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_ and Arguments 


Proving that it is not lawfull to heare 


or haveany ſpirituall communion with 
the 


preſent Miniſterte 
of the Church 


of England, 


OF 


| Ter. 50.74. 15, 
Puz your ſelves in aray againſt Babel round about , all that 
bend the bow, ſhoot at her, ſpare not arrowes: for ſhe bath ſin- 
ned acainit the Lord. 
Cry againſt her round about, ſhe hath given her hand, her 
foundations be fainny her Walles be deſtroyed: becauſe it is the 
vengeance of the Lord , take vengeance pon her: as ſhe bath 
done, do wnio her, 


Rev. 18.6. | 
Reward her even 4s ſhe hath rewarded you, and double on- 
fo hey dowbles according to ber Workes: in the cup Wherein {te 
bath mixed,mixe her the double. 


ED 


2 — WA 
Printed, 
In the yeare of our Lord: 
1698, i 


5 | L - $ O08 Rb 309? A GLA, 3 


— — — __— 


l 


= erie : 


* The third Reaſon, 


# which (as Mr Ridley 
© will commit the judgement thereof, and of all the reſt, eo ch 


To the Chriſtian Reader , epare and peats 
in owr Lord leſins Chriſt. 


e2He Reaſons following , Thave publiſhed (gentle Rea» 


4 


' 


der) tor thy good, and for the truthes ſake which we wit- 
SI nes to the world. The canſes of our ſeparation from the 
&'7 Church of England are divers, as in other Books already 
> prone may be ſeen, This treatiſe handleth purpoſely 
=. ut one of them , which is concerning their pretent Mint- 
and was ( for the ſubſtance of it) written long ſynce 1n nine 
EZ Reaſons, which now I have reviſed and reduced to ſeven. In the pro- 
pounding 2nd handling whereof, I have both inſerted divers things 
® which I met with in ſome writings of Mr /obr Perry that faithfull Mare 
© tyr of Teſus Chriſt; and annexed jundry ceſtimonies and Arguments our 
of the Books of the forward Preachers now abroad in mens hands. 
| which is taken out of Reb. 74. 9. 10. 11. hath his 
weight according to the right vnderſtanding of that place. Concerniog 


that bleſſed Martyr of Chriſt f did in his time) 1 
irituall Tet x þ. 5.0: 


© 42: tobe tryed and judged by the word of God, which is the onely 
Z rule of truth ; and ſo to be received and approved , as they thalbe found 
# to beare weight, being layd in the { koales of Gods ſanCtuary ; & nor 


Z any otherwiſe or furcher at all, 
The Reaſons are ſet downe in the forme of Syllogiſmes. 


And the 


x two firſt (Which conteyne 1n them the grounds of the reſt) havemore 
X ſpecially the confirmation of them allo handled after the ſame manner. 
* A courſe that ſome have deſiced for the further tryall of our cauſe, 
2 Which now Iwith it may help them forward to 'yeeld vnto the truth. 
= Anditthy ſelf (Chriſtian Reader) reapeſt any fruit by our labours, give 
# God praiſe, and pray for vs the vnworthieſt ofhis ſervants, who are e- 
Z very where contemned blaſphemed and oppugned, for the Name of 
As hath ben the lot of the Churches and ſervants of God in 


= Chriſt : 


Z all ages, yea and of Chriſt our Lord himſelf. But #f  yn0ugh for the diſ- Mat. 5.12. 
= cple to be as his Maiſter, and the ſervant as his Lord, 
X beareit with pacience, and rejoyce in it 2 Wwayting till the Lord our Heb. 12.2. 
God bring forth his truth as the light , & our judgement as the noone 7 Per.4. 12, 


f See hergs 


ler.y0.15. 


Therefore will we 47d 19,2, 


day. Great(we know) is the truth, and {trong 1s the Lord, that will &'c. 
& deſtroy Babylon, and will mainteyne the cauſe and avenge the blood of 
X his ſervants. Re$. 17. and r#.and r 9. chap. with Ter.zo. and 51.ch. 
Now therefore let me exhorr all, both Preachers and people, high 
and low, to compare together the Scriptures of the Prophets and A- 
poltles concerning the work of God and fall of Babylon paſt and to 
come; and to take heed ynto themſelyes, that they harden not their 


hearts , bur whilesit is called To day, 
Lord, who fayth vnto vs concerning the ſpiricuall Babylon & —_ = 
emblicg 


to hearken vato the voice of the 


- 


The Preface, 


ſemblies and worſhip , &o our of her my people , that yes partabe nv 

wh her ſons, and that ye receive nt of her plagues: a5 of old he favd to 

the Iewes conceraing Babylon in Chaldea, Go out of che middes of her my 

people, deliver ye every mn his ſoule ffo the fierce wrath of the Lord, Rev. 

*742, $0.24, 14.4. with Her, fr. 45. And ler there be heard, * :be voyce of” them 

Pth Rev, x og that flee and eſcape out of the land of Babel, to declare in Zion the Vengeance 

4:4, of the Lord owr God, the vengeance of bis Temple. For it is written, Thus 
farth the Lordof hoſts , The thick walles of Babel ſhalbe broken downe , and her | 

high gates fſhalbe burnt with fire ; 41d the people ſhall I1bour in vayne , and the 

folk.m the fire, and fhalbe weary. ter, 51, 5F, Which how truz itis & 

wilbe found in the Antichriſtian Babylon, as it hath ben in the Chalde- 

y , letall that are wiſe oblerve, 8& make good vie thereof vato them- 

elves. 

And in ſpeciall /as now I haye occaſion) let me intreat the Preachers 
ſecking reformation,ſeriouſly to mynd the Books which many of them 
ſelves have written againlt their preſent eſtate, & with indifferency to 
judge whether their owne Argumeats ( howſoever intended or alled+ 
ged otherwiſe by themſelves) rely not ypon ſuch grounds, as are in 
very deed agaiaſt their Miniſtzry , aſwell as againſt their Ceremonies; 
azainſt the executing of the ons, aſwel 'as againſt the viing of the other; 
& withallagainſt the keapi:7 of communion with them 1n ſuch eſtate: 
albeic they have not hitherto;ſo applyed or acknowledged it thElelves, 
Which God 1a his tyme give them to do tor their owne comfort & be- 
nefic of others, . 

And the Lord guyde vs in theſe and all other things by his word and 
ſpiricin the way of his truth, keeping vs from errour and eyery evill 
us and preſerving vs to his heavenly kingdome,by leſus Chriſt; wha 
x 


e way ,the truth , and the life» Amen. 


Thyae in the Lord: 
Franct lohnſon. 


em 
[C8 


hus 


« rd (et in his Church, for the work of bis Miniſtery, 


REASONS... 


and proofes from the Scriptures, 
and other teſtimonies, 


Shewing that it is not lawful to heare or 


haveany ſpiritual communion with 


the preſent Miniſterie of the Church- 
aſſemblies of England. 


The firſt Reaſon. 


LI aye bound in the Worchip of God t6 hear and coms- 
$ municate enely With that Miniſterie Which Chriſt 
& hath given,and ſet in bis Church for that Work. 

WR, J, Fut the preſent Minſlerie of the Chutch-afſems. 
RUSS blics of Encland is not that Which Chriſt hath even, 


A 


3 Therfore it is not lawful for any in the Worship of God to heax 
#7 communicate With the preſent Miniſtery of the Church-a(ſem- 
yes of England, 


The proof and declaration of this Reaſon, 
in the (eyeral parts thereof, 


He Propoſition or firſt part of the Reaſon is evident 
and certayn : 1. Becauſe Chriſt hath given his Mi- 
iterie to his Church, as a fruit and confirmation of his 
Zſccnſion into heaven, whoſe gift therfore cannot therin 
Dc rcfuſed without denying or derogating from the truth 
nd benefit of that his aſcenſion . Fphe. 4. #,--12. with Tf. 
#, If, I COr, 12. 4. REV, I. 13+ 16.17. 18, 20, 

2. Becauſe he hath ſet his Miniſteric in his Church, 
$5 Lord and King therof, whoſe appointment therefore 


4 ws The firft Reaſon 
may not be altered or diſobeyed. 1 Co. 12, 5.22. With! 
Heb. 3.5:0.& 9.10. 11. Ml. 1.6. Ink. 6..46, 4and'19.27, 
Col. 4.17. 1Theſſ. 5.12. Rev. 1.5.13. 10. 22. 14.19; ; 
3- Becauſe he buildeth and worketh by and in| 
his owne Miniſterie, as God , who 1s gracious - and 
powerful,working all in all,to whom therfore in his wor- | 
ſhip all ſubmiſſion and obedience is to be yeeldedn his | 
own Miniſterie onely,and in no other whatſoever. 1. Cor, 2 
12.6. 24, With Heb, 3. 3. 4. 1 The, 4+. #. 1 Tim. 3.1,--15, 
Rev, 1. 8. 16. 20. 44 2. 1.67 3+ Io 14+ : 
4. Becauſe to his owne Miniſterie onely, he calleth 
his pzople and promilſeth his preſence and bleſſing: toas.| 
iQ rejecting it & admitting another, men do (as much as? 
in them lyeth) rejetand refuſe his bleſſed prefence, and 
deny the obedience which they ow vato him. Mz. 22, Þ 
20, Luk, 10. 16. 10h.13.20. 1 Tim. 3. 1.15. 0.3.45. 13+ 14} 
Rev, 2. 1, and 3.1.with Lev,26, 11. 12.15.16. Deut. 33.7% 
10, 11, 1fa, 62,6.7,8. ler. 3.15. Zach, 14. 29.21. 2 Theſ. 2. 
'3+ 4+ 10.15, 10. 17, REV. 22, 18. 19. 20+ 4 


He Aſſumption or latter part ofthe Reaſon, is pro- 7 
ved thus : 


The Minifterie which Chriſt hath given and ſet in his © 
Church, is of Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors, 
and Teachers, ſpoken of Epheſ. 4. 11. 12, P 

But the preſent Miniſterie of the Church of England ! 


is none of thoſe, ſpoken of Fpye. 4. 11. 12. 
Therfore it is not the Miniſterie which Chriſt hath : 


given and ſetin his Church. 


The Propoſition is playn and vndenyable. 
The Aſſumption is ſhewed thus: 


Sy Againſt hearing the Minift, of Fngl. - 3 
= The ". Mines, of tie Choice Engl. is of 
DP relates, Prieſts,and Deacons: _ 
Z But neyther the Prelares, Prieſts, nor Deacons of that 
hurch be Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors or 
i FF cachers, ſpoken of Zphe. 4. 11. 12. 
-K Thcttore the preſent Miniſtery of that Churchis none 
df thoſe, ſpoken of Fphe, 4.11. 12. 


Z The Propoſition is manifeſt by their Law, & conſtity- 
ion. The Law of that Church eſtabliſheth not nor admit- 
Rcchany other Miniſtery, but that of their Prelacy, Prieſ/- 
Food and Deaconry, received among themſelves ortrom the 
*Papiſts . Their cox{ #turion is ſuch,as al the Miniſters of 
Fhat Church muſt be Prieſ{s or Deacons. And theſe alſo 
*ythcr ina ſuperiour. degree, as, the Prelares, the Lordbi- 
Hops, Archbs, Suffraganes, &c. or in an-inferiour, as the 


. Parſons, Vicars , Stipendaries, Chapleynes, &c. 


* The Aſſumption is thus proved: 


FAnd firſt concerning the three firſt ſpoken of Fphe. 4.11. 


Z The offices of the Apoſtles, Prophets, and Evangeliſts, 
ere extraordinary & the chiefeſt appointed by chriſt, for 
cial imploymet,inlaying the foundatis of the Chriſtia 
@urch & religis through the world, preaching the Gol- 
Pcl every where, erecting the kingdom of God in al nati- 
2ns,opening & foretelling the things revealed vnto them 
By theholy Ghoſt, planting the Primitive Churches, 
d fetling them in the faith and ordinance of Ieſus 
& iriſt which ſhould continue to the cnd of the world, 
© | 
# Put ſuch are notthe offices of the Prelates, Prieſts, 
2: Deacons of the Church of England. + + 
” "it Thcrfore 


"Md  Theſuff Reaſon | 
Taerfore they are notrhe Apoltles, Prophets,or Evan- 
geliſts, ſpoken of Ephz. 4. 11. 


More particularly : : 

The Apoles ſpoken of Ephe . 4. 11. were ſuch, as every 
one of them had & were to have theſe properties, That! 
with cheir eyes they, had ſeen the L. Ieſus, 1 /05. 1.1.1 Cor, ! 
9.1.471 15.7.8.9. AF. 10.39.49. 41. That by him 1imme-? 
diately they were appointed to that office, Mz . 2#. 18,8 
19. AF, 1. 2.24 25. 26, With Prov. 16.33, Gal. t, 1. That? 
of him (andnot of man) they received the dotrine and? 
commandements which they delivered to the Churches, 
Mat, 28. 20, AF. 1.2. 4: 13.Gal. 1.12. 2.6.69. That? 
they were ſent into the whole world to preach the Goſpel 
to everie creature, to the Tewes and Gentiles of all narti- ? 
ons, Mat. 28, 19:20. Mar. 16. 15. Rom. 15. 19. AF. 9. 15. 
and 13 and r4 chap. &c-" That as Maiſter-builders they 
layd the foundation'which ſhould alway continue to the? 

_ end, Math, 28. 19. 20, With 1 Cor. 3. 10. 11. Fphe. 2.20, Of 
A. 11.12. 13. Rev.,21, 14. That they ſhould all be of e-® 
quall authority, 42. 20. 25. 26. 27. 2 Cor 12, 11. Gal. 2.9.% 
Rev. 21. 14. That they were filled with the gifts of the? 
holy Ghoſt , with variety of rongues, ability to pro-? 
phecy , power to work miracles, and to ſhew vadoubted F 
argumets of their Apoſtleſhip,&c.AF.2.G3.& 4. $0. 
C&c.with 10.16.13 20.21.22.1 COr.14.18.07 2C0r,12.41.12.% 

But ſuch are not the Prelates Prieſts or Deacons in? 

the Church ofEngland. 

Therfore they are not the Apoſtles, ſpoken of Fphe.g.11.y 

And Paul fayth,that God ſet forth him and Barnabas the? 

laſt Apoſtles, appointed to death, 8c. 1 Cor. 4. 9. It they: 
were the laſt, how ſhal we now look for any mo after 

them? Or if any wil yetſo think of themſelves or others, ! 
we may be ſurethe tryall of them by the word of God? 
W 


2 Fril evince them to 


Aedinff hearing the Miniſt, of Fnel. s 
* ſuchas the Church of Epheſin folid 


Ro be lyars, which faid they were poles, but were not 
AÞ in deed. Rev. 2.2, 


XZ The Prophers, ſpoken of Fphe. 4.11. were ſuch as(with 
Fhe Apoſtles) had the Goſpel revealed vnto them by the 
Tpirit, and delivered itfor the foundation of the Chriſti- 


"an Churches and religion , and by ſpeciall revelation 0- 


Fcned & applyed the Scriptures of the former Prophets, 
Sand in waighty caſes foretold things to come, as by the 

Holy Ghoſt was ſhewed vnto them . Zpheſ. z. 5. 41d 2. 20. 

FIwich 4. 11. 12. 2 Cor. 12. 28. /0. 11. 28, and 21. 10.11, 

Z But ſuch arenot the Prelates Pricſts or Deacons of the 
hurch of England. | 

Therfore they are not the Prophets,ſpoke of Fphe, 4 11, 


2 The Francel/s,ſpoken of Ephe.q.11.were ſuch as having 
Fppointment & direion by the Spirit or the Apoltles, 
preached the Goſpel abroad, and brought the Churches 
to a ſerled eſtate, according to the order preſcribed them 


9. by the Apoſtles, whoſe companions and aſliſtants they 


were, going whither chey ſent them, and returning whi- 
Mhcr they would have them. 4.21,8. With chap. 8. 5.12.26 
82). 39.35. 39.40. 2 Tim, 4. 5.9. 10. 11. ViHtb Rom, 10.21. 
71 Cor. 4. 17. and 16. 10. 2 Cor, 1,119. Phil.2, 19-224 1 Thef. 


es 3. 2.6. 1 77.1.2. 3. EF. and with Ad. 16. I. 3, and 17. I4s 


$15. and 12, 5.4nd 19.22. and 20. 4. C0l,4.10. 11. with 46h, 
1s. 29. 40. Tit, 1. 4. $. 41d 3. 12. With 2 Cor. 8, 23, 

Z Burſuch are not the Prelates Prieſts or Deacons of the 
3 Church of England. | 


; Therfore they are not the Evangeliſts, ſpoken of F- 
P/IC, 4+. IT, 


Th: Propoſitions of theſe particular reaſons are evi- 
 A3 vident 


. Pp £4 N "2 - 
. oQ "= ud Y k 
d - : ha br 
s 


if Theſirft Reaſon = 
- 'dent by the ſcriptures annexed vnto them, 
TacAſſumprions areſo playneas they need no proof” 
atall. Andifany would deny them, they ar bound them. 2 
ſclves roſheiy the contrary by the Scriptures : Which 
none can ever do. 


= 
i 
. 
*% 


q 


Now as the Prelates Prieſts & Deacons of the church * 

of England are not Apoſtles, Prophets, or Evangeliſts, 2 

ſpoken of _ 4. 11.ſo neyther arethey Paſtors or Tea- 3 

chers there ſpoken of by the Apoſtle. Which now: we ? 

wil alſo prove. $ 

But firſt (for further clearing of the truth and better ? 

| diſcerning of their eſtate) itis to be obſerved here, that ?? 

*x-34eee, B11- albcit themſelves take it for granted that they have theſe ? 
fen re. offices in their Church,yet mp neyther have agreed nor 

Ii birgife - Can agree among themſelves who they bethathayethem, ' 

e4inT.Cp. whether the prelates,or the other prieſts,8c. but are at a 2? 

-"ca ans. great jarre and indeed at aplayne contradiction among 
fe. wich xe. themſelves hereabout, Many of the Prelates and For- 
Barrow, maliſts ſay, * that their Archbishops ana Bishops are Paſ#ors & 
tXv. Sperin; Teachers; Some of them ſay, "that 4 Bishop « ſuperior both in 
M. Egerton, office and gifts to a Paftor , Many of the Retormiſts ſay, that 
_— ” Wo - *the learned and painful Parſons of Parishes and Lefturine prea- 
M. lacob, ; ers among them are Paſtors and Teachers, Others of them 

cher wri- lay, t they want Paſtors and Teachers and all the offices appointed 

rngs, by Chriſt to hu Church; that the Prelates robbe the Church of © 

tMr.Chader- of laVoful Paſtors Elders and D:acons; that their Parſons, Vicars, © 
o_ rhe Parish Prieſts, Stipendaries, and the reſt, came from the Pope 4s 

Rom. 12. p. Ot of the Troiane horſes belly to the deſtruttion of Gods kingaome, | 

33-49%, that rheyarethe Prelates new creatures, and that the Church of | 

=24+"W6yagi God never knew them . And all the ſeekers of Reformation | 
&z, have ſhewed to theParliament heretofore, that the names 
aud ofues of archb.vhops, Archdeacons, Lordbishops, and the reſt, 
are 


. 


'd 


roof 8” 
CM. - 
Uch 


Aeainft hearing the Minit. of Engl. ”_ 
e together 1th their government drawen out of the Popes "op, 
4 contrary to the Scriptures; that the Parſons , Vicars, Parish— 


Brie/ts, and Stipendaries, be bir ds of the ſame fether, and that 
VP y have an 4ntichriſtian hierarchie and popiih orderine of Mi- 
#-/ers, /frange Fom the word of God and the wſe of all Well re- 
Lrmed Churches in the World, Thus are themſelves confoun- 
Bcd, and thus are their tounges divided. Yet ceaſe they 
Dot (till to plead for Baal, andto bring balme for the fore 
Þf Babel, which cannot be healed . Jer. 51. Y. 9. 58. 6g. 


21h Rev. 1g. chap. 


And now to proceed, we wil ſhew by the Scriptures, 
Fhat none of the Miniſters of that Church have the office 
Þf Paſtors or Teachers ſpoken of by the Apoſtle, Zphe.q-. 
8:1, which we prove thus: 


8 1. The Paſtors and Teachers,. ſpoken of Fphe. 4. 17: 
Have their offices, callings, adminiſtration, and mainte- 
ÞDance ordeyned. by Chriſt in-his Teſtament. 
T, But the Prelates Prieſts & Deacons of the Church of 
Zo2:and have not their offices, callings, miniſtration 8 
Þ:intenance ordeyned by Chriſt in his Teſtament, ' 
&T herfore the Prelates Prieſts & Deacons of the church 
#f England arenot Paſtors & Teachers,ſpoken of Fphe. 


a '. II, | 


The truth of the Propoſition appeareth by that place- 


df Fphe. 4.7. 11. 12. & Rom. 12.7. 8. AG; 14. 33. 414 20- 
7.28, Heb, .5, 4. Col. 4.17, 1Tbeſ. 5,12..13.14+1 Pet. 5s 
J. 2. 3. Rev, 2, and;.chap. and 22, 18. 19.1 Cor: 4.1.2. 4nd 
S. 4: 5. and g. 14. and 11.23.24. 25.26.4104 12. 28. Gal, 6." 


\- 


. andthroughout the Epiſtles to Timothee and Titus : With other 
ke Scriptures, $6: bal 6 


' Thetruth of the Aſſumption appeareth by their con- 
; ſtitution 


8 The firſt Reaſon : 
ſtitution and praiſe, inaſmuch as their offices of Prelacy, 
Prieſthood, & Deaconry; their calling & entrance according? 
*Mr.Hilderſ; tO their Pontificall and Book of conſecrating Biſhops 
errer jc4,19, and Archbiſhops and ordering Prieſts and Deacons, as 
jhgar of alſo that which ſome of them pretend to have by the J 
Mariage and *Choiſe acceptance and conſent of their people, who 7 
P:terailcal- ſtand themſelves vnder Antichriſt,and vnſeparated from 


Urng. the world, and are no true viſible Churches of Chriſt; * 
Hrs Reaſons j 


fr neceSity of (EIT miniſtration by their owne and other popiſh Ca-? 
reformarien, nons, Articles, Injun&ions, and Book of comon prayer; ® 
fore FCon- taceir Maintenance by Tithes, Lordihips, &c. were never 3 
Frence, pag. deyned by Chriſt for his Miniſterie ofthe Goſpell,but? 
39: derived from Antichriſt and his apoſtafte, as hath been? 
"rhe Diſce- proved * by vs in divers Treatiſes publiſhed heretofore, ? 
very. And if they ſtill be otherwiſe mynded, it lyerh vp-# 
The — on them to ſheiy that Chriſt in his Teſtament hath ap. ? 
ar '* pointed theſe their offices & things aforeſaid for his Mi * 
Anſw. te Hr. niſterie , Which none of them have yet done, nor ever 


Hilderſ/” wilbeable to do. 
And to Mr. 


- TY 2. Againe, The Miniſterie of Paſtors 8& Teachers,ſpo- 
Wc ken of #phe. 4. 11, is the ordinarie and perpetual miniſte- ? 
rie given by Chriſt to his Church, 8 ſuch as the Princes * 
of the carth neyther may nor ever ſhalbe able to aboliſh, * 
ſeing Chriſt hath appointed it to continue to the end of 
the world. Epheſ, 4.11. 12. 13. Rom. 12.5. 7. 8, and 13.3.7 
Heb. 12. 28, 1Tim.3. chap. and 5. 17. and 6. 13. 14. With © 
HMat. 28. 20. Y 
But the Prelacy Prieſthood & Deaconry ofthe church 5 
of Bogland, isnot the ordinarie and perpetual Miniſterie ? 
given by Chriſt to his Church,but ſuch as the Princes of ? 
the earth may and ought to aboliſh out of their Domint- ? 
O15. REV, 17. 16, 171M Zo 2+ ROM,L3. 4+ With 1 King. 23. 3 
oth $.G&C, i 


A rainft the Miniſf. of Exel. 9 
&. &c. Deut./1 2-2: 3+ 4+. Pſal. 72.1. &C 1 | 
3 Therfore the Prelacy Prieſthood and Deaconry of the 
T hurch of England is not the Miniſterie of Paſtors and 


Fcachers, ſpoken of Zphe. 4. 11, 


3 3. Alſo, The offices of Paſtors 8 Teachers ordeyned 
$y Chriſt in his Teſtament, are ſuch as did and could 
Band with and vnder the offices of Apoſtles Prophets & 
; vangeliſts, phe. 4+-I1.40F,15.4.6,22.23, & 20.17.28. Heb, 
3-7-17.23-Epiſt .toTim. & Tit . 1 Pet. 5.1. Rev. 2.4nd 3.c04þ. 
3 But the offices of the Prelates Pricſts and Deacons of 
he Church of England,are not ſuch as did or could ſtand 
With or vnder the offices of Apoſtles Prophets & Evange- 
Hſts. Which ifany deny, let them ſhew the contrary 
Þy the ſcriptures. Light hath no fellowſhip with,darknes, 
= Dor Chriſt with Antichriſt. [And ſuppoſe the Apoſtles 
Were alivein their perſons (as they are in their writings) 


d were in England , it were worth the OOg whe- 


Ker they and the ordinances given by them ſhould give 

Wlace to the Prelates and their Canons and conſtitutions, 

and whether they ſhould be ſuffred to preach the Goſpel 

and miniſter the Sacraments without acknowledging the 

Frclates authority, ſubſcribing to their Articles, wearing 

the Surplice, figning withthe Crofle in Baptilme,&c. 

For if we look to their * Canons, Lawes, practiſe, and »c,,,,. 

& hurch-conſtitutis,theſe tel all men playnely,they muſt -4c jeare, 

Fe<1d vnto the, & that vader payne of excomunicatis ipfe 1597-©47% 

$70,5c.Not to ſpeak of their impriſoning,8& perſecuting 7,77. -*,; 

Qf ſuch as witnes the truth againſt them evEvnro death. ] we, 
Therfore they are notthe Paſtors and Teachers ot- 


| -yned by Chriſt in his Teſtament. 


#. Moreover, The 'offices of true Paſtors and Tea- 


, Miers, are by the ordinance of Chriſt ſet in the Coy 
B and 


tw The fo Redo 
and employed in the Miniſtery of the word 41d Sacre 
ments and Church goverment, ſo as they may aor (with 
xz their eccleltaſtical funRiss)receiv civil olizes & callings, 
W nor take vnto them princely titles 8& dignitycs. Ephe.4.11, 
| 12.13-1 Pet. 5.1.2. 3.4. R012. 78.1 Cr. 12.5. 8.28. 171, 
l: 4+ 13+ Is. 16. 2 T11n. 2. 4. Lu. 12. I 4- and 22, 25o 20, 

But the offices of the Prelates Prieſts and Deacons of 
the Churchof England, are not ſo: but by their own con- 
lh ſtitution are ſet in chat Church, and employed in the Mi- 
| niſterie ofthe word Sacraments & Church government, 
We! ſo as they may allo (together wirh their eccleſiaſtical fun« 
ſ ions) receive civill offices and callings, (as to be Tuſtices| 
ofp21ce,County palatinss, Lords ofthe Co1nlel, ec. )&! 
take ynto them Princely titles and dignityes {as of Grace, 
Lordſhip,&c. ). Which al men ſee and know to be thus. 

Thertore they are not true Paſtors and Teachers. 


 $. Apaine,The Miniſtery of Chriſtian Paſtors & Tea- 
chers, ſtandeth by the word and ordinance of Chriſt, fo 
as al Churches vnder heaven are bound to reccive & ſub- 
mit therevnto, and to no other whatſoever. Ephef. 4.11, 
12.13. Rom.12. 5.6,7.8, 1C0r,12.5.28. 1711, 3. 4þ., 
and 5.17. and 6,13. 14. 
But the Prelacy Prieſthood & Deaconry of the Church! 
of England ſtandeth onely by the authority and Law of 
man,ſo as other Churches els where neyther ar nor need 
to be ſubje& therevnto« Which even themſelves of all 
forts haveacknowledged, For which,ſce, Whitgifts De- 
fence in the Preface . The Anſwer to the Abſtrai?, pag. 58. The 
Aamon, to the Parliam, The Defence of eod'y Miniit. The Des 
monſtration, &c. | 
Therfore their Prelacy Prieſthood & Neaconry is not! 
the Miniſtery of Chriſt iag Paſtors and Teachers. 


1 Ah ca. i «@QGDyv 


At, SD on -< ©, por, bas 


which 


+4 which Chriſt hath appointed , are ſuch as they which 


Aeainſt hearing the Miniſ, of Engl. 
6. Forthawote; The offices of Paſtors and Teachers 


have them muſt be members ofa true viſible Church,and 
bound to one particular Congregation for the Miniſtery 
& governmet therof. Rom. 12,4. 546.7.8.1Cor.12.5.8.12.18 , 
A.14-23.0 20. 28, Col. 4.17.Heb.13.17,1 Pets $.1,2,3,4- 
But the offices of the Prelates Prieſts and Deacons 
ofthe Church of England are fuchas they which bave 
them need not be (neyther in their cſtate can be) mem- 
bers of a true viſible Church, but ofa falſe,nor are bound 
to one particular Congregation for the Miniſteric & go- 
vernement thereof, but the Prelates are over whole pros. 
vinces and Dioccſes &c. and the other inferiour Pricſts 
may have( in that cſtate) plurality of benefices & eccleſt- 
aſticall cures, &c. . Which none can deny. 
Therefore they are not the Paſtors & Teachers which 


3 Chriſt hath appointed. 


7, Finally, The offices condition and government of 
Paſtors and Teachers, ſpoken of Ephe. 4. 11. areſuch as 
no way empaire the authority Supremacy or dignity of 
Kings or any other civil Magiſtrates,eyther in civil or ec- 


cleſiaſtical cauſes. Epheſ. 4.11, 12. and Rom. 12. 7, 8.With 
7 13.1.@ Ti.1.5,0.With 3.1.67 1 Pet. 5. 1, 2,3. With 2.13. 14 


But the offices condition & government of the Pre- 
lates Prieſts and Deacons of the Church of Cogan are 


J fuch as do many wayes empaire the authoritie ſupremacy 


and dignity of Kings and al! other Magiſtrates,both in ci- 
vill & ecclefiaſticall cauſes. And for an inſtance take theſe 
particulars, That the Prelares Veil have their preſence,uoyce,& 


&. authority to be at Parliaments, for enacting of Lawes > ſtatutes 


for t he comon Wealth,&c.T hat they are rulers of Whole Provinces 
& Dizceſes in the eccleſiaiticall cauſes thereof, That in civill eſtate 
B ; and 
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Y2 The firſt Reaſon 
and eovernment , ſom: of them are above all, and all of them 
above ſome of the Nibles, Iufices, and other Magittrates of the 
land, That themſelves, their Courts, and officers , handle & dea iN 
rermine ſundry civil canſes and affaires pertayning to the civill 
Maziſtracy; Thar ' they inflict civil mulits and punishments, i: 
That iz their forbi4den times they give licences to marry, Ofc. 
Thatrhe beneficed Priefs fweare Canonical obedience to the Pre- 
lates; That all the Priefts and Deacons are exempt fFFom the My- 
giſtrates turiſdietion in divers —_ apperteyning onto-them, i. 
and —_— onely or chiefly to the Prelates and their Offi 
EEFS , CFC, wed IE | 
Therefors they are not the Paſtors and Teachers ſpo- Y' 
ken of Fphe. 4. 11. 3: 


And to.this end might divers other reaſons: be alled- F' 
Sed from particular conſideration of theſe ſeverall offices. F! 
As for example, ifany forthe Prelates would perſwade, 
that their Archbiſhops have thePaſtors office, then would F! 
it follow that they have but two Paſtors in the land, be. F- 
cauſe they have but two Archbiſhops . Or if they fay, 
the Lordbiſhops be Paſtors, then have they but fixe and 
twenty or thereabout : and what office then have the 
Archbiſhops above them 2 
If others ſay, thePrieſts (whether Parſons, Vicars, or 
Stipendaries) be Paſtors, then let them tell vs what of- | 
fice their Archbiſhops & Lordbiſhops have amog them, 
ſeing Chriſt hath appointed in his Church no ordinarie | 
ecclefiaſticall office for any one perlon, greater then the 
Paſtors; nor ſet the Paſtors one of them Tove another in 
any reſped of Miniſtery power or government, but made 
them al equall therein. Rev. 2. 1.f. 12. 18. 4nd 3.1. 
7.1 4. With Epheſ. 4.11, 12,13. CA. 20. 17. 24. 1 Tim. 5» 
I7. 1 Pe. 1,2, 3, 4. 48d Lu. 22. 24.2.5, 20, 27+ Y 
An 
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an _— oy 


_Aeainft hearing the Minift, of Fn2l. 13 =» 
And thus, much is acknowledged indpubliſhed alſo by 


" ſome of themſelves, both heretofore: in' divers of their 
de; Y books, and now of late in an Offer of conference about 
vill Y certayne Propoſitions, which they offer to mainteyne 
ts; Yagainſt the Prelates : Among which are theſe, namely, 
4c. © That the Paſtor of a particular Congregation the higheſt ordi- "Offer ofCom- 


fſerence,p. a. 


re WM marie ecileſraſticall Officer in any true conſtituted wiſible Church 
Mg- Rt 9f Chrif? ;That it 3s the office of every true Paſtor to teach and to 
17, govern (prritually onely one Church or Congregation immediate- 


ly under Chriit, That it is ſanply vnlawful for any: Paſior un; 
der the new Teſtament to be alſp a civil : Magiitrate ; That the 
Office and calling of Provinciall and Dioceſan Prelates is contra- 
ry io the Word of God, &c. 
' Furthermore, ifany would ſay, their Deacons have 
the Paſtors office, the ſame abſurdity followeth as in the 
es. former: and this moreover, that the works of the Dea- 
de; Ycons office are by the Apoſtles oppoſed to the work of 
uld Zthe Miniſtery , wherein the: Paſtors office is employed. 
be. 3.42. 5. 2.3. 4. With Ephe. 4.11.12, Rom, 12. &, 
ay, & Likewiſe if they would fay,they have the Teachers of- 
nd Afice, it would be knowen whetheritbe the Archbiſhops, 
the ZLordbiſhops, Prieſts, or Deacons, Parſons, Vicars, or Sti- 
Zpendaries, that have it among them; & to whom they are 
Jadjoyned for the work of Miniſterie, as-! the Teachers !Zpbe. 4. 27. 
Jare to Paſtors, ſeing they have none inthe office of Pa- 77: Fm-12- 
-m, Iſtors,ſpoken of Fphe. 4. 11. as is proved here before; and 7 * 
ie Qwhat office ofMiniſtery the reſt oftheir Prelates Prieſts 8& 
Deacons have whom themſelves account notto have the 
I Teachers office; and whether the Teachers ſpoken of E- 
:{. 4.11. muſt firſt be Deacons, and then Prieſts, and 
promiſe obedience to the Prelates, &that alſo as to their 
Ordinaries, and be ſilenced and depoſed at their plea- 


lure, &c, 
B 3 But 


14 The firſt" Reaſon, | 

But of theſe things we have ſpoken in other Treatiſes, | 
to which we refer the Reader. Refwt. of My. Giff. pag. 104. 
195.108, 4. Anfw. to My Hilderſ, pag. 7 9. 80.--87--94. | 
Cc, Anſw. to Mr, Iacob. pag. 188. Oc. 


Now whereas ſome alledge, for warrant of hearing 
theſe Miniſters , that the people were to hearken to the | 
Scribes and Phariſees ſitting in Moſes ſeat, &c,, Math, 
23. 2. 3. it isto be noted, that they were Levites, 
Prieſts,expounders of the Law , and Iudges of the pleas 
and controverſies of Iſrael; And therfore had the true of- F 
fices &ordinances,which the Lord by Moſes did appoint Y 
for teaching and governing of that Church : as appea- F 
reth both by the phraſe it ſelf of /irrimg 0 Moſes chatre, and F, 
by conference of theſe and the like Scriptures, Dew. 10.8, Y 
& 17.8,--12.4ud 33.1.4,10, 2 Chron.17. 8.9, andig.#,--11, ©; 
Nehem. 8,4, 4. and g. 3.4.5. with Mat. 22.34 35. 41. 4nd ©} 
23. chap, Mar. 12.28. 32.35. 10h. 1. 19. 24 and 3.1. 
19, AF. 5.34. This then is nothing at all for any falſe Mi- & . 
niſtcrie,never ordeyned by the Lord: ſuch as the _ 'd 
Miniſterie ofthe Church of England is proved to be. {| 
Beſides , to be a Pharifee, was not to havea new kind | 
of Miniſterie, but to be of a ſpeciall ſet among the Tewes | 
that pretended more ſtrict obſervation of rhe Law then o- | 
thers did. A. 15.5. and 26. 5. Andthey were of any |} 
of their tribes, or of the proſelyte Gentiles : as may be | 
ſeen in Paul , who was a Phariſee, of the tribe of Benja- / 
min, Phil, 3. 5. A. 23.6. and in them that were ſent to | 
Iohn Baptiſt, who were Pharilces of the tribe of Levi, be- 
ing Prieſts and Levites , 7b. 1. 79. 24. and in the Profe- 
Iyte Gentiles, brought fo to be by the Scribes and Phari- 
{ees, ſpoken of Mar. 23. 1s. 

And further,although they were verie corrupt and vn- 


godly 


== = $0 


Axgainſt hearing the Minift, cf Fuel. dos 
godly (notwithſtanding all the pretence they made) fo as 
7 Chriſt caught his diſciples * torake heed of the leven of «,,,, ,; © 
« & cheir doctrine, and of their hypocriſy ,and wickednes in 2. azd2z, 
converſation : yet did they ſtill hold, thatevery true Mi- ©*-2-£%414, 

I niſtery muſt be from heaven and not of men, and vrged 
Iohn the Baptiſt ro warrant his calling and Miniſterie by 

T the Scriptures : Lw#, 20. 1.7, With Dh. 1, 19,---27. So far 

2 were they themſelves from admirring any falſe miniſtery, 

2 notappointed by God and approved in his word. 

d And this alſo have the forward preachers acknow- 

3 lcdgedand proved heretofore againſt the Prelates: as ap- 

2 peareth by their owne words, ſaying, * The hy wv" 6 by wr. C. fot” 
3 7he Word of God and heavenly, aud not left to the will of men to 749 18 4% 
© deviſe at their pleaſure: as appeareth by that Wehich is noted of lobn, 

7 Yhere the Phariſees coming to lohn Baptiſt, aſter that he had ae= 

2 nycd to beeyther Chriff, or Elias, or another Prophet , *conc/ndes «,,y, , 4, 
2 If thou be neyther Chriſt, nor Elias, nor of the Prophets, : 
2 why baptizeſt thou ? Which bad bene no good argument, if 

[- 7 S, lohn might have ben of ſorve other functien then of thoſe Which 

2 vere ordinarie in the Church and inſtituted of God, And there- 

© fore be to eſtablish hu ſingular & extraordinaric funttio, aliedeeth 

7 he Word of God: Whereby appeareth, that as it was not lawful te 

7 bring in any ſtrange doitrine, ſo Was it not lamfull to teach the true 'Nus 

7 doctrine, under the name of any other funttion then Was inſtituted 

3 byGed. Letthe Vrhole pradtiſe of the Church under the Law le 

be if looked wpon, and it (hall not be found that ary other eccleſraſticall 

a= If miniſtery Was appointed then thoſe orders of hy prieſts ard Levites 

tO If cc. Which Wer appointed by the law of 'God. And if there Were 

C- © any raiſed wp extraordinarily, the ſame had their caliing confir- 

e- | med from heaven, enther by ſignes or miracles, or by playn and 

Cleare teſtimonies of the month of Cod, or by extraordinarie exct- 

ting & movines of the Spirit of God. So that it appeareth that the 

winiſteric of the Goſpel and the funitions thereof oweht to be fons 


beaten 


16 The Firſi Reaſon 
heaven and of God, and not invented 5y the brayne of mey, © 
Thus have themſelves written heretofore ; and thus 
doth their owne teſtimonie agree with the word of God 
againſt their preſent eſtate and their woonted allegations 
for their continuing therein. But of theſe things alſo we 
have ſpoken other where: and wil not here further pro- 
{ecute them. Treatiſe of the Miniſi, of Engl. p. $4. 55. &c. 
Anſw. to My. Iacob. Þ-I95» 
The concluſion of all is this, that ſeing the Lord 
himſelf, aſcending vp on high, hath given offices of Mis | 
niſterie to his Church, calling 8 requiring all his people 
to heare & have ſpirituall communion with them,8e not | 
with any other; and ſeing the preſent miniſterie of the ? 
Church-aſſemblies of England cannot be warranted by | 
the word of God to be that which Chriſt hath'given, 
and ſetin his Church, for theworkof his Minifterie, we 
may not thereforein the worſhip of God heare or com- 
municate therewith, vnder any colour whatſoever. 


he 


The ſecond Reaſon. 


N Ine may heave oy have any ſpirituall communion With the 
HMimſtery of CAmichriſts apoFtaſie : 

Bra the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-aſſemblies of 
Eneland is the Miniſtery of Amichriſ(s apeſiafie : 

Therefore nowe may heave or have any ſþirtual communion 
With the preſent CMiniſterie of the Chnrch- aſſemblies of Engl. 


Y lee Propofitio or fiſt part of this Reaſon is manifeſt: 
1..Becauſe all falſe Miniſteries are forbidden by the 
Lord, and ſtand vnder the denunciation of his curſe: 
Exod. 20. 4. S. With Deut, 18.9--15- 2 Kings 10. 19-2 5s 

2 Chron. 13.9. 10.1k. 74th, 13. 2--6, 2 Theſſ.2. 3--12, ReV.9. 
41d 17, chap. 2 Tohn, ver, 7.10. Det. 7.20. And 27.26, Gals © 
I, 4.9, Kev.22.18. 19. | 

2, Bccauſe we are commanded to go out of Babylon, 
and not to partake with any of herfinns, & therfore not 
with the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaftic, Rev. 1#, 4» 
5. 6, With Ter, 51.6.9. 45: 2 Cor. 6. 14-17. 1 10,1 4. 1-6. 

3. Becauſe by hearing and communicating with ſuch 
2 Miniſterie, all that do ſo, become the ſervants of Anti- 
chriſt, as it is written, Hs ſeruants ye are to Whom je obey,8t 
thus become ſubje& to the wrath of God : Kom. 6. 16. 
2 Pet. 2. 19. With Rev. 14: 9. 10. 11. 

4- Becauſ® to heare or-joyne with that Miniſterie, is 
to honour and conſpire with Antichriſt againſt Chriſt 
and whatin vs vs lyeth to vphold that which the Lor 
will conſume . 2 Theſ 2. 3.4. 8. Rev. 13. aud 14. 9-12. 
I8. 4. 5. 6. 


" Vn- $« Becauſe 
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12 The ſecond Reaſon. 

5. Becauſe this is not to obey the Goſpel and receive 
the love of the truth that we may be ſaved, but to pro- 
yoke the Lord to ſend vs ſtrong deluſions to beleev lyes 
and pleaſe our ſelves in vnrighteouſnes, being carryed 
away inthe deceitfulnes thereof among them that periſh, 
vnto condemnation. For thus the ſcripture ſpeaketh of 
ſuch as in religion yeeld ſubmiſſion to Antichriſt the man 
of finne in his apoſtalte, 2 The. 2. 3. 9. 10. LH. 12. Rev, Ig. 
6-—1 2, 474 22.18. 19. 


He Aſſumption or ſecond part of the Reaſon is pro- 
ved by divers Arguments, as followeth. 


The firit Araument. 


He Miniſterie of Deacons and Prieſts ord-yned by the Prelates 


therevnto , is the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtafie : e 

Bur the preſent Miniſtery of the Church-aſſemblies of Engl. is the 
Miniſtery of Deacons and Prieſts ordeyned by the Prelates therernro: 
Thertore the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-aſtemblics of England 


8s the Miniſteric of Antichriſts apoſtaſie, 


The Propoſition of this Argument is 
proved f5r/t thus: 

7. The Miniſterie of Deacons and Prieſts which ac- 
counts it ſelf to be Chriſts,8 yet was not fer by Chriſt 
in his Church for the work of his Miniſtery, that is the 
Miniſterie of Antichrifts apoſtaſte: 

But the Miniſtery of Deacons and Prieſts ordeyned by 
the Prelates therevnto,accounts it (elf ro be Chriſts, and 
yet was not ſet by Chriſt in his Church for the work of 
his Miniſterie : 

Therfore the Miniſtery of Deacons and Prieſts ordey- 
ned by the Prelates therevntp, is the Miniſtcry of Anti- 


Chriſts Apoſtalic. 
The 


Ran I A 


Fr 


* id 


Aeainſt hearing the miniſfery of Enel. ” 

The RGion os can x 6k 7 
The Aſſumption hath two parts: The one, that zhe Mr- 
#i//ery of Deacons and Prieſts ordeyned by the Prelates therevnta, 
accounts it (elf ro be Chriits Miniſtery: Which themſelves 
will graunt. The other,that #4 Was wor ſer by Chriſt in his 
Church for the Work of his Miniſtery: Which is proved alrea- 
dy in the firſt Reaſon here betore, and in other Reaſons 


hereafter following. 


Agayne, the Propoſition of the Argument 
is proved ſecondly thus: by 

2. If the Prelates of the Church of Engl. have ſuch 
offices & government, as be ſpeciall parts of Antichriſts 
apoſtaſie, then the Miniſtery ordeyned by them therevn- 
to, muſt needs be the Miniſtery of that Apoſtakze: 

But the Prelates of the Church ofEngl. have ſuch of- 
fices and government, as be ſpeciall parts of Antichriſts 
apoſtalie : | 

Therfore the Miniſtery ordeyned by them is the Mint- 
ſtery of Antichriſts apoſtaſie. 


The conſequence of the Propoſition is manifeſt, be- 
cauſe the fruit- muſts needs be ſuch as is the tree: Ney- 
ther do men gather grapes of thornes, or figs of thiſtles. 
LUMar. 7.16.17.14. And who can bring a cleane thyng 
out of filthynes? Not any one , Job. 14. 4+ 


The Aſſumption is proved fir# thus: 

1. Whoſoever(beſides Chriſt Ieſus himſelf)have fuch 

offices and governmentas thereby they clayme to be ſpi- 

rituall Lords, they have the offices and government 

which are ſpeciall parts of Antichriſts apoſtaſie, & are 
indeed very Antichriſts themſclves: 

C 3 But 
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But thePrelates ofcheChyrch of Engt. have ſuch of. 
fices & government as thereby they clayme to be ſpirt- 


tuall Lords: 
Therfore the Prelates of the Church of Engl. have the 


offices and goverament, which are ſpeciall parts of Anti- 
chriſts apoſtaſte , and are indeed very Antichriſts them- 
{clves. 


ll The Propoſition ts proved by the Scriptures, which 
ll teach that there is but one Lord, the Lord Teſus Chriſt: 
'# Ephe, 4. 5.1 Cor, 8.6, and 12, 5. 2 Cor, 3.17. 18. With Pſal, 
ll 110, I. Micah, y.2. Luk, 19,12. 13; 14. 27. 109. 20 22.23, 
il 1 Cor, IT. 23. © 14.37. Rev. I, 11, 12.13. 474 2. 1,484 3, 
| x. 7. Now that theſe Scriptures and the like do {peak of 
a {pirituall Lord, is playne both by the circumſtances of 
iÞ the places themſelves, and becauſe the Scripture otier 
Fi where giveth allowance of many civil or temporal Lords, 
Il. but no where of any ſpirituall Lord, fave Teſus Chriſt a- 
lone, whoſe kingdome is not of this world, Gez. 40, r. 
& 45. 8, 1.44, 16, 16.4nd 26, 17.1 Kine. I. 11, Pſal. 149 
f, Din. 3.2. Aft, 25.26. 484 26,25 Rom. 13.1. 1 Cor. 1.26 
and 2.8, Tit. 3.1. 1 PH. 2, 5.13. T4." Rev. T7, 14; 41d 19. 
16. compared With the Scriptures here cited before. And more- 
over , whoſocver is a {pirituall Lord, he may require ſpt- 
rituall honour to be yeelded vnto him, and hath the 
1H Spirit of God to give vnto his people, and through him- 

I; ſelf by it can ſanCtifie them and theiractions and ſervice 

| of his Name, ec. Which things who is there that can 
requireand effet,but onely the Lord himſelf? And who 
" then can be a ſpirituall Lord, but he alone? So as here- 
' by alſo it appeareth, that all other which take vpon them 
#1. 40 be ſpirituall Lords, are indeed very Antichriſts. 

The Aflſumprion is proved by the Lawes and —_— 
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« ofthe Land, whoſe words be theſe, Pe is enafted by the 
Kings mo#t excellent Maieſlie, the Lords Spirituall and Tempo- 
yall, and the commons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled: For 
by the Lords pt: 1t4all is meant here the Prelates, Andto 
the ſame end it is to be obſcrved, that in their Canons 
and praQtiſe they take vpon them, as if they were ſpiritu- 
all Lords, not onely to preſcribe their own ordinanccs 
to the Church for the worthip of God, bur alſo to bynd 
the ſpirit and conſcience to the acknowledgment and ap- 
probation thereof; and yet turther in their ordination of 
Prieſts even to give the holy Ghoſt, ſaying to the Prieſts 
when they ordeyne them, Receive the holy Ghoſt , &6. as 
if it were in their power to give the Spirit of God to 
whom they would , or that they were authorized here- 
vnto by Ieſus Chriſt , who onely is the ſpirituall Lord 
of his Church.and giveth his ſpirit according to his own 
wilt, to whom and as ir plcafeth him. 70h. 1. 14. 16. and 
15-26.07 20.22, 1 C01,12. 4+ 50.7. Fphe. 4.7-1 10h. 2.20.27, 


The Aſſumption aforeſaid is proved ſecondlythus: 
2. The offices and government of ſuch Biſhops as are 
over Dioceſan and Provinciall Churches, and exerciſe 
eccleftaſticall juri{dition over all the Miniſters and: peo» 
ple therein, are ſpeciall parts of Antichriſts apoſtaſie: 
But the Prelates of the Church of Engl. have the offi 
ces and government of ſuch Biſhopsas are over Dioceſan 
and Provincial! Churches, and exercife ecclefiafticall jus 
ri{diftion over all the Miniſters and people therein: 
Therfore the Prelates of the Church of Engl. have 
ſuch offices and government, as be ſpeciall parts of Anti- 


chriſts apoſtaſie.. 


The Propoſition is evident, inaſmuchasthe offices 8& 
C 3 gOVCIN- 


o 
Ty 
432 


22 The 2. Reaſon 
government of ſuch Biſhops, and ſubjeRion of ſuch Mi- 
niſters and Churches,are onely to be found in Antichriſts 
apoſtaſic, and were never appointed by Chriſt or his A- 
poſtles, For now in thetyme of the Goſpell, Chriſt hath 

f42.7.15- {etnodther forme of viſible Churches to which he hath 

wb 5.5.5 given offices of Miniſtery , but onely particular congre- 

6. & 11.22. gations, ſuch as may cometogether in one, and joyntly 

«o4 15.22. perform all publick dutyes layd vpon them by the word 

#1: *:.; of God. As may appeare by the conſtitution of t allthe 

13.1.2. Churches planted by the Apoſtles, and written unto by 

14.23- 16 them in ſo many ſeverall epiſtles: alſo by the Churches 

7:77. 4» whom Chriſt wrote by Iohn inthe Revelation, Rev. 

gbe epeſtler ro 1, 11. With 2, and 3. chap, Other formes of Churches 

-» 1770" therefore no men have power to inſtitute. And when & 

>4 c; Wheretheyareereced, what other can they be but An. 

Theſ, g's. tichriſtian? 

And as for the examples of Timorhee,Tirm,and the like, 
vſually alleged for defence of the Prelates authority and 
juriſdiction, they will nothing help them. For theſe were 
Evangcliſts, which the Prelates are not : as we have ſhew« 

* Paz.s, Edin the *former Reaſon. And the particular Churches 
havein themſelves ech of them full intereſt and power 
from Chriſt to enjoy and practiſe all his ordinances, for 
Miniſtery, worſhip, government,and whatſoever he hath 
given his Church to be obſerved therein to the end of the 
world. Mat. 18. 17--20.4nd 24. 20, With A. 6.3--6. & 14. 
23+ 20. 17. 28. Rom. 12. 4--8. 1 Cor, 3.21, 22. 23. 474d 4. 
17.7 $4. Is 12. 474 IT. 2.23. 24: 25. 26, & 12.27. Of 
I4-33-36.@ 16.1. 17718, 3.15. 4nd 6.13.14, Rev.1. 1H. 
20. With 2, .& 3. chap. 

$7h. 15.16 And wheras the extraordinary offices of Apoſtles, 
Epei#les of che Prophets , and Evangeliſts, are ceaſed; yet *their fruit re- 
«/o#le. g'6. Mayneth ſtill; and we have the benefit of it far our di- 


retion 


4 4 
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reion by their writings, which the Churches then had + Ca. 
by their bodily preſence. To which end may be obſer- z;1;.;. 
ved allo, how | ſome of the epiſtles are written in the Co. -. -- | 
Name of Paul,& Timothee (ay Apoſtle, and an Evangelift); Fen ver be 
and ' ſome of them in the Name of Paul, Silvanus, and 1: Thef: 1.7: 
Timothee ('an Apoſtle, * 4 Prophet, and ap | Evaneeiiſt ): & 7 Theſ.1.8 
which three alſo are joyned togither for the conſtant tea- *; Cer. 4. 9: 
ching of one and the "a4 truth in Chriſt, 2 Cor. 1, 19. 179%-27- 
And withall, that the Apoſtles did then ſo write and +5;/vauu: be 


mind, as purpoſely intending the inſtructions and com- mg #heſame 
| with Silas, 4d 


mandements given by them ſhould be obſerved of all ; hte by che 


Churches, both of the Miniſters and other members x.me, rhe 


thereof according to their places,to the end of the world. z4cing of 167, 
/ and the hifto- 


(k9.12.3--9.0 15.4. 1 Cor, 4.6.17. 11.23--20.0 14-37-Gal.,, 
1.8.9. and 6. 16. 17. Fphe. 3 chap. and 4.11.12.13. Col. 1. 32. 40. and 
23--29.4nd 2.1.2. © 4,16.17. 2 Thef. 2.15. 1 Tim. 3.14. 16.19.0904 
I5.4nd5.21,474 6.3 .5. 13.14. 4nd 2 Tim.2.2,414 3. 1.15.16. Pee 
17.and 4.5.6. Titts Fpiſt, Heb, 2, 1---4. and 3.1---6. 4nd13.8, 
1 Per.g.12. 2Pet.1,12--21. 41d 2, 1.4nd 3.1.2, 3. 15. 16, > 799-450 
110b. 2.1,12.13.14. 4nd 4. 1--6, Inde, er. 3.17.18. 19. 
20,21, Rev. 1.3. 4yd 2. 3. chap. and 22. 18. 19. 20.) 
So as now there can be no need or lawfull viſe of any Di- 
oceſan, Provinciall, Nationall, or Vniverſall Biſhops. 
And for any reaſon or proof that the Prelates or any 
for them have brought or can bring from the Scripture 
for their Prelacy, it will aſwell follow that as they have 
now their Biſhops over Dioceſes, and Archbiſhops over 
Provinces;ſfo ifthe King would, he might have a Primate 
or Archprelate over all his Dominions; and if there were 
a Monarch over Europe, he might have a Patriarch 
over all the Prelates therein; and ſo an Emperourover 
the world (if there were any) might alſo have an Oecu- 


menicall ox V niver{all Biſhop and Pope over all the = 
n 
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And Timothees example would alwel warrant theſe, as 


it will the other :' ſeing there was not any Church inthe 


world, whither his office and the dutyes therof might 
not extend,as his calling and employment was.Ot whom 
the Scripture ſheweth , that he was, and did the dutyes 


of his office, ſometimes in one part of the world,& lomc- 


tymes in another, ſometymes in 4/4, and ſometymes 11 
Exrope : as may be ſeen by the countreyes where he was 
at ſundry tymes : As in Afia, being 1n divers countreyes 
and parts thereof, in Phyyzia, Galatia, Myj1a, Ionia, -&c. 


And in Europe likewiſe, in Macedomia, _AIchaia,ltaite, &rc. 


Aad in thele countreyes and nations, ſometymes in one 
City and with one church, and ſometymes with another, 
as namely,at Theſ/alonica, at Mhens,at Corinth,at Epheſes,at 
Rome , at Philippe, crc. Alſo ſometymes being with the 
Apoſtle Paul where he was himſelf, ſometymes lett be. 
hind him when he went other whither , ſometymes ſent 
for to come vnto him to ſuch place as he appointed, fom- 
tymes ſent away from him to other places where he 
would employ him, &c, And this, ſometymes to bring 
the Churches into aſetled order according to the Apoz 
ſtles direQion , ſometymes to ſtabliſh and comfort them 
being already in ſuch eſtate, ſometymes to know their 
ſtate, and to put them in remembrance of the Apoſtles 
wayes, ſometymes tolook that none taught otherwiſe, 
but that thEdodtrine and order delivered by the Apoſtles 
were reteyned among them,” &c, By all which appea- 
reth, both what the office and employment of an Evans 
geliſt was, and that Timothee was not a Biſhop in ordina« 
ry office, perteyning to any one *centayne place & peo- 
ple , but an Evangeliſt in extraoadinary tunRion, em- 
ployed ſometymes in one countrey & part of the world, 
and lometymes in another, ſometimes with one at 
an 
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and people, and ſometymes with another, according - 
as he had direction & appointment by the Apoſtle Paul, 
whoſe companion and aſſiſtant he was. For all which, 
ſee theſe Scriptures, Ad. 16. chap. and 17. 14. 15. 41d 18, 
5.4nd Ig, 22. 4d 20. 4. Remi, 21. I Cor. 4. 17. and 
16. 10. 11. 2 Cor. 1.19. Phil, 1.1. and2.19. 22.23. 1 The. 
3. I. 2+ 6. With bath the Fpiftles Written by Paul vnto Timothee, 

The like may be obſerved concerning Titms,who was 
ſometymes with the Apoſtle Paul himfelf, ſometymes 
Ictt behind him when he departed other whither, ſome- 
tymes called vnto him, ſometymes ſent away from him, 
Cc. being thus ſometymes in Europe, ſometymes in Aſa: 
And in Europe being alſo at divers places, as at Corinth 
#2 Achaia ; at Rome mltalie, in Creta, Dalmatia, &c. And 
in Aſia likewiſe, at lernſalem in Iudea, at Nicopolis in Arme- 
via, Ge, As appeareth by theſe Scriptures, 2 Cor. 8. 
23-24. 4nd 12,18, Gal. 2. r. 2 Tim. 4.10. Tit. 1.4. $.& 
3. 12. W#rh the Whole Fpiitle to Titus. And thelike may be 
ſcen alſo in Marcus, Ariſtarchw,Tychio,of others, whole cx- 
amples they might aſwel alledge as thoſe of Timothee & 
Titus. 467.12.2 5.and 13.5.4nd 15.37.39.4and 20. 4.5.4n4 27, 
2. Fphe,6. 21, 22, Col, 4.7.8. 10. 11. 2 73, 4. 11. 12. Tits 
3. 12, Philem, ver 2.4. 

But by ſuch allegations they let all men know hownear 
they are driven, that can fynd no warrant in the Scrip- 
ture for Dioceſan and Provinciall Biſhops, and therctore 
are glad to lay hold on the Evangeliſts office in 7:mthee 
and Titus: from which notwithſtanding they and their 
Churches and Miniſters are as farr as cloudy darknes is 
from the cleare light ofthe Sun. For the further decla- 
ration whereof, beſides that which hath ben ſayd here 
before and in other Treatiſes written of this argument, I 


will by way of queſtion propound ſome things to be conz 
D ſidered 


-—- 
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fidered by ſuch as are of judgement, which as they ſhal- 
be found may give more light to theſe and other poynts |! 


ſometymes called in queſtion. The things are theſe: 


1. Whether the ordinance of Chriſt be not ſuch, as | 
therein they which bein the greater offices, have(belides | 
their owne peculiar funRtion wherevnto they ought to at- 
tend) powerand authority both themſelves to performe 
the dutyes of any the inferiour offices, when there is juſt | 
and needfull occaſion, and to look that they be perfor- | 
med by all ſuch as they are ſpecially layd vpon, for the | 
better ſervice of the Lord and his church therein. 

2. Whether on the contrary, the apoſtaſte of Anti- 
chriſt be not ſuch [touching the Miniſtery and govern— | 
ment of the Church) as therein they which be in the 

lefler offices have power and authority among them to | 
exceed the dutyes of the office which Chriſt hath appoin- | 
ted,& to performe the dutyes apperteyning to the higher | 
offices: by meanes whereof borh Antichriſt hath riſen | 
vp to ſogreat a height, and ſo many orders and degrees | 
of ſuperior and inferior Miniſters have bene received and | 
ſtill are reteyned in that degenerate eſtate and apoltaſte | 


of the man of ſinne , as is come to paſle. 


And touching the firſt, becauſe the offices ſet by Chrift | 

14.42.:4, in his Church be of two forts, ſome extraordinary and 
79. 20. Ephe, for a tyme and ſpeciall vie , ſome ordinary and prrpetual: | 
+. 11-72 +, Whether itbe true #n both, orin the firſt, and in them a- 
lone. As for example, That the Apoles, who were in 


147.29, 25: the greateſt office ordeyned by Chriſt vnder the Goſpel, 


30 Ro.rr.25, 


76. : Th, had (beſides the peculiar office of Apoſtleſhip) the pow- 

;—#,1 Tie, er alſo andauthority of the other Offices of 'Prophets, 

#$+ 1,443: & Pi.h. @ 3,64p.1 10b.s. 18. Inde, ver,1g #6. - 
Valts 
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*Evangeliſts, * Paſtors, ! Teachers, 'Elders & * Deacons, *48. 2.:4.. 
both to performe them vpon juſt occafion themſelves, & 2/7& 1670 
to ſee the performed by others as is aforeſayd; For which, els > 
conſider the Scriptures here quoted in the Margent. #0, 8am. 7, 

And likewiſe, that the Prophers ( befides their owne 77-72-15 
ſpecial office) had in them the power & authority of the #+74.27. 16. 
other inferiour offices of Evangeliſts, Paſtors, Teachers, 4#--+*:4% 
8&c. AF.1S. 32, 40.41. 474 17.15. 4nd 18, 5.2. CO), 1.19. Go. 
Fphe. 3. $5.0. @ 4+ 11, 12. 

And in like ſort , that the Evangeli#s ( beſides their 
owne peculiar tuncion ) had in them the power and Al- 2 Tw1.ir, 
thoriry of the other ſmaller offices of Paſtors, Teachers, ,,,,,  _ 
Elders, &c. A4&.8. 35. 38. With 21.8. 1Cor.16.10, 2 Cor.l. 48,6.:2;6, 
19. 8,6.16.17.23.1 Theſ.3.2. With the Fpiit.to Tim. Tit, & 15.6-24. 
And, it being ſo in the ordinary offices likewiſe, that {77 4:74 
the Paſtors therefore(beſides their own peculiar function) xs. a, 


have in them the power and authority of the other ordi- , ,, A 
nary offices of the Teachers, Elders, and Deacons, for ;,.4.z.z 
performance and overſ:ght as is aforeſaid. AZ, 20.28. E= 4. & 71.29. 


s . Tim, oo = " : 4 | $9.1 Cor.is, 
Phe. 4. 11.12. 1 3. 1-—15. 4rd 5,17. 22, With 6, 13:14 — as 


Heb. 13.7. 17. 1 Pet. 5.1, 2.3.4, Ink, 12, 42. REV. Io 20. 70. 
With 2. 1,8. 12, 18. & 3.1.7. 14. 

Likewiſe that the Teachers haye in them (beſides their 
owne ſpeciall office) the power and authority of the ru- 
ling Elders and Deacons, 4c. 20, 22, 1 Cor. 3.8. 9. 10, & 
12. 8.12. 29, Fphe 4-11.12. 17m, 3, 1---15. 4nd 5. 17. Wah 
2 Tim. 2. 2. Tit, 1. $=-9+ Heb, 13. 7.17. 

And in like mane, that zhe Elders (belides their owne 
ſpeciall fun&ti6) have 1n the the power & authority of the 
Deacons office, for the doing and overſcing thereof as 
before is ſpoken. A@.11, 29. 30. 4nd 20.17,28. 1 The. 
$.12. 13.14: 1 Ti9.3-1--15, 40 5.1722, WiHh 6. 13.14 


Heb. 13.17. 1 Pets 5. I. 2+ 3+ 4 
Qa.- Finally 
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Finally , thatthe Deacons, as alſo the reſt aforefayd, 
have { beſides their owne peculiar office ) right and 
power to enjoy whatſoever intereſt the other mem- 
ers have in the Church, for any dutyes or ations to be 
pertormed therein, according to their place and 'con- 
dition. And further, that when they thall have miniſtred 
well inthe Deacons office, they may be called afore 0. 
ther of the brethren into the higher offices of the Elders, 
being endued with gittes therevato« AF. 6. 3. Rom, 12, 
4-—-#. 1 CY, 12, 12---28.I Tin, 3. S---13, 

But now on the contrary, when ſuch as were in the 
mfcriour offices, conteyned not themſelves within com- 
paife of their callings, but took vpon themſelves or had 
tayd vpon them by others power and authority of the ſu- 
pcrtour functions, then ſprung vp the apoſtaſte of Anti- 
chriſt in the churches miniſtery and government. As 
namely, whenthe Paſtors and Biſhopsof particular con- 
gregations came to have authority & overſight over ma- 
ny Churches and over the Minifters and people therein, 
in a kind of reſemblance of the extraordinary offices al. 
ready ceaſed: Comrarie #9 Rev. 1.11, 12.13.20. Wh 2,1.8.1% 
x. and 3.1.7. 14. AF. 20.28, Ephe, 4. Ht. 12.13 Phil, 1.1s 
I Pet. 5.1.2. 3.4: And that the ruling Elders or Pref by- 
ters (now called Prieſts)did the Miniſteriall dutyes of the 
Paſtors and Teachers in the particular Congregations: 
Contrary to Rom. 12. 7. 8.1 Cor, 12.24, 1 Ton. 5.17. And 
that the Deacons alſo baptized,and were Miniſters of the 
word; which the Apoſtles did purpoſely oppole to the 
dutyes of that office at the inſtitution thereof. AF. 6.2. 3, 
# Soas of theſe things itmay be ſayd, as Chriſt did in 
another caſe, From the beginning it Was not ſo. Mat, 19.9. 

And herevpon intyme many ſorts and degrees of infe- 
rior {cervide Miniſters and ſuperior Lotdly Prelates grew 
R 4s vp 


3 of Antichriſt. 
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vp & encreaſed in that defeQion of the Man of finne,till 


Antichriſt at the length was exalted in his throne. From 
which now agayne the Lord hath begunne to bring him 
downe , diſcovering and conſuming that myftery of inj- 
quity by the light and power of his Goſpell: and will not 
ceaſe, till the ſame be fully aboliſhed & caſt into the bot= 
tomles pit, from whence it firſt aroſe, 2 Thef. 2. 3.47. 8. 
9 10.11. 12. 4nd 1b. 2. 18.19. With Rev. 6. 12. 13. 14.404 
8, and g. and 13.and 14. and 16.and 17. and 18. and 19. thap. 
And hitherto of the Propoſition of the laſt Syllogiſme. 


The Aſſumption thereof (namely, rhar the Prelates of the 
Church of Fuel. have the offices and gevernment of ſuch Biſhops 
4; are over Dioceſan and Provincall Churches , and exerciſe eccles 


S call inrifdidtion over all the Minifters and people therein) is 


evident by their Church-conſtitution, Lawes, and praC« 
tile . And themſelves neyther will nor can deny it. 
} 


3. Theother Aſſumption aforeſaid (wiz, that the Pre- 
lates of the Church of Engel, have fuch offices ana government, 4s 
be ſpeciall parts of Amtichri/ts apoſtaſie ) is proved thirdly by 
this, that the offices and government of the Prelates of 
the Church of Engl. do not in their nature and proper | 
ve perteyne to any ſociety body and eſtate, eyther civilt 
or eccleliaſticall , but onely to the body and kingdome 
Of which, as alſo of other reafons pro 


ving the point ih hand , more ſhalbe ſpoken hereafter in 


the ſeverall Arguments following concerning this mat=- 
ter, And thus much concerning the Propoſition of 
this Argument. 


The Aſſumption of the Argument ( namely, has 


the preſent Miniſtery of the Chnrc aſſemblies of Fneland is 
the HMiniſterie of Deacons aud Prieſts ordeyned by the Prelates 
D 


therevuts 
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therevnto ) is vndeniably confirmed by the conſtitution, 
Canons,and obſervation of that Church. And to the 
end that this poynt may the better be con(idered, & be- 
cauſe it giveth great light and proof to the whole contro- 
verlie concerning the Antichriſtianity of their eſtate, I 
wil here notea few ſpecial things, which (among many 
other apperteyning to their office & calling ) may to this 
purpole be obſerved. 


Firſt for their Deacons, they are at their entrance into 
that office preſented to the Prelate by an Archdeacon or 
his deputy, ſaying, Reverend father in God, [ preſent wnto you 
che ſe perſons preſent, to be admitted Deacons, 

- 2» Thenthe Biſhop commending them to the pray- 
ers of the Congregation, with the Clerks & people pre- 
ſent, is to ſay or ſing the Leranic and Suffrages, with the 


communion of the day, and a number of {tinted prayers 
& Collects, borrowed from the Papiſts. 

3. Theypromiſe that they wil reverently obey their 
Ordinary, & other chief Miniſters of the Church, thar #, 
the Lord Biſhop of the Dioces , the Archbiſhop, Arch- 
deacon, Chancelor, Commiſſaric, & the reſt of that ſort, 
whoſe offices are Antichriſtian. 

4. After this promiſe made, they are then ordeyned 
Deacons by the Lord Biſhop or his Suffragane, laying his 
hands vpon their head, and ſaying , Take thou authority 
fo execute the off ice of a Deacon in the Church of God committed 
vntothee: in the name of the Father , the ſonne , and the holy 
Gbo#, Amen. | 

5s. Andthen the Biſhop dclivereth to every one of 
them the new Teſtament,ſaying, Take thou authority to read 
the Goſpel in the Church of God, and to preach the ſame, if thou 
be thereunts oraluarily communnacg. 
TO" : 6. Then 
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6. Then one of them appoynted by the Biſhop,reads 
the Goſpel of that day: And they al are jnjoyned to re- 
ccive the communion with the Biſhop, 

7. Alſoamong the works and duries of their office, 
they are appoynted to read Homilies and divine fervice, 
to inſtruct the youth in the Catechiſme, ro Baptiſe, and 
to preach, if they be admitted thereto by the Biſhop. 
Whereas it cannot be ſhewed that the Apoſlles ever layd 
theſe dutryes vpon the Deacons, but ſuch as are *plainely *44,5. 2: z. 
oppoſed to the miniſterie of the word and prayer, namely, F- 974%: 
the charge of the poor and Church treaſure, for the ga- 
thering and diſtribution of the Churches benevolence: 

Wherevpon ſome of themſelves ſeeking reformation 
have publ:thed heretofore, that * their Deaconship & a mere *Defence of 
humane in#titution,a degree to the Priefthood, and nothing like "w ys” ſcrp 
the ordinance of God, that | though the name of Deacons be re- / SLES 
mayning among them, yet the office t fowly perverted & turned Parliam. fir 
vp/ide downe; and that * it uw manifefly contrarie to the Word ; gy 4 
of God. The example of Philip , who was one of the ,.v ani 
ſeven Deacons, & preached & baptized (which by ſome 242.299. 
is alledged for approbation of their praQtiſe )wil nothelp 
them. Forhe was ina true and lawfull office, not in 
an Antichriſtian; he had a lawful calling by the Church, 
not an vnlawful entrance by Prelates, as theſe have;whe 


& where he was Deacs, the Apoſtles miniſtred'the word 


_ and baptized, neither was he then ordeyned tothe ad- 


miniſtration thereof, but attended to the tables of the 
poor; and afterwards when he preached aud baptized, 
he did the work and office of an Evangeliſt, by which 
name the Scripture expreſly calleth him. A#. 6. 2--6, 
& 2.14.40, 41.42. (721. 8. With 8, $,6,7.12,26,29. &C. 


Next, for the Pries,firſt they muſt be Deacons, that is, 
ſer 


32 » -* Theſecond Reaſon | 
: by the Prelates in the office and after the maner afore- 
ayd . | 
FN Then having continued in that office the ſpace of a 
yeare ( exceptit ſeem otherwiſe good tothe Ordinary) 
they are agayne preſented to the Biſhop or his Suffra- 
ganc, by an Archdeacon or his deputy, ſaying, Reverend 
father in God, Tpreſent theſe perſons preſent to be admitted to the 
Order of Prieſthood . 

3. Afterward there followeth the Letany, and ſome 
Collects and tinted prayers takea out of the Popes pon# 
tificall: with an exhortation , an Epiſtle and Goſpell, 
wherein they abuſe and pervert the Scripture. 

4+ Then the Prelate aſketh them, Do you rhink in your har# 

that you be truly called according to the Wilof our Lord leſes Chriſt, 

is and the order of this Church of Enzland,to the Miniſtery of Prieſt= 

q hood? And the partyes that are to be ordeyned, anſwer, 
| 

| 
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every one for himſelf, 7 rhint ir . 

5. At which tyme allo they promiſe agayne, reverent- 
ly to obey their Ordinary & other chief Miniſters of the 
Church, that is the Prelates and other Officers aforeſaid; 

6. So aftera few queſtions made, and prayers read, 
they kneel downe vpon their knees at the Prelates feet, 8 
he with the Prieſts preſent lay hands ſeverally vpon the 
head of every one of them that recciveih orders, ſaying 
vato them , Receive the holy Cho? , Whoſe /innes thou aoeff 

foretve, they are foratuen: and Whoſe ſinnes thou aveſt reteyne, 
they are retryned : & be thou a frithfull dipenſour of the Word 
Note, how of God,and ofhis holy Sacra nents. In the name of the Father & of 


- Sor the ſonne, and of the holy Ghoſt, Amen. 
thoughyet #7. Andthen the Prelate delivereth to each of them, 


they havens the Bible in his hand,ſaying,Take thou authority to preach the 


- ail Word of God, and to miniſter the holy Sacraments in the congre- 
Thou 


Vo. gation, Where thou © (halt be ſo appointed, 


Hearn} hearing the Miniff, of Exel. 
Thus are they made Prieſts: & when at any tyme they 
enter into a benefice, they muſt beſides have the Preſen- 


&c.)& the inſtitution of the Prelate,who is an Antichriſt, 
tro whome now alſo they ſweare to yeeld Canonicall o- 
bedience; & by whom otherwiſe they ſtand alway ſub- 
ject to beſilenced, ſuſpended, degraded, and deprived. 

And for the works of theit-calling, ſome are ſuch as 
Chriſt hath not preſcribed to his, Miniſters in his Teſta- 
ment (ſuch as be their og ag of mariage, buriall 
of the dead, churching of women,reading of homiltes, 


ration of the Patrone (who may be a Papift or Familiſt, 


S 
* 4 ” - n 


& ſtinted prayers,&&c. ) & ſome being ſuch as Chriſt hath 


preſcribed,yetar they not ſo adminiſtredas hein his word 
hath ordeyned, but according as is appointed in their 
book of Common prayer , & in their Canons, Injunti- 
ons, Advertiſements, &c. according to which they are 
bound to pray,and to adminiſter the word, Sacraments, 
and cenſures, among them. | 

Other particulars, many and ſtraunge, vied in the en- 
trance and performance of their Office of Prieſthood, I 
omit , Onely I will annex this one thing more, how by 
their Canons they have now provided further and made 
it a conſtitution of their Church , 
be- received into the CMiniſtery , nor admitted to any Ecile- 
Seafticall living, nor fuſfred to preach, except he be licemced by 
the CArchbiſhop or Biſhop of the Dioces, &c. and except he ſhall 
f1r# ſubſeribe , That the book of Common prayer, and of ordering 


Biſh 


ops , Prie#s and Deacons , comteyneth in it nothing contrarie 
#0 the Word of God , and that it may lawfully ſo be wſed, & that 
he himſelf vill vſe the forme in the ſayd Book preſcribed in pub- 
lick prayer, and admini#tration of the Sacraments, & none other. 
Alſo, That he alloWweth the book of Arricles of Religion agreed 


*pon by the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of both Provinces , and the 
3 E. Whole 


t That v0 perſon # hall "Canens of 
Anno 160 3» 
Can, ;6, 
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Whole Clergie in the convocation ho!d-n 4t Landon in the ye ave, 
1502. 4n4 thu he a:knawledzeth all & every the Articles there= 
1 conteyn'd,ro b2 azreeable to the Word of God. In which Ar- 
ticles although there be many truths, yet there are alſo 
errors not atew, to which they muſt ſubſcribe that they 
arc agreeable to the word of God, and that they do thus 
{ſubſcribe Willinzly and ex animo. ; 


Laſtly, for their Biſhop & Archbiſhops, 1. there is with 
Other things atoreſaid,atrheir conſecratioa allo to be read 
an Epitle,Gopell, ani Cre). 

2. Aﬀter which ended, the cle&ed Biſhop muſt be | 
preſented by two Biſhops, vnto the Archbiſhop of that ? 
Province, orto ſome other Biſhop appointed by his Co- } 
miſftion, the Biſhops that preſent him ſaying, My reve- | 
rend Father in God, Wwe preſent vnto you this godly and Wel lear. 
med man, to be conſecrated Biſhop. 

3. Then the Archbiſhop demaunds the Kings mandate, | 
for the conſecration . And after a lawfyull oth concer- 
ning the Kings ſupremacy, they muſt take an vnlawtull 
oath of obedienceto the Archbiſhop : which is thus, 7 
the name of God, Amen. I N, choſen Biſhop of the Church anda 
Sie of N. do profeſſe and promiſe all due reverence and obedience 
go the Archbiſhop and to the Metropoliticall Church of N. and to 
#hetr ſucceſſours, fo help me God, frank Teſus Chriit, Which 
oath at the conſecration ofan Archbiſhop is omitted. 

4. Afterward vpon the Archbiſhops demaund he an- 
fwereth a number of queſtions, * Ofh# perſrafin that he 
» truly called to this miniſtration according to the Will of our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt , and the order of the Reatme, *Of the (uficiency of 
ghe Scriptures, and hs determination With them to inſtruct the 
people comitted to bis charge; Of hu ftudy faithfully to exerciſe 
_—_ If in the (1y4 Scriptures, * Of bu readynes With all 

faithful diligence to baniſh and drive 4Way all m_— and 

| | = "= 
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france decirine , contrary to Gods Word, 5 Ot hu cave to deny 
all vngodlynes and Worldly luſes, and to live oberly, righteouſty, 
and godly, in thu World, 6, Of his purpoſe ro maymteyne & et 
orward quietnes, peace, and love among all men, and to correct 
and puniſh ſuch as be vnquiet, diſobedient , and criminous With- 
in 11s atoces, according touch authority as he hath by Gods Word, 
and the ordinance of the Realme; 7Ot his carefulnes ro ſhew him= 
ſelf gentle, and mercifull for Chriſts ſake to poore people, and ſtran= 
zers. To all which they anſwer affirmatively,andwalk for 
the moſt part negatively : as their eſtate & practiſe ſhews 
eth vnto all men,that will open their cyecs to ſee it. 

s. Then muſt be ſung orſayd, Cexre holy Gheſt, &c. 
whoſe direction given-'in the Scriptures for the offices 8& 
ordinances appointed by Chriſt they rejec, and follow 
the Papiſts and their owne deviſes, ſo making the com 
mandement of God of no effec through their traditions. 

6. For the conſecration it ſelf, the Archbiſhop and 


Biſhops preſent, muſt lay their hands vpon the head of 


the elected Biſhop, the Archbiſhop ſaying : Take the holy 
Ghoſt , and remember that thow ſtirr 1p the grace of God, Whub 
i5in thee, by wo 046 of hands: for God hath not given vs the 
ſpirit of feare , but of power,and love, and ſobernes, Where 
note agayne their vayn preſumption & impiety in taking 
vpon them to give the holy Ghoſt , having no power fr6 
the Lord therevnto . Yetl ſuppoſe this conſecrated Bi- 
ſhop takes aſmuch as the Archbiſhop gives, & the Arche 
biſhop gives aſmuch as the Biſhop takes: which of what 
quantity and quality it is, let their eſtate and works be 


witneſlcs , 
7. Then the Archbiſhop delivereth him the Bible, ſay- 


ing: Give heed wnto reading, exhortation, and doetrine: 
Think vpon the things conteyned in this book ; Be diligent us 


{caching and doing them, fc, Be to the flock of Chrift a SheÞe 
| E 2 beard, 
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Jewd, Bol 4 Wolf, feed chem, devour tham not , &c, Wheres 
in their praRiſe is as contrary,as their office is degenerate 
from the ordinance of Chriſt, 

And thus is their fourme of conſecrating Biſhops and 
Archbiſhops. Wherein I omitto norte in particular their 
great abuſe and profanation of the Name and word of 
God, inthe Scriptures and prayers then vſed, from the 
beginning to the end of that their conſecration. Neyther 

. will I ſtand to ſpeak of their adminiſtration and govern- 
ment: nor of their other degrees & tunRions of Deanes, 
Prevendaries, Chauncellors, Archdeacons, Commiſſaries, Off 1ct- 
als, and the reſt of that ſort among them: ſeing there are 
ſo many vnanſwerable treatiſes already publiſhed of this 
Argument, concerning the Antichriſtianity and vnlaw- 
fulnes of their Offices, callings, works, and maintenance. 

Yet before I end this poyat ,I wil here ſet downe two 
of their ownelate Canons, and ſome of the ſayings and 
teſtimonyes both of the Martyrs of old, and of the (ee- 
kers of Reformation in this latter age: that fo their oppo- 
ſition againſt the truth and amongſt themſelves may by 
this meanes yet further appeate. 

| "FIND Their Canons are thele, 1. * Whoſoever ſhall 
110. 1693, affirme, that the government of the Church of England, wnder 
Eav.7, his: Maieſty by t Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deaves, CArchdeacons, 
and the reit that bear office tn the ſame , is Antichriſtian oy ve- 
pugnant to the Word of God: let him be excommunicated iplo 
facto, and ſocontinue untill he repent and pubiikly revoke ſuch 
614;d.Can.t. his Worcked errors, 2. And, * Whowever ſhall af- 
farme or teach, That the fourme and maner of making and conſe« 
crating Fiſhops , Prieſts, or Deacons, conteynerh any thing in it, 
that ts repwonant to the Word of God, or that they Who are made 
Biſhops, Prieſts, or Deacons in that forme are not lawfully maac, 


wer owght za be arcemited eqiber by themſelves or by others, , 7 
| 3: uly 
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gruly eyther Biſhops, Prieſts, or Deacons, «till they have 
foe other calling to thoſe divine Off ices: let him be excommu- 
micated iplo facto , mot to be reſtored wntil he repent and 
publilely revoke ſuch his Wicked errors, Theſe are their 
Canons, among many other the like, by which all may 
ſee how earneſtly they ſet themſelves to hold vp the fal- 
ling apoſtafie of the man of finne, as other before tyme 
have laboured to healethe deadly wound of the beaſt. 
2 Thef. 2, 3--12. With Reve, 13. I. 12. Oc. 

The teſtimonies of the Martyrs to the comnny 
{ which here I will mention ) are theſe , being of ſuc 
alſo as were of our owne countrey. Tohn Claydon 
(burnt in Smithfeild at London, in the yeare, 141. ) 
held t har Archbiſ hops and Bff hops , ſpeaking inaifferenth, t4#. & 
are the ſeats of the bea#t Amichriſt, Whey he ſareth in them mu® _ 
and reieneth above other people in the dark caves of errors & "COIN 


hereſies . Sir Iohn Oldcaftle , Lord Cobham (put 
to death about the yeare, 1417. ) witneſſed, ' that the 11%: pap 
Biſhops , Prieſts , Prelates, and Monks, are the body of that " 
ereat Antichriffk, And, that the palefion and Lordſ hips 
of the Clergy, are the venime of Inaas ſhed into the Charch, 
William Tindall (burnt by Filford Caſtell,in Braband) *Tind«b0- 
and Tohn Frith ( burnt at London, in Smithfeild) pub- _y CPs 
liſhed, * that Archbiſheps, Lordbishops, Archdeacons, Deanes, par Y 
Officials, Parſons, Vicars, and the reft of that fort, are the Prelares. 
a:(ciples of Antichriſt, yea very Awtichrift « themſelves, And?” .- On 
loan Bale (an exile for the teſtimony of Teſus) *wrote, ooo bes 
tat the names of blaſpbemie Written vpor: the Beaits bead(Rew. tween Chris 
1:,2nd 17.)are none other then the proud zlitterins titles, where. ©4*6c Popes 
Po!rb rhey garniſh their vſurped authority , to make it ſeem elovi- +1n his t- 
0144 70 the World, bavine Within them conteyned the myſterie of yt of botls 
72194'tie, What other els ( ſayth he ) 4 Pope, Cardinal; ion.) 

: | on ReV' 13.84 
_Hetropelitane, Primate , Archbi(bop, Dioceſan, Archacacon, aud 17. ge 

| ga 3 Ofuiall, 
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Official, Chantelour, Commiſſary, Prebend, Parſon, Vicar, aud 
fuch like, but very names of blaſphemie? For offices they are not 
appointed by the holy Gho#t , nor yet once mentioned in the Scrip- 
YES, 

The ſayings of ſuch as of latter dayes have ſought re. 
tm, 1 formation, which herel will note downe are thele: 'rha# 
he Parliarn. the names and offices of Archbiſhops , Lordbiſhaps , Chancelonrs, 

Archdeacons, Camiſſaries , Officials, Deanes, Parſons , Vicars, Pa- 
riſh prieſts, Stipendaries, &c.are drawen out of the Popes fl hep 4s 
out of the Troiane horſes bel'y for the deſtruitia of Gods kingdome; 
Thar their Pontificall, Whereby they conſecrate Biſhops, make 
Miniſters and Deacons, 1s nothing els but a thins Wword for 
Word drawn out of the Popes pontificall, Wherein he ſheweth 
himſelf to be Antichriff moſt lively, That they enter not in by 
Chri#, but by a Popiſh and vnlawfull vocation, That When they 
are made Menifters , eyther they may tary in their Colledge and 


lead the lives of loytering loſels, or els go abroad With the Bj- 

s Buls like t8 Circumcellions or Fryers to preach in other mens 

charges Where they l/?, or els get benefices by Fend[hip or money, 

or if all thoſe fayle, they may go vp and aowne like beggers, & 

fall to many folges or els (as many have done) ſet wp bils at 
Fa 


Powles or at the Royall exchange & ſuch like places, toſee if they 
can hear of ſome good Maſters to enterteyne them toſerve a cure, 
Thus have they ſpoken and written heretofore, when 
they ſeemed to loath theſe tinting abhominations(as them- 
ſelves then called them) and when they did not bring 
balme to cure the ſore of Babe/;as now many of them do, 
though all in vayne: for ſhe cannot be healed, faith the 
Lord of hoſtes. /er. 51. 8.9. And hithertoof the firſt 
Argument, proving thatthe preſent Miniſterie of the 


Church-afſemblyes of England is the Miniſtery of Anti- 
chriits apoltaſic . Th 
C 
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TE Miniſterie of the Prelacy profeſſing it ſelf to be Chriſts, and yet TT, 
ſtanding in ſuch eſtate as it doth not obey Ieſus Chriſt in his owne : 
ordinance of Miniſterie worſhip and government of the Church , as 
cheir Prophet Prieſt and King, that Miniſterie whatſoever it profefle in 
word , yetisin deed the Miniſterie of Antichriſts Apoſtaſe. 

But the preſent Miriſterie of the Church-afſemblies of Engl. is rhe 
Miniſterie of the Prelacy profeffing it ſelf ro be Chrifts, & yet Pn 
1n ſuch eſtate as 1t doth not obey Ieſus Chriſt in his owne ordinance © 
Minſterie worſhip and government of the Church, as their Prophes 
Prieſt and King. 

Therefore the preſent miniſterie of the Church aſſemblies of Engl. 
whatſoever it profeſſe ia word, yet is in deed the Miniſterie of Anti» 
chrilts apotata, | 


He truth of the Propoſition is manifeſt : becauſe 
thereis no other Miniſtery but Antichriſts that ſtan- 
deth in ſuch eſtate. And they are in deed of Antichriſt, 
that proteſſing the name of Chriſt, yet refuſe to obey him 
in his owne ordinance of Miniftery worſhip and govern- 
ment of the Church, as their ProphetPrieſt and King. 
As may appeare by theſe Scriptures compared together, 
and others the like: Dext. 18,18.19. Pſal, 110. I. 23-4. 
Mat. 15. 9.4nd 17. 5s. and 28.20. Ink.19. 27,404 22. 25. 
26, Rom. 12. 3-8, Fphe, 4. 8.11.12. 171#8.6.13, 14.1 Fet. 
$. I--4. With 2 Theſ, 2.2. 4. 1 Ti. 4. 1. 2. 3+ 1100p 2. 14. 
19. 22, and 4.3. and 2 lob. Utr.7, ReV.13. IT. 470 14s 


9--12. (7 22.18.19, 


Thetruth of the Aſſumption is evident, by that 
which hath bene ſaidin the Reaſons *' here going be- jp, , 
fore, And their conſtitution it ſelf ſheweth it, in that 2 
they are fo farr from- obeying Ieſus Chriſt in his owneor- 


dinance of Miniſtery worſhip and goverament of the 
Church 
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Church, as they do all of them receive execute or ſtand 
ſubje& vato the Miniſterie and government of another 
Archbiſhop, and Lordbiſhop then Ieſus Chriſt, of an 
Archeacon, and of a Parſon Vicar or Stipendary, being 
Pricſt or Deacon, fo ordeyned by the Prelates : As al 
ſo in their adminiſtration, regding prayers out of a book, 
ſtinted and jmpoſed vpon them, and obſerving many 0- 
ther inventions of men in the worſhip of God continual- | 
ly vied among them: And likewiſe in their Church-go- | 
vernment, according to their Canons, Courts, excom- 
munications, degradations, 8 other like proceedings, by 
the Prelates and their Officers. Which were never ap- 
pointed by Chriſt, the Prophet Prieſt and King of the 
Church: as may be ſeen in his Teſtament, where they 
are notto be found. And this we have ſhewed hereto- 
fore more particularly in other Treatiſes already publi- 
ſhed: towhich 1 reter the Reader. Refur. of Mr. Giffs The 


Apologie again? the Oxf.Doi?. Treatiſe of Miniſt .of the Church 
of Engl. P48, 23, 29. 30. (os 


The third Argument, 


He Miniſterie of Chriſtians which is oppoſed againſt and exalted 
above the holy things, Miniſteric , and ordinances of Ieſus Chriſt, | 


that is the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſie : ; 
But the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-aſſemblies of Engl. is the 


Minifſterie of Chriſtians oppoſed againſt and exalted aboye the holy 


things Miniſteric and ordinances of Ieſus Chriſt. : 
Therfore the Ho Miniſterie of the Church-afſemblics of Engl. 


is the Miniſteric of Antichriſts apoſtaſic, 


The firſt part of the Argument is certaine, and ma- 
nifeſt by theſe Scriptures, 2 Theſ. 2. 3. 4+ With 110.2, 
IF. 19. 4.1.2.3. & Rev.g. &f 13. 14. 17. 18. chap. 


The truth of the ſecond part of the Argument ap- 
| peareth 


Againſt heaving the Min, of Engt. 2 9 


pearcth evidently : 1. In this} that'a man may peace 
ably adminiſter or receive their holy things, in their wa. 
ner, by vertue of their' Deaconry or Prieſthood received 
from the Prelates; which is the preſent Minifſterie of that 


Church, as hath bene ſhewed before. But if any. 


do adminiſter or receivethe holy things of God by the 
offices of Paſtors and Teachers, entred into and execu- 


ted according, to the teſtament of Chriſt,they are for this 


cauſc evil intreated, reviled, and perſecuted vmo death, 
even by theſe who profeſſe themſclyes* ro þe 'Chriſti- 
ans. 2, Secondly, . in,that their Prelacy Prieſthood and 
Deaconry, is the very meanes of thruſting away & kee=- 
ping out of rhe Church, the Miniſtery and order which 
Chriſt hath appointed Mn his word, ©  * k 

Which ſome of themſelves. 
ledged and written, affirming that Lora br of Arhaea- 


tons, Commiſſaries , Offuials, and the ret, thruſt away moſt ſa- 


havc heretofore acknow- - 


Admon to the 
Parliam, 


crilegiouſly rhe order Which Chriſt hath left tn his Charch, © and” 


Phch the Primitive Charch hath uſed; That they rob the 
Church of lawful Paſl ors, Wwatchfull Elders, and cart full Deacons, 
And, that by the leneth of their wnlawfwl ſwords they keep out 
the lawfull members of the body of Chrift , Which & the Church. 
Neyther need” we ſeek any. further proof hercof, then 
that which'is daily felt and ſeen, in their bloody oppo- 
{ition and proud exaltation above the holy things, ordi- 
nances, and ſervants of Ielus Chriſt: Who being Lord 
over all, will bting their wayes vpon their owne heads, 
and when they have filled vp the meaſure of their iniqui- 
ty, will judge them according to their works , 


The fourth Argument. -- 


THe. Ninifterie which is fuch "as in che nature and condition therk- 
16, 6 R ” 


Sermon on 
Rem. 12, 


1. 
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42 The 2. Redfon \ © 
of, yt pereeyneth not to any body and eſtace, eyther civill or eccleſiaſti- 
call , but onely to the body and kingdome ot Aatichriſt, that is the Mi- 
niſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſic: 

But the preſent Mininiſterie of the Church-aſſemblies of Engl. is | 
ſuch asin the nature an4 condition thereof ir perteyneth: not to-an y 
boy oreſtace, eyther civill or eccleſiaſticall, but onely to-the body 
and kingdome of Antichriſt: | 
Therefore the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-afſmblies of Engl. | 
15 the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſic, | 


The Propoſition none can deny. And forit, ſee | 
2 Theſ. 2. chap. With Rev. 13. 11-—18. 4nd 14. 4nd 16. | 


and 17. and 18. and 19. and 21, chap. 


The Aſſumption is cleare toall that will open their 
eyes to {ce the truth of it: in as much as their Prelacy, 
Prieſthood, & Deaconry ( the preſent Miniſtery of that } 
Church) is fuch-in the nature and condition thereof, as 
the civill eſtate of the Common-wealth may be per- 
tet withoutthem : for they are eccleſiaſtical functions; | 
the Church: of Ghriſt may be:complect without them,. | 
and yet haveall the offices appointed by Chrift there- | 
vnto; andthe Turks and Pagans, neyther have them-nor | 


 requirethem.  Onely the body and kingdome of the 


Romiſh Antichriſt cannot be full and furniſhed in all che 


officesthereof without them. Which all men knowto- 


be true, From whichalſo an argument to: the ſame 
purpoſe may be framed: inthis ſort. 


The fifr Argument. 


T7 Minifterie which is ſuch as the body of Antichriſt the man of 
; finne cannot withourit be compleet in all the members and Cano- 
nicall funRions thereof, thatis the Miniſterie of Antichrifts apoſtaſie : 
But the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-afſemblies of Engl. is ſuch, 
as the body of Antichriſt the man of finne cannot without it be com- 


plect in all.the members and Canonicall funQions thereot : - 
Therefore 


1 of 
no- 
ee? 


ich, 


Me 


dre 


Againft hearing the' Minit. of Fnel. | 
Therefore the preſent Minifteric ofthe Church-aſlemblies of Engle 
js the Miniſterie of Antichrifts apoſtaſie , | 


The Propoſition is cleare and certaine. $5 
The Aſſumption is proved by the Canons, Pontifi- 


call, and eſtate of the Romiſh Antichriſt the man of 


ſinne, and by the (conſtitution of that body in themem- 


bers and functions thereof : As al] muſt needs c-nfeſle, 


that have any knowledge of the conditio of that Chuxch 
and Officers perteyning therevnto . 


The fixt Argument. 


He Miniſterie of Deacons Prieſts and Prelates , which accounts It 
ſelf ro be Chriſts, and yet in deed is ſuch as the Kings and Rulers of 
the earth may and oughe to ſuppreſſe and root out of their dominzons, 
that is the Minifteric of Antichriſts apoſtaſie. 

But thepreſent Miniſteric of the Church-aſſemblies of Engl. 1s the 
Minifterie of Deacons Prieſts and Prelates, which accounts itſelfro be 
Chriſts , and yer indeed is ſuch as the King may and ought to ſupprefie 
and roote out of his Dominions - 

Therefore 1t is the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſic . 


The Propoſition is proved, 1. Becauſe there is no 0- 
ther ſuch Miniſtery but Antichriſts, which accounts 
it ſelfto be Chriſts, when in deed it is ſuchas the Ma- 
giſtrates ought to abandon and rootout of their domini- 
ons. 2. Becauſe that which is in truth the Miniſtery of 
Chriſt, no Princes may refuſeor ſet againſt: But in ſo do- 
ing they finne highly againſt the Lord, and provoke his 
judgements againſt themſelyes & their kingdomes. Kev. 


I7.12, I 3+ I'4. 14, I7, With Pal. y I'p. II I'2, and Eſa, 60. Iſo, 
Il, 12, 


The Aſſumption hath two yore to be conſidered: 
The one, thatthe Miniſtery ofthe Church of Engl. is 
E A the 
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Miniſtery of Deacons Prieſts & Prelates which accounts 
it ſelf to be Chriſts: which themſelves cannot nor will 
not deny. The other, that in deed itis ſuch as the King 
may and ought to ſuppreſ{c and root out of his domini- 

frreetye of Ons. Which we have ſhewed already both in ? other 


Mmi/?. | | 
—4 - Treatiſes, and in the firſt Reafon here before. And the 
205.1;z4, forward preachers among them haveyeelded it, in their 


_ we ſuits to the Parliament to have it removed and taken a- 
197.199, Way. And ifthe Prelates and their conforming Prieſts 
Fhe 4»logie affirme the contrary, they are impuganers of the Kings 
p42. 27.573. ſupremacy, and excommunicated 7pſo fafo, by their 
eta] #97. owne Canons : the words whereof be theſe, in the ſe. 
cond of their ' laſt Canons : Where firſt theTitle is thus, 
—_— f Impuaners of 1h? Kings ſupremacy cexſurea; And then the Cang 
<a w '5* it{elffolloweth thus : Whoſoever (hall afſirme that the Kings 
Mateftte hath not the {ame arthority in cauſes eccleſiaſtirall that 
the godly Kings had amone#t the Tewes,and Chriſtian Emperors in 
the Primitive Church,e3c. let him be excommnicated ipto. facto, 
nnd not reſtored but one!y by the A>chbiſnaþ after bis repentance 

and publick revocation of thoſe his Wicked errours . 
From which Canon, I reaſon thus: The godly 
Kings amonelt the Iewes had ſuch authority in cauſes 
Eccleſtaſticall,asthey might ſuppreſſe within their domi- 
nions any Miniſteries not ordeyned by the Lord, and 
therefore any falſe Minifteries whatſoever,as Ioftah did 
the Chemarims, the Prieſts of Baall, them that burnt meenſe to 
the hol? of heaven, &c. Therefore allo, ſeing the preſent 
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» 4, Ll te Miniftcry of the Churchof England * 1s not that which | 


groved before Chriſt ordeyned and gave to his Church, and conſe- 
245.2. quently muſt needs be a falſe Miniſtery, the King of 
England having the ſame authority in cauſes eccleſiaſti- 
call as thoſe Kings of Iudah had, may and oughttorſup- 


prelle and root out of his dominions this their dlinitery 


« 
, 
X 


. 


_Aeainſt hearinethe Minift. of Fuel. 
and Prelacy of Archbiſhops, Lordbiſheps, Suffraganes , Prief?s, 
Deacons , Subaeacons, Archdeacons, &c. Like as King Hen- 
ry the cight did the Abbats, Monks , Nunes , ©. 

And themſelves cannot” deny , bu t eyther they muſt 
prove their Prelacy and inferiour Min iſtery aforeſayd to 
be ordeyned by Chriſt in his Teſtament,and ſo to be the 
true Miniſterie given by Chriſt to his Church, or els if 
they afirme that the King hath not authority to ſuppreſle 
and take it away, they are by the ſentence of their owne 
Canons impreners of the Kings ſupremacy , and excommunica- 
zed ipſo fato , aud not 10 be reſiored but after repentance and 


puolk YECUOCATION of thoſe Wicked erronrs, And ſo commeth 


vpon them that which Chriſt hath ſayd, Of 7hyne ovine 
mouth Will 7 indae thee , 0 evillſervant. Inc, 19. 22, 

And wheras by the ſame Canon, the power of reſtoring 
fuch is committed onely to he Archbiſhop, with the con- 
dition aforeſaid, it would be knowen, it the Archbiſhop 
himſelf be in the ſame caſe, who ſhall now reſtore him; 
and whether it can be done to him any more then to the 
reſt, without hi repentance and publick revocation of thoſe his 
Wicked errours. Which if heand the reſt had grace to re- 
voke, theſe queſtions would ſoon be at an end. | 

' But howſoever they deale, and the Kings of the earth 
for a while mainteyne or ſuffer them, certaine it is'that 
the King of Kings(the Lord Iefus Chriſt )will in his time 
vtterly confume and aboliſh that lawleſſe apoſtatie and 
myſtery of iniquity in all the power and tyrannicall viur- 
pation thereof. 2 The. 2. 3. 4.7.7. With Rev.14--20 hap. 
From whence we will take the next and laſt Argument, 
which now we will alledge. 


The ſeventh Argument. 


F- the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-afſemblies 
of England be ſuch , as it ſhalbe aboliſhed IF 


VIT. 
F 3 | 


is 
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the Lord, throuzh the ligh: an4 pow2r of his Goſpel, according to 
that Whichis written, 2 Taeſ.2.3. #. with RS. 14. 6.7.4, awd :f. $5.20, 
then :t 1s the Miniſtzrie of Antichriſts apoſtafſte: 

But the preſent Miniltery of the Church-afſſemblies 9f Engl, is ſuch 
as it ſhilbz aboliſh:d by the Locd , throuzh che light and power of hig 
Goſp-ll, according to that which is written, 4 Theſe 2, z, #8. with Rev 
146,757.98. and rd, +. 5. 20. | 

Therefore it is the Miniſterie of Antgichrifts apoſtaſte. 


The Propoſition is evident, as may appeare by the 
Scriptures mentioned in it. 
The Aſſumption alſo is manifeſt, & may thus be ſhew- 


fx The/: 2.5 ed: 1. The Scripture teacheth, that | the Lord will con- 


8. with Eſ3. 


44.6, 


(ume the man of finne with the breath of his mouth, in 


7.4. the power of his word; and therefore alſo his coun- 


terfeit offices, ordinances, and authority. Ot which fort 
thepreſent Miniſtery of the Church-aflemblies of Engl. 
being found to be, it will follow that theſe ſhall alſo with 
the reſt of that body be aboliſhed by Chriſt with the 
brightnes of his come & with the breath of his mouth 
in the power of his Goſpell. Otherwiſe the man of finne 
ſhould not be conſumed away , as the Lord hath ſayd he 
ſhalbe; and hath therefore called him 2he ſonxe of perdirion 
or deFra7ion, becaule he is appointed to be conſumed & 
aboliſhed. 2 Theſ. 2. 3, Andlcing that although in all 
other places of the earth , all the offices, parts, powers, 
and ordinances of his kingdome and religion were abo- 
liſhed, yet fo long as the preſent offices and funRions of 
the Prelacy Prieſthood and Deaconry,in the Archbiſhops, 
Archaeacons, Lordbiſhops, Deanes, Prebenaaries, Parſons, Vicars, 
and the reſt of that ſort, with their ay Works maintenance, 

aſſemblies , Courts , Canon, and proceedings eccleſiatticall do 
continew in England; the Miniſtery power and authori- 
of the man of finne were not conſumed and aboliſhed, 


as the Scripture hath forctold ſhall come to paſle: it muſt 
needs 
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needs be that theſe alſo ſhall-go into deſtruction withthe 
reſt of that body , For true and ſtrong js he which hath 
fayd it , and will performe it. Rev. 19. 1.2. 8. 20. 21. 41d 
I9. 1,2. Wb 2 The. 2. 3. 8. | . 

2. Agayne, ſeing the Scripture faith, that 'for zh pur- 1 1126b. g.8, | 
poſe the Sonne of God hath appeared , that he might looſe the Works 
of the Divel : and the comming of the man otf:inne, in all 

his apoſtaſie, is in another Scripture ſaid to be by zhe Wor- 
king of Sathan, 2 Theſ. 2:2. 8, 9. it tolloweth alſo herevp- 
on, that Chriſt the ſonne of God will break and aboliſh 
the Prelacy and lying Miniſtery of that lawleſſe one, to- 
gether with the reſt of his apoſtaſie whereſoever. Whicly 
already we have ſeen to be begun, in that the Lord hath 
now inthis latter age of the world appeared (according 
to his promile )in the light of his Goſpell, and hath be- 
gunthereby to diflolve that work of Sathan,to caſt down 
Babylon that great city, to: manifeſt and conſume that: 
man of {inne, to- remove and aboliſh the offices, callings, 
works, and livings, belonging to that body and kingdom 
of darknes: So as in divers countreyesat this day,the po- - 
piſh Antichriſtian offices & callingsare generally rejected 
and abandoned : And in England; the Pope, Cardinals, 

Priors, Abbots , Monks, Fryers , and Nunnes, together . 

with many of the popiſh hereſies,. errors, & ſuperſtitions 

g areadoliſhed & caſt out of the land. This hath the Son. 
| of God, that * king of glory, by the ſhining brightnes * ſol. 248g. 
and power of his Gofpell, already broughrtto paſſe in-this * 
latter age: Neytherwill he ceaſe or give over this his glo« 
rious work ; vntil he hath evidently conſumed the bo- 
dy of that man of finne, and diſcovered & diſſolved the: 
work of Sathan in Antichriſts kingdome throughout the: 
world. The Lord of hoſts hath determined it; and. Who ſhall 

drſarull it? His hand & Hretthed out;aud Who ſhall twrne it away? 


Fas 
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Eſt, 14. 27. Wh 2Toſ. 2.4.9. Rev. 14. 6.7.8. W 

3- Moreover, the preſeatMiniſtery of the Church-al- 
ſemblycsof England being ſuchin their Offices, entrance, 
adminiſtration, and maintenaace, as the Lord never ſet 
In his church (as f before hath bene proved ) therfore 
allo it cannot be doubted bur that theſe ſhalbe aboliſhed, 
as Chriſt hath ſayd, Every plantine Which my heaven'y Fa 
ther hath not plamed,, (halbe ronted vp, Mat. 15.13, 

4, Finally, the ſekers of reformation have bene {if (till. 
they be not )of the ſame judgement and expeRation. Els 
why have they ſued to the Parliaments, to have thele 
parts & remnants ofche Popith Antichriſtian Kingdome 


*14-1.t4 YEtreteyned inthe land, to be removed and adolithed: 


the Parlam. 


4 


EReY.14.0. 
7. "of; T heſ. 
2. #. with E- 


fa. Tl. 4: 


+ReV.17.F. 
7. withii.d, 


2 Theſ. 2.7« 


yet and have expreſlely written, * bat they ſai anne, hold 
they never ſo hard, 


Now furthermore that this deſtrution of Antichriſts 

kingdome and religion ſhalbeſcea and done by Chriſts 
appearing in thelight and power of his Goſpell, we-ga- 
ther alſo from the Scriptures, which teach ' that by the 
preaching of the Goſpell, Babylon falleth, 
- Andforthe better diſcerning hereof, thus we ſhew 
iefurther ; Firſt, by Babylon * myſtically and [piritually 
is vnderſtood, the city kingdome andiuriſdiction of An- 
tichriſt, with the offices and ordinances belonging there- 
vnto ,the apoſtaſie and authority of the man of ſinne,the 
bloody and adulterous eſtate of the whore that ſitteth on 
many waters, with whome the Kings of the earth have 
committed fornication , and the inhabitants of the earth 
have bene made drunken with the wyne thereof. 1 199, 
2.18, andg. 3. 2 Theſ, 2.34.7. 8.9. 10. 11.12. Rev. IS. 
and 14.8.9. 4nd 17, and 18. chap. | 

Secondly, the Lord Iefus will deſtroy Babyion , con- 


demne 


Againſt hearing the Miniſt. of Engl. = 49 
demne the whoore,and conſume the man of finne, with 
the breath of his mouth, with the bright manifeſtation 
of his comming, and with the publiſhing of his Goſpell: 
wherein he will clearly and powerfully appeare, to: the 
comfort of his Church, and deſtruction. of the wicked. 
Rev. 14. 6. 7,8.41d 18. 4. 5, 6. 20. 4nd 19.13.15. 2 Theſe 
2. 8. With Eſa. 11, 4. | 

3. As God for a tyme hath ſuffred the Princes and 
States of the world to give over their power right and 
ſoveraignty vnto the Beaſt, to ſubmit vnto, authorize, 
and vphold the kingdome and juriſdiction of Antichriſt: 
{o God agayne in his tyme doth and will ſtirre vp the 
Princes and Magiſtrates, to hate that harlot , to make 
her naked and deſolate of her honours , dignityes,. and 
revenewes, to convert and employ her Lordfhips, 
lands, and livings to other vics, and finally to ſupprefle 
and abandon her offices works & abominations, which 
have fo long deceived and defiled the world. Kev. 17. 
I5,16. 17. 4d 18, and 19. hap, 

4. Fourthly, this fall of Babylon , this conſumption 
of the man of ſinne, and deſolationot the great whore, 
ſhalbe performed by degrees : that as it roſe not whok 
ly vp in aday, bur firſt was in a myſterie, and then was 
revealed, and afterwards exalted: ſo it ſhall alſo decay & 
be aboliſhed by little and little, till atlength ſfodenly in 
one day, even in an houre, this city and kingdome of 
Antichriſt be deſtroyed & aboliſhed,ſo as it ſhal never be 
found any more : 'as when a great wilſtone is caſt into 
the ſea and riſeth not agayne, and as of old it came to 
paſſe (faccording to the word of the Prophet ) in Baby- 


9, and 18, p 7. $8. 20, ZLIs 42 23+ Weth E/a, 13, 4nd ] #0 hap, 
| Veit G ter, 


Ter. 51.61, 


{on of Chaldea which was a typeand figure of this ſpiritnal rd A 


Babylon now ſpoken of . 2 The. 2..3+ 4+ 7. 8. REV. 14. 8. 20.21, 


Fo The 2. Reaſon againſt the Minit of Eugl. 
ter. 50. 4nd 51. chap. POTN | 

Laſtly, at the overthrow and deftruion of this Anti- 
chriſtian kingdome and myſticall Babylon, her Kings, 
= Marchants, Mariners, and crafteſmen ſhall mourne & *' 
Tament, becauſe of the judgement come vpon her, with *' 
whome they have lived in pleaſure before, and no man | 
now buyerh their ware any more : -but the ſervants of 
God ſhalbe glad and rejoyce,& give glorie tothe Lord, 
ſaying, Halelu-iab, ſalvation and glory, and bonour, & powet 
be to the Lord our God : for true and righteous are hy wwdge- 
ments: for he hath condemned the great Whore, Which did cor- 
rupt the earth With her fornication, and bath a venged the blood 
of bus ſervants of from her hand. Reve, 18. 9.10.1. ©, With 
I9, 1.2, Oc. 


And hitherto of the firſt and ſecond Reaſon. Both 
which I have proſecuted more largely, as conteyning in 
| them the fpeciall grounds of this controverſte: namely, 
yi that their preſent Miniſtery is not according to the ordinance of 
| Chri/?, and not this onely, but #5 alſs of the apoſtaſie of Anti- 
chrif. To which two heads, the other Reaſons here 
enſuing may be referred. Yet the propounding & hand- 
ling of them apart from the other, ſerveth more plain- 
ly to meet with ſome objetions , and more fully to inſtſt 
vpon other particulars, needfull in this cauſe to be con- 


fidered. Ando we will nowproceed to the Reaſons 
following. 
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; V V Hatfoever Miniſterie © ſuch, as none can heave. it 
OF 


an 

of ave any ſpirituall communion With it, but inſo 
d 

TIM 


Aving he ſhall Wworſ " the Beaſts image( ſpoken of 1y the Reve- 


per lation) and receive his mark tn his forehead or hand: that Me- 
& * mniſterie may none hear or have any ſpiritual communion Withall,, 
or- | But the preſent e Mini#ery ef the Church—aſſemblies of Enel. 
wA #& ſuch 25 none can heare or have any ſþirituall communton there-= 


eb | With, but in ſo doing he (hall Worſhip the Beaſts inuage, and re- 
= cerve bu mark inhu forehead or hand: 
Therefore none may heare or have any ſpiritual! communion 


th With the preſent Mini/terie of the Church-aſſemblies of Engl, 


in : | 
y, | The firſt part of the Reaſon is evident, becauſe 
of | whoſoever doth ſo worſhip or receive as there is fayd, 
'4- | bringeth himſelf vnder the fierce wrath of God, as it 


re | is written, If any woes the Beaſt and bis image, and 
d- * receive by mark in his forehead or hand , the ſame ſhall 


n- * arink of the Wyne of the Wrath of God, yea of the pure Wyne 
tt = Whichis poured into the cup of his Wrath, and he { halbe tormen- 
n- ted in fyer and brimſtone before the holy Angels and before the 


Lambe, and the ſmoke of their torment hall aſcend evermore, 
and they ſhall have no reſt day nor nicht, Which Worſhip the 
beaſt and his image , and Whoſoever recetveth the print of his 


Name . Rev. 14. 9: 10.711. 
That the truth of the ſecond- part of the- Reaſon 


may better appeare,we are firſt to conſider what is meant 


by the Beaft- and bis image here ſpoken of; what by the 
G 2 | Wor - 
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YWorſhmpine of it, and what by recerving his mark in the fore- 
bead or hand: and then to apply it to the preſent purpoſe. 
And firſt, that theſe and the like ſpeaches are not to be ta- 
ken literally, but in a myſticall and ſpirituall ſignificati- 
on,the Spirit of God teacheth vs in playne words in dt- 
vers places of this book, Rev, 14. 8. 9. With chap. b 7. 5. #5. 
1. 41d 11.8. and 1. 20, beſides that it may be ſhewed 
by neceſſary colleRionallo,as will appeare inthat which 
followeth . | 
By Bea##s,the Scripture often figureth out men & king- 
domes, of beaſtly qualities and conditions, fo reſembling 
them for their foohſh ignorance, ſavage cruelty, gredynes 
of prey, beaſtlynes of life, certainty of deſtruction, &c. 
Dan.7.17. & 8.20.,21.22.23. With ler, ro.14. Luk .t3.31.32+ 
2 Tim. 4.17.Tit.1.12, And lo here,by the beait & his imaze, 
we may vnderſtand the Romane dominio,& Antichriſtiz 
hierarchie reſembling it, the body of the than of 11n, with 
all the offices, functions, lawes, conſtitutions,power 8 au- 
thority apperteyning therevnto.. For which,compare this 
Scripture of Rev. I #+ With 2 Tel. 2.3» 4. 8.9. 1 Tim, 4.1 
2.3. 116h,2,18, 22,4n44. 3.& 210h; ver.6, 7. REV. 11S. 
and 13.1.2.5. 6.11, 15. 16. 17. 44 I7.. be 2. 3. 4+ 5. 6. To 
CF, and 18.2. and 19.2. 20, 2%. Ff. & 20.4 And 
thus have the Martyrs of former ages allo vnderſtood it, 
as may be ſeen in 40. & Monum: edit. 5.0. 1615, » 
By worſhipping the Bea/?s image, may be vnderſtood the 


yeclding of ſpirituall ſubjeRtion homage & obedience to 


that Antichriſtian, kingdome, in the lawes,, rules, offices, 
orders, power and juriſdiction thereof.. And ſo this word 
Wrſtjp, is much vicd in the Scripture, Exod. 20. 5. 
Deut. 12. 20. & 13. 2. 4» loſh, 22. $5.27. lude. 2, 1.2 Ain. 
17 ,33--4t, Ezech. 8. 14. and 20. 32. Mat. 15. 9. Ate 7:43 
C21, 2. 18---23. 


By 


OA 


RE el TAI | 
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By receiving of the mark in the forehead or hand, may be vn- 
derſtood the receiving of their ordinances & coſtitutions, 
to profeſle or obſerve them, ſo as thereby we may be 
knowen vnto others (as by a mark in the forehead) or 
put in mynd our felves ( as by a marke in the hand) 
that weapperteyne to that Romiſh or Antichriftian king- 
dome . And that the mark here ſpoken of may 
thus be vaderſtood, and not ſimply be taken forſome 
viſible charaQers ſer ypon the forchead or hand, ' but 
even for ſuch accepting and-keeping of the Beaſts or- 
dinances as is aforeſaid, appeareth plainely by like 
ſpeach and vſe of theſe phraſes in other Scriptures. As 
namel y, 

For the one, that is the ſpeach of 4 mark 7n the fore- 
head, fee Ezech 9, 4." Rev. 1,73; where the faithfull 
ſervants of God, are ſayd to be marked and fealed 
in the foreheads; not that they received a viſible cha- 
rater or marke, but being ſuch as mourned for the 
abominations of others, and: did themfelves conftant- 
ly and as it- were with bold faces confefle Gods name 


and truth before the world / as the Apoſtle fayd,? I am 1Rmzgzes 


not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriff ) they/were as evi= 
dently and certenly knowen by this, and in the de= 
ſtruction of the wicked'preſerved by God, as if they 
had viſtbly ben marked in- their foreheads. { (EF 

In a like maner alfo, when one is not aſhamed of 
the Beaſts wayes,of Antichrifts ordinances and conſtitu+ 
| tions, but receiveth and profeſſeth them, having ( as 


| the Prophet ſayth) ! an Whores forehead that Will not” be ler, . g 


\ a(haved, he maybe fayd to receive the Beaſts mark in 
his forehead, and be as plainly diſcerned ofothers, to be 
one of that body & belonging to that kingdome;, asitin 


his foxchead there were a viſible mark imprinted. 
G3. | 
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would have knowen and diſcerned,do vie to mark them 
4n ſome'{uch placeas may well be ſeen and {one elpied. 
S0 in he Paſfeover the lentill and doore cheeks ( as being 
ready to theſfight) were fprinkled with blood , that the 
Angel might ſee the blood, and-{o paile over the, houſes 
that wereſprinkled therewith, Exod. 12.22.23. Now in 
man, the forehead, or anything therein is in moſt ſighe 
and ſooneſt eſpyed : As when the leproſy lprang in the 
forchead of Y2244h,as ſoon as the Prieſts looked vpon him, 
forthwith they perceived it, 2 Chrop. 26.19.20. Andin 
this reſpec it ſeemeth the Lord commanded in the Law; 
thatthe plate whereon was graven as f1gnets are graven, 
Holynest0 the Lord,(h9uld be alwaycs on Aarons torchead, 
thereby to figure out the continuall mediation of Chriſt 
our high Prieſt , who appeareth in the ftght of God for 
# VS. Exo4d.28.36. 37.38, With Heb.7. 25. and 9. 24. 

\M For the other, that is,the ſpcach of « »ark wpon the hand, 
ſee Exod. 13. 8--16. Dent, 6. 7---[2. and £1, 14, where Mo 
ſes ſpeaking of the obſervation of the ordinances of the 
N Paſſeover, fayth vnto Iſrael, It ſhalbe a figne vnto thee wp- 
CU on thyne hand, and for a remembrance between thyne cyes,that 
s the Lam of the Lord may be in thy mouth: for by a ſtrong nand the 
Lord browebt thee out of &gypt . Exod. 13.8.9. And igayne 
he vſeth the ſame maner of ſpeach, towching the obſerva- 
tion of the ordinance of conſecrating their firſt borne to 
the Lord, Exod. 13.16. Andagayne, when he teacheth 


God commanded, Dew, 1t. 149. By which Scriptures 
appeareth,firſt that by aſigne on the hand 1s not meant a 


vilible ſigac or mark ſet or engraven vpon the hand , " 


The maner of ſpeach ſemeth to be borrowed from the 
common praGiſe of men, who tor ſuch things as they 


the Iſraelites continually to remember the words wich - 
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(as Moſes expoundeth himſelf). the keeping of the ordi-- 
nances and commandements of God, as the Paſſecver, the 
conſecrating of the farit borne, &c Exod, 13 10,15. Dent. 6.7, 
#.9.12. Secondly, that the keeping of thoſe ordinances 
as God appointed them, ſhould be as a figne vpon their 
hand roput them in remembrance continually of their 
deliverance out of Xgypt by the mighty power of God, 
and of their homage & ſubjection due unto him for ever. 
Accordingly therefore by the Beaffs mark, may be vn- 
derſtood the keeping of his ordinances and conftituti- 
ons. So as when men do keep.and ſubmit vnto any the 
ordinances of Antichriſt, as his Miniftery , Worſhip, 
Religion, aCourts, Canons or the like, it is as if they 
received a mark vpon their hand, to put them ſtill in 
mynd of their ſervice and ſubjeQion yeelded vnto him. 
Thus we fee how the Scripture vſcth this maner of 
| ſpeaking,when it would note the continual remembrance 
| ofathing, as may be ſeenalſo by like ſpeaches in other 
places , Song. 8. 6. Eſa. 49. 16. Hae, 2. 24+ VN 
And it ſcemeth ( as the other ) to be taken from the 
' vſuall cuſtome of men, who becauſe the hand of a'mary 
| tsalwayes in his ſight , vfe therefore (when they would 
{ remember a matter) to put a ring orthread or ſuch like 
| thing vpon their hand, that they may not forget but ſtil 
| beputin mynd thereof. Such alſo is that ſpeach of God 
| inthe Prophet, ſaying, 1 have graven thee upon my hand, 
thy walles are ever 11 my ſreht , Eſa. 490. 16. where the latter 
part of the ſentence expoundeth the former ( a thing of- 
ten vſed in the Prophets ) and teacheth that inthis place 
theſe words, 70 be graven on the hand, fignify to be alwayes 13 
ſrebt and remembrance . To which end may be obſerved, 


how the marke ſpoken of inthe Revelationzis Mtg ne 
ay 
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layd to be receivedfin the right hand, becauſe that hand 
1440" is commonly the more vſed, & ſo more often in the eye 
and (aght ofa man, then the other hand is. 

And thus it appeareth, that they which keep the ordi-. 
nances and conſtitutions of Antichriſt, may juſtly be 
ſayd to receive his mark in their forehead or hand, fo as ther- 


by they givenotice to others ,, as by a mark in the fore- 


' Rey 


head,or be put in remembrance themſelves, as by a' mark - | 


in the hand, that they apperteyne to his kingdome and 
juriſdiftion, And this is the proper vie of tgnes, marks, 
characters, andthe like, by them to make difference & 
diſtin&ion, to.give knowledge vnto others, or to be put 
in mynd our ſelyes, of ſuch: things as we would have 
diſtinguiſhed knowen or remembred: as may be ſeene 
both in the continuall praiſe of men, and throughout 
the Scriptures, For which, fee Gey. 4.15. 4nd 9. 12. 13. 
I4-75, 16. 17,11, Num, 15.38. 39.40. & 16. 38. Dent, 
I1.1#. 43d 22,15.16. Toſb.2.18.21 © 4.5.6.7. Eſa, 30, 

17. Mat. 24. 32. 33: | 2.12. RO, 4,11. | 
Moreover, that this is the meaning as hath bene ſhew. 
ed, may be gathered alſo by the contrary, which is op- 
poſed therevntoby the Spirit of-God in the ſame ſcrip- 
wre, which is, the keeping of the Commanaements of God and 
faith of leſt. Rev. 14. 9.12: and 20, 4. Forlo in that place 
12ev.r4. 9. are Oppoſed, on the one fide * zhe Pwr oigping of the 
Beaſt and his image and receiving of bis mark, and onthe 0- 
*xev. 14. 12 ther fide * the keeping of the communndements of God and the 
faith of Teſs. . As likewiſe in the ſecond commandement 
#Exod, 20, there are ſet oppoſite,on the one hand,*the making & de- 
$+5+ viſing of any thing in the worſhip of God, or the ſubmit- 


YExod, 20,6, TINS 10 any ſuch inventions ; and on the other hand, !the 


himſelf hath commaunded . Exod. 20. 4. 5. 6. Wy” 
a10 


keeping of that onely in the worſhip of God which he. 
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alſo it may be obſerved, that the ſame words, of keeping 
rhe commandement: of God, are vicd in both thele Scrip- 4x,,q ,o.4; 
;. tures, and ? in the one oppoſed generally toall inventt- ,, c. 
ons in religion whatſoever , * in the other ſpecially to, 
the conſtitutions and abominations of the Romiſhand ,.-. :2, 
Antichriſtian iuriſdiction. | 
As the faithfull therefore which in religion ſubmit 
| themſelves onely to the truth & ordinices of leſus Chriſt 
: - preſcribed in his word, are ſayd to keep the commande- 
ments of God and faith of Ieſus, having this as a ſigne 
vpon their hand, and being ſealed therewith as with a 
mark on the forchead: ſo they which in religion ſub- 
mit themſelves to the ordinances & conſtitutions of the 
Romiſh Antichriſt, are accounted by the'holy Ghoſt to 
worſhip the Beaſts image and to receive his mark in 
their forehead or hand. And hitherto of the expoſition 
of this Scripture. 
Now to apply it to the matter in hand, it is to be no- 
ted, firſt that this Antichriſt the man of finne hath made * T5Y/ 2: 2+ 
apoſtaſie from the ordinances of Icſus Chriſt, Second. 7* 7," 
ly, that he hath brought in and ſect vp in ſtead thereof ; 124. 2. :2. 
, | His owne errors & conſtitutions, the inventions & works CSM ++ 
' Þ ofSathan: and particularly, that oppoſing and exalting z.,.,.. «+ 
© Himſelfagainſt the kingdome of Chriſt, he hath turned 77, ch4p,ve. 
| the Miniſtery and government of Chriſt his officers 
(which be Paſtors, Teachers, and Elders ) into the Miniſte= 
» | ry andgovernment of Archbi[hops, Lordbiſheps , Suffraganes, 
| Chancelowrs, Archdeacons , Commuſſaries, Prieſts, Parſons, Vi- 
cars, &c. entring and executing their offices, not accor- 
ding to Chriſts ordinance, but after their owne orders, 
canons and wnſtitutions . Thirdly, that notwithſtanding 
many popiſh enormities be already removed out of the 


land by the mercy of God, yet the preſent conſtitution 
of 
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them is ſubje& to a provinciall Archbiſhop,to a dioceſan 
Lordbiſhop, to a Chancelour, to an Archdeacon, to: a 


Prieſt, bzing the Parſon, Vicar, or ſtipendary Curate of 


the Pariſh : As alſo to a Book-worſhip deviſed by man, 
to the Prelates popilh courts, ſuſpenfions, excommuni- 
cations, abſolutions , conſecrations, orderings, degrada- 
tions, deprivations, and other ſuch proceedings, accors 
ding to their Canons and courſes: which in their order 
were erect:dand are reteyned in the Synagogues and 
kingdorme of Antichriſt, but were never appointed by 
Chriſt for his Church and people to oblerve and yeeld 
vnto, as hath bene proved. Whereby it appeareth, that 
the publick Miniſtery of their alfſemblies now is ſuch as 
none can have ſpirituall communion therewith, but in 


ſo doing they obſerve and ſubmit vnto the ordinances of 


Antichriſt; and conſequently worſhip the Beaſts image 
and receive his mark in their torehead or, hand, according 
as here before hath bene declared. 

Yet betore I conclude this point, I would advertiſe 
the Reader,that ſome vnderſtand this receiving of the mark 
#nthe forchead or hand, to be meant of ſubmitting vnto An- 
tichriſts ordinances eyther openly with a bold face,or ſe- 
cretly vnder hand. As alſo, that "rs may be ſayd to re- 
ccive the mark in their hand, which receive ro execute 
any office or performe any work in the kingdome of An- 
tichriſt by his power and hand, that is, by vertue of any 
authority received fro him or of any ſubjeRion yeelded 
vnto him. Which may well be applyed to the buying & 
felling by vertue of the mark received, fpoken of Rev. 
13. 77. But how ever it be for the propriety of the phraſe, 
yet herein 'doall thefe expoſitions agree, that thereby is 
yaderitood the ſubmitting to Antichriſt his —_— 
tO 


b) 
of their Church-aTemblies till is ſuch as every one of 
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to be implyed , and therefore come all to one end as 


towching the matter in hand. 
And long ſince, lohn Clazdon ſpoken of before, a Mare 


eyr of Chriſt ( burnt in the dayes of King Henry the fitt, 
in the yeare, 7415.) held that the Biſ hops licence for a man + 
zo preach the Word of God, is the charadter of the Beait, that uu 
Antichrift . Af, and Monum. edit 5. pag. $88. And at- 
ter him agayne, Mr Ridley, another Martyr ( burnt in 
Queen Maries dayes, in the yeare 15 5.) writing largely 
of this matter to the Chriſtians then afAicted,theweth his 
judgement concerning it, thus: * Dorh not Paul command *_12. o Mee 
to the Romanes, nhich perteyneth to every Chriſtian ſoule; | As num. ear. 5, 
you have in tymes paſt given your members to do ſervice 7: 7917+ 
vnto vncleannes and wickednes, from one wickednes to i.e. 
another: ſo ndw give your members to do ſervice vnto 
righteouſnes, that you may be ſanified. Ara pray thee 
good brother What doeſt thou think 6 t6 bear the mark of the Beaſt 
#n the forehead and in the hand that Saini#t lohn ſpeateth of? I 
know We ought YWwarily to ſpeak of Gods myſteries Which he (hewed 
by the ſpirit of propheſying to br ſervant lohn , yet to read them 
With reverence,and 10 pray for the ſame ſo much as Cod knoweth 
neceſſary for our time to know,l think it neceſſary and good Where« 
fore What 1 ſuppoſe #4 to beare the Beaſ!s mark, I vull tell thee, 
and commit the inagement of my interpretation, as in all other 
ebings, to the ſptrituall wan. T ſuppoſe be beareth rhe Peaſl of 
Babylons mark in bis forehead, Which ts not aſhamed of the Beatts 
Wajes, but Will prefeſſe them openly to ſet forth his maiſter the 
beaſt Abaddon . And likewiſe he beareth h& mark in the hand, 
that Will, and doth practiſe the Works of the Feaft With hu pomer 
and hand. And likewiſe 1 Wil! not let to tell thee, What 1think to be 
ſianed in the forehead for the ſervant of Grd u , Whereef tahn alſo 
ſpeaketh, reckoning 2p many thowſands ſo to have bene ſcened of 
eveiy tribe: ] "ſuppoſe be t« {gned in the forehead, for the ſervant 
H 2 | of 


69 The third Reaſon. | 
of God, Whom God hath appointed of his infinite goodnes, hath 
ir bim grace & frenzth,cotantly to confeſe bim,&+ his truth 
efore the vorrld. And to have grace & ftrenz) to cifeſſe Chrilt, 5 
the dotrine of the Croſſe, & to lam?nt & mourne for the abomi- 
nations of © Atichvift, 1 ſep iz to be ſianed With Tau, wheres 
of Ezekzel the Prophet doth ſpeak. Ti11s T ſuppoſe theſe Prophes 
cies are ſpiritually to be underſtood: And to look for other cor- 
porall marks to b2 [cen in mens forentads or in their hands, 
#s nothing els but to look that there (ould com? (om? brute 
beaſt out of Babylon, or ſome Elephant, Leopard, Lyon, or 
Camell or ſome other ſuch m1ntrou b247t With ten hornes,that 
{ hould do all the Wonderful thinzs pmeen of in lohu's tAzd yes 
of a beaſt peabeth lohn: But I vndzrFand him (o to be called, 
wot for that he ſhilbe any ſuch brate Beaſt, but for that he is 
and ſhalhe called the child of perdition , W91ch for his cruelty 
and bea/tly maners, ts called the beaff. Th carnal lewes 
knew there Was 4 promiſe made that Elias ſhould com? before 
Chrift the Meſfias (the annoynted of God) to prepare his wayes; 
they knew alſo there Was a promiſe of Meſftas, that he ſhau;d 
come and be 4 Kine,and retene tn the houſe of David for ever- 
more: But they onder/tood all (0 groſſely and carnily that they 
meyther knew Elias nor Meſfias When they came : for they loa- 
hed for Eljas ro come downe from heaven in his own perſon, 
and for Meſfias to come aud reigne in Wrldly ponpe, . power, 
riches , glory : Whenas the prophecies of both Were ſpiritually 
zo have bene wvnderſtood: Of Elias that he ſhould come , not in 
perſon , but in ſpirit, that ts. one. that [hould he indued With 
the ſpirit and gifts of grace of Elias, Which Was in deed lohn 
Baptiſh , as Chriſt himſelf did declare to his Apoſtles: And 
of Meſſias reigne, all the Prophets Were to be wnaerſtood 
of the reigne of his ſpivituall kinzdams? over the hauſe of lacob 
end the trne Iſraelites for evermore. CA ſo by their groſs 
89d carnall vnderſtanding , they miſtook ata Elias and the 
| | ire 
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frue Meſſias, and when they came, knew nexther of them both. 
So likewiſe I feare me (nay it is certayne ) the world that wan- 
zeth the lieht of the ſþirit of God ( for the World is not able t0 
receive him , ſaith lohn ) neyther doth nor [hall know the 
beaſt, nor his marks, though he rage cruelly and live never ſo 
bea/tly, and though bis marked men be in number like the 
| ſand of the ſea, The Lird therefore vouckſafe to open the 
eyes of the blynd With the light of erace, that they may ſee & 
percetve and wnderſtand the words of God, after the mynd of 
bis Spirit , Amen, Thus farre Mr Ridley. 
And Mr Bale (an exile of Chriſt ) vnderſtanding by 
the Beaſt the great Antichri/t,and by his image zhoſe gover- 
nours Which take pon them his blaſphemons titles, names, autho- 
rity, or defence: applyed it alſo, thus, * To recerve the *image of 
Beaſts mark in their foreheads and hands, is both to agree ro ſuch woe. 
decrees, traditions , lawes, con{'itutions , atts, and proclamati- Kos i 
035 , as they wnaer thoſe titles have made,onely for their owne co- 
vetouſnes and pompe, and neyther for the glory of God, nov yet for 


the right maintenance of the Chriſtian common Wealth: And alſo 


to be ſworne to the ſame, to ſubſcribe to it, to give counſel or ayde to it,'to man 
reyne it by learning, to mmiiter mit , to execute vnder it, to accuſe, puniſh, 
pret to death for it, or to think it lawfull and godly with ſuch like. 


- Thus have ſomewhat largely noted down the ſayings 
of theſe Martyrs of former times, as being of good weight 
tothe matter in hand. For although Antichriſt was not 
then ſo fuly diſcovered nor ſo deeply wounded, as fynce 
he hath ben and wilbe yet daily more in this latter age 
of the world ( in which reſpe& we are: not now to be 
preſſed with every thing which they then coming new- 
ly out of the darknes of Popery did receive and allow) : 
Yet by theſe teſtimonies alledged and other the like 
1 their ſtories, it may appeare how vprightly they jud- 

ed, and how faithfully they walked even vnto 
death, according to the meaſure of light reveiled 
G itt 3 vato 
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vnto them : .in which reſpe& they will riſe vp in judge- 
mentto condemne this age, wherein notwithſtanding 
that Antichriſt be plainlyer manifeſted and more conſu- 
med,as yet ſtil he wilbe more & moretil he be aboliſhed, 
—  tzThe{-2#. Thy the brightnes of Chriſts appearing in the light and 
” 22+: power of his Goſpell: yet as itno ſuch thing were or 
ſhould be, or as if men ' had eyes and ſaw not, eares & 
- RP heard not, harts and vnderſtood not , who is there that 
” »;. 44.28, donotſtill take pleaſure in that vnrighteouſnes of An- 
— e637 tichriſt, diſobeying the truth of the Goſpell of Chriſt, 8& 
worſhipping the image of the Bea(t , and receiving his 
mark in their forehead or hand? For which howſoever | \ 
men do plead, yet letall remember and conlider, how Þ | 
the Spirit of God hath foretold the end and fruit therof 

to be this, to ſtand vnder the wrath and judge- 
ment of God, to be tormented before the 
holy Angels and bcfore the 

Lambe for evermore. Pp 


Rev, [ 4:9, I9,IT, With 2 Theſ. I. 8. 9. 2 Taeſ, Ze 3J= I £; 


'-} 


The fourth Reaſon. 


2ne may heare or ioyne in any ſpiritual! communion With 
that Miniſterie Which deriverh not their power and funtTi- 
ons of Miniſtery from Chri#, Which u the head, for the edift- 
cation of the Church, Which is hu body. 

But the preſent Minitery of the Charch-aſſemblies of Engl, 
dertveth not their power & funitions of Mintitery from Chriſt, 
which #5 the head, for the edification of the Charch, Which ts 
his body, 

Therefore none may heave or ioyne in any ſpirituall commu- 


| mon With the preſent Miniſtery of the Church-aſſemblies of Engl. 


The Propoſition or firſt part of the Reaſon can not be 
| deny:d: 1. Becauſe none may be fubje& to any power 
or head in religion, ſave onely to Teſus Chrift, whois the 
alone head of the Church,in whome all fulnes of power 
dwelleth, and from whom alone the Church receiver 
| her lifeand ſtrength . Fphe. 1. 22. 23. 4nd 4,8. 11. 12. 15s 
Is. Col. 1.18.19, and 2.18.19. 1C0r, 12. 4+ $. Go 12+ 270 

2. Becauſe the Miniſters which derive not their power 
from this head to the execution of an office in his body, 


are vſurpers of that which perteyneth not vnto them, & 


| enemies of Chriſts ſoveraigne authority: and the people 
which heare them, or otherwiſe ſubmir to therr power 
and Miniſtery, become guilty with them of treaſon a- 
g1inſt the King of Kings the Lord Ieſus Chriſt. Mar. 28. 
18.19. 20. 1 Cor, 12. 5. Lith, 19. 12. 13. 14. 27, With Exod, 


20, ++ $o 2 Theſ. 2, 3 » + 9, I9, IIs 12+ Rev, 13. & I 4+ & 
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64 The founth Reaſon 
17. 4nd 18. 4xd 19. chap, 


3. Becauſe God diſpoſeth the members every one of 


them inthe body at his pleaſure, and hath fully fur- 
niſhed his Church with all offices needfull: fo as it is 
not in the power of any creature to give or take away 
any members to or from Chriſts body or to approve 
by any practiſe ſuch giving or taking away vnder any co- 
lour whatfocyer.” Rom, 12. 3---8. 1 C07, 12, 6. 12.18, 27: 
28. Ephe, 4. 4=16. 171.3, 5. 6-1 3.14, ReV, 22.18.19, 


The Aſſumption orlatter part of the Reaſon is proved 
notonely by this, That the Miniſters of the Church» 
aſllemblics of England have not thoſe offices and callings 
which Chriſt hath given to his Church for the work of 
his Miniſtery : as hath bene ſhewed before in the firſt 
Reaſon, to which this may be referred: but may alſo be 
made manifeſt further, and ſhewed by the contrary, atter 
this maner: | 

1. Firſt, the preſent Miniſtery of the Church-aſſem- 
blies of England, is of Deacons and Prieſts made by the 
Prelates, ſome of them being Curates,ſome Vicars, ſome 
Parſons, ſome Archdeacons, ſome Lordbithops, ſome 
Archbiſhops, &c. 

2. Now theſe be ſuch offices as were left in England 
by the Pope, and are ſtill reteyned in the kingdome of 
Antichriſt: neyther were knowen in the Churches of 
Chriſt planted by the Apoſtles, but roſe vp with the body 
of Antichriſt, 8& perteyne therevato :as hath bene hand- 
led before. : 

3. And, the Scripture teacheth plainly, that Sathan 
ont of the bottameles pitis the author and head of thoſe 
offices and funRtions which were formed and cretedin 
the kinzdome of Antichcilt the man of finne : and con- 
NEO —_— rs ſequently 


= CAeainft hearine the Vinift. of Fuel. 65 
ſequently of the cffices aforeſaid yet remayning in the 
Church of Frglard. 2 7heſ. 2. g. Kev. 9. 2. 3. 11, 20s 
and 13.11. and 14.2.7 20, 10, 

4. And it Sathan be the erccer and head of theſec ffi. 
ces and funQions, then it is certayne that Ieſus Chiiſt is 
not . For what concord hath Chriſt with Sathan? 2 Cor. 
6.15-1 10h. 3.8. | 

Wherevpon enſueth , that whoſoever adminiſter by 
yertue of the « flices aforeſaid {as the Miniſters of the 
Church-afſemblics of Engl. do ) they derive not their 
power and authority from lcſus C hniſt the head of the 
Church, which is his body, even the tulncs of him that 
filleth all in all things: but from the dragon that cld ſcr- 
pent, Sathan the head of the body & kingdome of Anti- 
chiiſt,the Prince of darknes,even the ſpirit that worketh 
in the children of diſobedience. 

And this have the ſeckers of reformation a long time 
ſynce vnderſtood, and publiſhcd to the world: who ſpea- 
king of the eccleſiaſticall government of the Church of 
England, ſay it is * Amutbriftian ard diveliſh and contra-  — ro 
rie to the Siriptures, T hat Yhatfcever «mmerth fiew the os Ny 
Pope (Who is Amtichrift \cometh firſt from the Divell, and out of T C fo. re 
the bet:omles pit: That the Names and Offices of Archbiſ hops, PD 048-48: 
Lordbiſhops, Archdeacons, Commiſſaries, Deanes, Prebendaries, point ov bf 
Par ſons, Vicars, St1pendaries, and Pariſ b prieſts &c, came 0m Anſwer to the 
rhe Pope and are an Antichriftian bierarchie: That Sathen 1s Confer: of 
the aurbour of the fuſe Miniſterie in the apoſtaſie of the Man of; _—_ 
ſinne , andin the kingdome of Antichriſt the beaft: That their gc. 
offices and callings be ſuch as Were firſt det iſed anda [fill are res 
reyned in the kingdome of Amichriſt, Whereef they cannot dc- 
ny but Sathan is the head . 

Now therefore let all men judge, whether any can 


with a good conſcience heare the word, receive the Sa- 
I craments, 


_ Abpogth,* þ py 6 LY 
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65 The fourth Rr 1/19 
cr1 ments, or have any fpirituall ſcommunion with theie 
Miniltery in this eſtate: yea though the men that be m 
it beof never fo great gifts, and teach never ſo much 
truth. Is itdiveliſh, and may the people of God joyne 
'ynto it? Came itout of the bottomles pit,8& ſhall we ſerve 
the Godof heaven by it? Do they which preach by ver- 
tue thereof, derive their power from another head then 
Ieſus Chriſt, even from Sathan the head of the falſe 
Church: and ſhall the members of Chriſt 8& his Church, 
by hearing or otherwiſe, ſubmit their ſoules and conlci- 
ences to be wrought vpon by it? God forbid. Know 
we not, that as the true Miniſtery was ordeyned by our 
Saviour Chriſt, for the edification of the Church & ſal- 
vation of the hearers: ſo the falſe Miniftery hath ben e- 
reed by Sathan, and is reteyned by Antichriſt, for the 
ſubverſion of the Church, the deceiving and deſtruction 
of the hearers ? 


We deny not, but many of theſe Miniſters be men b 
of good gifts and preach much truth and comfortable N| 
doctrine : but this we ſay (and itis found too true)that N .. 
the more gifts and truths they bring with them, the more og 
they vphold this myſtery of iniquity & Miniſtery of Sa- Þ 


than; the more deeply they inthrall che hearers vnder 
the bondage of Antichriſt ; and the longer they deteyne hi 
them from the way and ordinances of Telus Chriſt, For 
who ſeeth not, that the dumbe Miniſters, though they 
have the ſame kind of Miniſtery among them as the reſt, 
even the ſame Deaconry and Prieſthood received of the 
Prelates (there being no other allowed in that Church) 
yet being of no gifts to call and intiſe chem that paſſe 
by the way to come vnto them, are therefore much de- 
ſpiſed and rejeRed of the beſt and moſt forward of the 


people? And would not the preachers allo, who by _ 
gifts 


Aeainft the Minift. of Enql. od 
eifts allure the paſſers by to come and heare them, be 
as much deſpiſed and rejeRted, if they ſhould teach falſe- 
hood onely, and no truth, impiety, and no godlynes? 
Bur how could they then ſo coloutably entiſe and en- 
tertayne their gueſts as now they do? how could then 
their ſtollen waters and hid bread be fo ſweet & plealant 
as now it is * how could they ſo greatly vphold this work 
of Sathan, and fo long deteyne their "hho in ſubjcRi- 
on to Antichriſts Miniſtery, and in defeion from the 
way of Chriſt, as now they have done? So as all may 
{ce that by reaſon of the gifts they have and of the truth 
they teach, the abomination of their Miniſtery and 


Prey. p'1þ, 
14. 15.46. 


Church-government js ſo coloured as few conſider it is *, Thſ2,9» 


*a myſtery of iniquity; few conceive it is * the work of 
Sathan,few know that ? the dead are in their aſſemblies, 
and that their gueſts are in the depth of hell. 

And Sathan himſelf that ſubtill ſerpent and deceiver, 
perceiving how by falſchood onely he cannot continew 
thoſe offices and ordinances, which for deceiving of the 
world he hath framed & ſet vp in the kingdome of An- 
tichriſt, is content for the vpholding of his work to re- 
celive many truths, to have the word preached,and ſacra- 
ments adminiſtred, ſo as it be by his owne offices & ac- - 
cording to his owne ordinances(becauſe by this meanes 
| his wayes and conſtitutions are reteyned) rather then by 

abandoning the truth vtterly, to have all his Miniſtery 
and works of iniquity diſcovered and quite aboliſhed. 
Neyther can we think otherwiſe, but he wil rather chooſe 
to maynteyne the ſtrength of his kingdome,in reteyning 
his officers and ordinances , though it be with loſſe of 
ſome falſe dodtrine and admiſſion of ſome truths for a. 
tyme, then otherwiſe by an vtter refuſall hereof to ſuffer 


loſſe of all his merchandize at once,not onely of his falſe 
I 2 dorines 


+1b:d. Ver.9. 
t Prov. 9: 14, 


63 
doQrines , but of His falſe offices alſo and conſtituti- 
ons, by which he ruleth and adminiſtrech his Antichri. 


The fourth Reaſon 


ſtian kingdome, and hopeth by them in tyme vpon fit 

opportuaity agayne to bring in his former hereltes,8 to 

remove thole dotrines of truth, which for a ſeaſon he 

"F ©7.17- hath ina fort ben forced to admit. He that can*tranſform 

| himſelf into an Angel of light, can be content to yeeld 

ſomething for a tyme vnto the truth, that afterwards 

he may have the more advantage againſt it and them 

that profeſſe it . Therefore allo it is no great thing, 

+11:4m,ver, though * his Miniſters tran{torme themſelves,as though 

15. they were the Miniſters of righteouſaes, whoſe end 
ſhalbe according to their works. | 

In the meane tyme, let none marveile if they ſee 

the eſtate of things ia the world to be ſuch, as plainly 

bewray that Sathan and Antichriſt, ſo as they may 

have their Miniſtery reteyned, chuſe rather (when they 

cannot otherwiſe do withall) to have ſome truths of 

the Goſpell taught by their Officers therein , then to 

have both their Miniſtery retaſed, and every truth of 

the Goſpell freely taught by the Officers of Chriſt: 

WW - thinking it to be better for them to continue their con- 

if ſtitutions with admiſſion of ſome truths, then that botly 

+l Chriſts ordinances ſhould be received, and the whole 
truth yeelded vato, in obedience of faith . 

But let all yet in the feare of God take heed vnto 

_ themſelves how vnder colour of learning the truth ,hea- 

ring the word, enjoying the Sacraments, and the like 

perſivalions, they be drawen to have any ſpirituall com- 

munion with that Miniſtery aforeſaid, ſeing they de- 

rive not their Miniſteriall fanRtions and authority from 

Chriſt the head of the Church, but from Sathan the 


Prince of the world: fo as noge can heare the word, 
| receive 
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Hedinft hearing the Miniff, of Fmel. 6&9 
receive the Sacraments, or learne the truth from their 
Miniſtery in this eſtate, but they ſhall therein ſubmit 
themſelves to that Miniſtcry which Sathan hath ſet vp in 
the kingdome ot Antichriit,and continueth ynder theſe 
and the like pretences among his ſubjects . Feartul & to 


be remembred alway is the verdi& of the Apoſtle, *7baz *2 Theſ2.10s 


God wil ſend them the cfficacie of deluſion that they ſhal teleeve lies & be dam- — 
ned, becauſe they beleeve not nor recerve the love cf the truth that they mught 
be ſaved, Ana hitherto of this turther declaration ofthe AMlumption. 


Another cofirmatio therof 1s, that the Church-afleblies 
of Engl. whervnto their Miniſtery belongerh,are not true 
viſible Churches of Chriſt,as now they (tand. Therefore 
alſo it cannot be that the Miniſters thereof can in ſuch e. 
ſtate derive their miniſtery fr6-Chriſt,tor the edificatio of 
thoſe Churches,as being his body wherot he is the head. 

Thar their Church-aſſemblies are not in their efate true vi- 
feble Churches of Chriſt, hath often ben proved heretofore: 
and may be ſeen,in that they are vnſeparated from the 
world; not joyned together in comunion of the Goſpel 
by voluntriic profeſſion of the faith of Chriſt & ſubmiſi- 
on to the governement which he hath preſcribed to his 
Church; not having the power of Chriſts Churches, for 
the receiving of any truth,orredreſſing of any evil among 
them; but ſtanding in bondage vnder Antichriſt, in thetr ,,,, , 
Prelacy, Preiſthood, worſhip,eccleſtaſtical Courts, Cans, gie ro oa. : 
Officers, proceedings, &c. The further handling where. 2ofor-pag. | 
of, may be had *in ſundry other Treatiſes;to which I re- Fr of —_— 
fer the Reader : entreating all carefully to obſerve this 2». hy 
here, that the Miniſters of che Church of Engl.not derj- Sene, Mr 14- 
ving their functions of Miniſtery fromChriſt the head,for __ OR 
the edification of the Church which is his body, it muſt Cole: 
needs be vnlawfull for any,and ſpecially for the members #« Conjid; 
of the body of Chriſt,to hear or otherwiſe ro comunicate © 2% # 
with the ia their worſhip, vnder any pret&ce whatſoever. 7 © 
——— The 
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7 
The fift Reaſon. 


Ne” may heare or have any ſpiritual communion With thoſe 
Miniſters, which mini/ter the holy things of God & Work 
wpon the conſciences of men by vertue of a falſe ſpiritual calling, 

But the Minifters of the Church-afſemblies of England, mint- 
fter the holy things of God and Work pon the conſciences of men 
by vertue of afalfe ſpiritual calling, . 

Therfore none may heare or have any ſpiritual communion 
With the Miniiters of the Charch-aſſemblies of Enzland, 


The Major or firſt part of the Reaſon is proved: 
x. Becauſethe miniſtration of the holy things of God, 
152 ſpeciall part of Gods ſpiritual worſhip : and therfore 
ncyther to be done by any falſe ſpirituall calling;nor to 
be received from any fo miniſtring . Mar. 28, 18, 19. 20, 
AR. 20.17.28. Epheſ. 4.11, 12, ICor,3,8.9, ff 41+. © $.3- 445. 
IT: 23.24.35. 12.4 5.6.13. 14, 24, 2 Cor,sS. 19.20, Col, 4, 
17. iTim. ;.1s, ands. 1t;.--16, 2 Tim. 4 3. 4. 5. Heb, 5. 4. with 
Ni,16,40,ler.2g.16.21.22. Exech 43.819 440.758. 9.ReV.2.1.2.7.09c 
- 2+ Becauſe the conſciences of the people of God are 
the Temples of the living God wherin he dwelleth by his 
Spirit, & ought therfore only tobe ſubic& to the Lord, 
and taught by him in his owne ordinance, 1 Cor. z. 16. &* 
2 Cor.6.16.17,18-with 5,20,loh.r3.20 Heb.l3.7.17.Rev.22.10,17 18.19. 
3. Becauſe the Lord Telus Chriſt alone muſt have this 
preeminence, & the Church may not ſuffer any whom- 
foever to bcare rule over them at their owne pleaſure, 
Col, i. 14.19, and 2.18, 15. 
4. Becauſe in ſubmitting the ſoule to a falſe ſpirituall 
Miniſtery, men defile the Temple of God , and with- 
draw their ſubjeRtion from Chriſt , and become the 
(ubjecs of Andchciſts: as iris writtep, The Temple of God 
| 2 
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Aeain/t hearing the Miniff. of Fuel, yy 
& holy,Wohich ye are : And , Nomancan ſerve two maiſters: 

for eqther he ſhall hate the one and love the other , or els he ſhall 
leane to the one and deſpiſe the other , And, of Whomſoever 4 
man s overcome,even tothe ſame 11 he in bondage.1 Cor.3.16. 
I7. 14. 4nd 2 Cor, 6.16.17, With Mat.6.24. Luk, 6.406, Mal. 
I. 6. Roms, 6. 16. 2 Theſf, 2. 3.4, 2 Pet. 2.19. 


The Minor or ſecond part of the reaſon is proved, be- 
cauſe they miniſter the holy things of God & work vpon 
the con{ciences ofmen'by vertue of their Miniſtery re- 
ccivec' of the Prelates, fro their ſpiritual authority, which 


! is vſurpedand Antichriſtian; and therfore by vertuc of "Mr Fradh. 


wW ID © YT. 


Argum,10, 


a falſe ſpirituall calling : as hath ben ſhewed before in the ;,7,..;, 
! ſecond Reaſon, and is proved in * divers of their owne xea/ins for 
| writings. Yet here is ſomewhat to be annexed for the 4+ 9re- 


form. ye4. 44» 


clearing of ſome exceptions, ſpecially concerning ſuch as/,, 7. 
| are of greateſt forwardnes among them, 


Some there be which ſay,they preach not by wertue of | their 


 Miniſterie takenfrom the Prelates,but by vertue of ſome other cal- 

ling andautberity , Letſuch conſider andanſwer, 1. Why 
' | they would ſeem to renounce that calling received of 
| thePrelates? 2. Secondly, if they diſclayme that Mini- 
| ſtery appointed by Law of the land, why they blame vs 
for doing the like ? 
! tueofanother calling then that they have received of the 


3. Thirdly, it they preach by ver- 


" | Prelates, howthen they ſtand Miniſters of that Church 


| whereno otheris allowed 7 and how they impoſe them- 


ſelves vpon any of their pariſhes or aſſemblies , ſeing the 
lawes of the land allow onely the Prelacy Prieſthood & 
Deaconry aforeſaid? 4. Fourthly , how they can avoyd, 
but needs they muſt be therein both intruders & hypo— 
crites? Intruders, becauſe they take ypon them & exerciſe 
a publick office in that (HRored,againk the publick By 
4 an 
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72 The fift Reaſon, 
and conſtitutions thereof: Hypocrites ,becaule they pre- 
tend in ſhow onething to the Pcince , people, and State; 
and yet performe another thing in deed: They pretend 
and ſeem to ſtand by the Princes lawes,& by che authort- 
ty of their calling had from the Prelates (tor otherwiſe 
_ could not ſtand Miniſters in any of thoſe afl<blies): 
an = they praiſe the contrary, if they ſtand not by 
this, but by vertue of ſome other calling and authority,as 
ſometymes they afficme . 

But let vs ſuppole that which is not,namely, that they 
had ſome other calling which were lawfull: yet alſo re- 
cciving or reteyning this vnlawtul calling of the Prelates, 


_ this werebut to halt between two opinions, and to ſet 
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compariſon of #9 their Miniſtery, rc. yetit is evident that in very deed 


theirthreſholds by Godsthreſholds , and their poſts by 


Gods poſts, even their inventions by Gods ordinances. 
Of which kindof worſhip the Scripture witneſſeth, that 


itisnothing els but zo ſer a4 Wall between God and them, and 


zo aeftle his bot nam: With their abomsinations, Extech, 4.3. 8. 
With 1 King. 18. 21. 
Finally, whatſoever they pretend of another calling, 


*by their Churches or peoples chuſing, accepting, willing ſubiecting 


they preach the word & miniſter the Sacraments,and cx- 
ecute all duties of their Miniſtery , by vertue of their cal- 
ling taken fromthe Prelates : As may appeare by theſe 
reaſons following: 

1. Becauſe they cannot ſtand publick Miniſters of the 
Church-afſemblies of Engl. , valeſſe they receive of the 
Prelates the Deaconry & Preiſthood aforeſaid. And at 


their ordination, they have this authority given them of 


the Prelates , when the Biſhop delivereth to every one 
ofthem, the Bible in his hand, ſaying, * Take thou 4uths- 


rity to preach the Word of God,and to miniſter the holy ſacraments 
in 


A eainft hearing the Minift, of Fred. De: 
$n the comregation, Where thou (halt be ſs appointed. 
2. Becauſe that alſo by the law of their Church,they 


are t excommunicated ipſo fatto , if they affurme, that they +C.mmens a5 
Who are made Biſ hops , Prieſts, or Deacons after their fourme of 4-1, 1605: 


making and conſecrating them , are not lanſully maae , nor to 
be arconnted by themſelves or others,to be trnely Biſhops, Priefts, 
or Deacons, vnill they have ſome other calling to thoſe Offaces. 

3. Becauſethe people, even the beſt & moſt religious 
among them (as now they ſtand in the contuſion and 
bondage of thoſe eccleſiaſticall aſſemblies, officers, ca- 
nons, & proceedings)have not the liberty of the Chur— 
ches of Chriſt, nor power in that eſtate to chooſe and 
{ubmit vnto the true and lawful Miniſtery appointed by 
Chriſt. Of which point ſee further, in the Treatiſe 9fzhe 
Miniftery of the Church of Engl. p. 119. 120. 121, 

4. And laſtly, becauſe without & againſt the peoples 
conſent (by whoſe approbation and ſubjedion to their 
Miniſtery they would ſeem to ſtand )they are by the Pre- 
fares alone, ſilenced, deprived, and degraded, from ex- 
erciling any Miniſtery in thoſe aſſemblies. Whereby 
even themſelyes proteſle to the world, that they have 
their Miniſtery from the Prelates ; that they exerciſe it 
by vertue of their calling reccived from them; 8 that 
they ſtill remayne in bondage vnder their Antichriſtian 
authority. Not to ſhew further in particulars, how 
their eſtate is ſuch (whatſoever they think or pretend 0- 
therwiſe ) as both themſelves, their Miniſtery, and peo- 
ple ſtand all of them ſubic& to the Prelates,and to their 
Antichriſtian Courts, ſuſpenſions, excomunications, ab- 
ſolutions, and all other their proceedings, officers, ca- 
nons, and conſtitutions eccleftaſticall. 

In the Scriptures wee read, that the Apoſtles, being 
truc Miniſters of Chriſt, would not at the commaunde- 
K ment 


" Wi iThefifh he 
ment and threatning of the re Eul Magiſtrates and Rus 
lers leave of to preach in the Name of leſus, A, 4. 5.6, 
7.4... And why ſhould not theſe preachers, if they 
were in atrue Miniſterie, much more retule to leave it 
at the appointment of the Prelates, who are vnlawtull y- 
ſurpers of the juriſdition which they challenge and cx- 
erciſe in the Church 2 Yea ifſo be their offices and au- 
thority were lawfull , yet when they forbid that which 
G 9d hath commandedall the Scripture teacheth in ſuch 
ca\cs notto yeeld obedience vnto them any more then 
th® Apoſtles did tothe Rulers of Iſracl in the matter a- 
fore ſaid. 
If it be faid , that the Apoſtles had an immeazuate calling 
_ Bf Chriff, and therefore refuſed to obey the Rulers: We an- 
(wer, that they had in decd an immediate calling of the 
Lord, but they made not this the ground of their retu- 
fall, neyther might ſo have done, if the Magiſtrate: £5- 
maundement {ayd vpon them had ben lawfull. Here 
therfore twothings are to be obſerved: Firſt, that in all 
hawtull things,the Apoſtles aſwell as any other Chriſtis 
ans were bound to obey the Magiſtrates in the Lord. 
And fo they both did themſelves, and taught others to 
do, ſaying, Le# every ſoule be ſubiet ro the higher powers. E- 
very ſoule, aſwell the Apoſtles and Prophets, as any other 
whoſocuer. Rom. 13.1. 7 Pet. 2. 13---17, Secondly, 
the Apoſtles being at that tyme ſo injoyned and threat- 
ned by the Governours of Iſrael, layd this for the foun- 
dation and ground of their anſwer and refuſall, har 
they ought to obey God rather then men. AT. 4. 19. and 
CAT. 5.29. Which is aduty as neceflarily re- 
quired of all Miniſters and Chriſtians, as it was of 
the Apoſtles, namely, to obey God and not Man, when 


Man forbiddeth that which God commaundeth,or com» 
maundeth 


Againſt heaving the MiniP?. of Engl. 4 
maundeth that which God forbiddeth. 

An example in deed there is of Uriah the Prieſt, who 
at the commaundement of the King of Iudah made an 
altar after the faſhion of that of Damaſcus, and ſacrificed 
thereon. 2 K72g. 16. 19.11, But therein he finned great- 
ly: notwithſtanding that he offered vpon that altar to 
the Lord, ſuch burnt-offerings, meat-offerings, 8 peacc- 
ofterings, and at ſuch tymes of the morning and cve- 
ning ſacrifice, as God himſelf had appointed. And if in 
that tyme of the Law he ought not to have done this 
though the King of Indah commanded it, but ſhould 
rather have loſt his life for refuſing it: much lefle may 
the Church-Miniſtery now vnder the Goſpell, at the ap- 
pointment of any Princes (Chriſtian or other) beframed_ 
or exerciſed after any new maner deviſed by Man,and 
{caſt ofall after Antichriſts that Man of finne: Yeathough 
in that Miniſtery many dodtrines of the Goſpel be taught, 
and ſuch Sacraments adminiſtred as Chriſt hath ordey- 
ned. For the other was but contrary to an ordinance 
given by Moſes, whereas this is contrary to an ordi- 
nance givenby Ieſus Chriſt, who being the ſonne is wor- 
thy of more honour then Moſes the ſeryant . Heb. 3. 3. 

And here agayne concerning ſuch as plead, that they 
reach the truth and many excellent points of dofFrine: It is to 
be obſerved, that yet none may therefore heare their 
Miniſtery vnder colour of learning the truth and recci- 
ving comfort from them ; neyther may for this cauſe c6- 
tinue in ſubjeRion to their Miniſtery and ordinances: be- 
cauſe that alchough men heare nuich truth from them, _ 
yet in yeelding to heare & receive it from Antichriſts 
Miniſtery, they defile the Temple of God in themſelves. 
(if they be the Lords ) even their ſoules and conſciences, 
and become the ſubjects of Antichriſt the ſonne of per- 
K 2 dition. 
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dition. Not to ſpeak of the many errors and falſes 
hoods, which they alſo teach and mainteyne. And 
for thetruth which they preach, itis no new thing (as 
we have ſhewed betore ) that the Miniſters of Antichriſt 
thould in divers things teach and bring the truth with 
them . For when Sathan cannot by talſehood vtter his 
wares , merchandize, ordinances, Miniſtery, worthip, 
&c. he will be glad to viter the ſame by teaching the 
truth . He is beyond meaſure {kiltull in framing deluſte 
ons, and making them meet thar they may be received: 
& therefore when he perceiveth that he cannot get men 
tolubmit theſelves to his ordinances by hereſtes & falſe 
hood, he yeeldeth himſelfto bring the truch with him, 
to the intentthat his ordinances may thereby be received 
which otherwiſe would be rejeted, and tothe end 
they may be had in eſtimation and obyed even for the 
truths ſake which they bring with them. Of which 
thing ſee whatis further fpokea here before, in the other 
Reaſon, Pag.,66. Oc. 

And Mr Beza againſt Saravia hath a good laying con- 
cerning this point, which he ſheweth by the practiſe of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles/{poken of in Mark, r.24. 25. Lites 
#+ 34. 35. Att, 16, 16. 17. 18.) vids, that although Anti- 
ehritt teach that Which i3 moſt true , as ſometimes he doth, to the 
end he may under colour of the trath more eaſily ſeduce men td 
beleev his lyes, yet the truth is not to be heard and received frond 
' bis mouth , but even then ought woe to (top our eares, leaft vuaey 
thi pretence talking With him We be deceived by him: for the 
ruth 35 not tobe received from the ſpirit of ties and vntruth. And 
T Would to God (faith he ) that this Were diligently obſerved 
of thajſe Wiſe Medjatours, who think that compoſition and agree- 
ment may be made With Antichriſt: ſeeking a mean there, where 


Wis not at all to be found, Bezd contra Sarav.cap.25.P-193- 
Moreover 


Avainft hearing the Miniſt, of England. Op 
Morcover , who knoweth not that Antichriſt and his 

Miniſters have bene and till are in ſhow hypocriticall 

frends, but in deed great encmies of Telus Chriſt , even 

rnder the name of Chriſt fighting againſt Chriſt*Which 

thing how could they do , ifthey did not profefſe and 

teach many truthes ofthe Goſpell of Chriſt? Foritthey 

ſhould deny every truth thereof, and ſay plainely that 

they were not the Church and Miniſters of Chriſt, 

then were they preſently eſpyed to be ſuch as they are; 6 

who would follow them any longer ? But Babylon1is* 4 "Rev-17.5, 

myſtery: and therefore not cafily perceived or avoyded, * 79 *7 

till God reveale it and draw vs out of it . And who- 

focver will aright diſcerne the condition of Antichriſts 

apoſtaſic, muſt with 7» be caried as into the wildernes in 

the ſpirit, that we may look vpon it, notaccording to 

the ſhow and account it hath in the world, but as it is in 

deed eſteemed of the Lord and diſcoyered in his word. 

Rev.1l7.3-4.5.6. And when it is ſhewed vnto vs, yet are 

we in our ſclves like Zo? lingring and finding delayes, 

till God being mercitull vnto vs, take and draw vs as it 

were out of Sodom: whereas we ſhould belike mynded - 

as David who ſaid ,1 have conſidered my wayes,and turned my . 

feet into thy tef{imonies: T made haſ? aud delayed not , #0 keep 

thy commanndements. Pſal, 119. 59, 60. With Gen, 
19, I-»-16. REV. Il, 8. 4d IS. 4. So 
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F the prefent Minifery of the Church: aſſemblies of Friel. be 
4 Hraunge Minitery,then is it net lawfall in the V:0rſhiv of 
God to heare it or have any ſptrituall communion thereV/ith. 

But the preſent Miniſterie of the Cburch-aſſemblies of Fn2l. © 
4 ſiraunge Miniitery. 

Ther fore it is not lawful in the Worſhip of God to heave i; or 
bave any ſpirituall communion therewith, 


The conſequence of the Propoſition 1s neceſſary,and 
cannot be denyed: 1, Becauſe Chriſt ſetteth it downe 
as a property of his ſheep to be obſerved, that they fol- 
low not ſtraungers, but flee from them, for that they 
know not their voyce, Toh. no. 5. Rev. 2.2. | 

2. Becauſe he that miniſtreth in the Church being # 
ſtraunger, preſumptuouſly approcheth to miniſter betore 
the Lord, and polluteth the SanQuary and holy things 
of God. Nur. 18, chap. and 18. 4.5. Ezech, 44.7. With 
Rev. 17 I. 2. 414 19. 2. 20. 

3. Becauſe by having ſpirituall communion with ſuch, 
we embrace the boſome of a ſtraunger , and ſo commit 
ſpirituall whoredome againſt the Lord. Prov. x. 20, Wil 
Num, 15. 9. Pſal. 106, 39, 


The truth ofthe Aſſumption is manifeſt, if we conſi- | 
der what a ſtraunge Miniſtery is , namely, that which is 
not by the Lord ordeyped and given for that work: As | 
ſome of themſelves have publiſhed heretofore, has the | « 
holy Scripture accounteth ſuch for ſtraumgers in the Miniitery, 

hich have not their offices limited by the preſeript of Goas ys « : 
nd, 


ad: o ef > Ala 


The 8. Reaſon againſt the Minift, of Enel. 7. 


And, 2t is all new Which is ſ{raunge , and ffraunce Which 


#; not commannded by the Wordof God, T.C. his 2, reply. pag. 
435. 439. 


And here before, we haveproved*that their Miniſtery *2eafes. z- 


is not appointed by Chriſt in his word. Which them- 
{elves alto have confefled and publiſhed, writing in an 


Admonition to the Parliament, * that they have an Anti- + 4dmen. ro | 
chriſtian hierarchie and poprſh ordering of Minif/ers Hraunge '%e Pariiam. 
from the Word of God and the wſe of all Well reformed Churches 


#7 the World, Where alfo they call all the Miniſters made 


by the Prelates (and others their Church bath eo 


the name of New creatures, Andin another treatiſe, Ipea- +5,,,,," ow 
king of divers of their chiefcſt offices, they. write, that Row. 22, + 


the t Apoſtles never knew them, Sion hath not heard of them, le- 
ruſalem Which ts above Will not acknonledee them, that the 


Yrarchmen being a flep , they eq into the cty of the Lord, and. 


have a0 title nor intereſt in the Chwrch as publick members , but 
are rather members and parts of the ftrumpet & Whoore of Rome 
then of the pure virgin & ſſtwuſe of the immaculate Lambe. Thus 
was their judgement heretofore : If now they be other- 


wiſe mynded, eyther they muſt ſhew out of the word of 


God ,the offices, entrance, adminiſtration, and mainte- 
n:nce of their Church-Miniſtery, or els ({cing this can= 
not be done) the ſheep of Chiiſt muſt and willaccount 
them as ſtrangers , and therefore flee from them and the 
terts oftheir aſſemblies, leaſt otherwiſethey periſhin 
their ſ{innes . 16h. 10, 5. With Numb. 16.26. 4nd 18. 7s 
& ReV.18. 4. 

And to the end this thing may the better be obſecr- 
ved, let vs here a little confider the hiſtory and conſpira- 
cy of Corah Dathan & *biram,recorded in the book of Nii- 
bers,ch.16, When God by the hand of Moſes had appoin- 
ted Aaron & his ſonnes tothe office of. the __ 

OI 


treatiſe 3, 
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Reuben, with other famous men of the Congregation, 


the Prieſthood: challenging them that they rook too 
much vpon them, becauſe (as they thought ) the Prieſt- 
hood belonged not to Aaron and his ſonnes onely, as 
Moſes had appointed it, butſcing all the Congregation 
was holy, and that the Lord was among them, therefore 
others of them alſo might have and execute ir. Where 
further it is to be noted, that Corah , Dathan , Abi- 
ram,and the reſt, differed not from Moles, neyther ſtrove 
with him in any point of Religion, but towching the 
Prieſthood and Miniſtery onely, They held that the true 
Godonely was to be worſhipped; and notafter any ido. 
latrous maner ,but according to his owne will, with the 
acrifices and the incenſe which he had appointed; and in 
all other points of Religion accounted tundamentall they 
agreed with Moſes . Onely in this they differed & oppo— 
ſed, concerning thoſe offices and Officers, by which the 
incenſe was to be offered, and other duties of Gods wor- 
ſhip toþþe performed, that is, as towching the Prieſts 
office : Moſes holding that the Prieſthood perteyned to 
Aatonand his ſonnes , Corah & his company thinking 
otherwiſe. The matter is brought by Moſes before the 
Lord to be decided. He ended the controverſie, firſt by 
bringing deſtrution vpon Corah, Dathan, Abiram, 
and ſuch as abode in their tents; ſecondly by the bud- 
ding of Aarons rod and the not budding of the other 
rods of the Princes of Iſtacl: and herevpon allo giveth 
ſtrait charge, zhat no ſtraunger come neare to do the Prieits 
office , or if any do come neare that he dye for it Num, 10. 


T7. and 18, [===7% : EIS 
Now toapply this tg the queſtion in hand, we oy 
thus 


. 


Corah a Levite,and Dathan and Abiram of the tribe of 


conlpire and ſtrive againſt Moſes and Aaron, touching 


Azainft bearing the? Minift. of Enel. I 
thus conſider of it: That nowthe controverſie & conl{pi- 
racy being not againſt Moſes the ſervat,but againſt Chriſt 
the ſonne; not about the perſons whoareto bein the true. 
offices, but about holding & keeping in of falſe offices;not 
by Corah Darhan Abira & others ſometymes viſible me- 
bers & famous men in the true Church, but by the oftt— 
cers of Antichriſt the great enemy of Teſus Chriſt, yea by 
Antichriſt himſelfin his officers in the falſe Church: That 
therfore it the people then were bound to hearken vnto 


Moſes t perſwading the to depart from the tents of thoſe txr,s. 16. 


wicked mcn., and to touch nothing of theirs, leaſt they 
periſhed in their {innes,then it bchooveth the people of 


God now to obey Iclus Chriſt ' requiring vs to depart '#*Y.19-4+ 


out of Babylon, and not to partake in her finnes, leaſt we 
receive allo of her, plagues: and therfore not to abide or 
have any ſpirituall communion within the tents, that is, 
vnder the juriſdiction & in the conſpiracy of Antichriſt: 
yea not ſo much as to heare the word or receive the Sa- 
craments, miniſtred in a true Church of Chriſt, by any 
officer of the kingdome of Antichriſt : ſuchas the: pre- 
ſent Miniſtery in queſtion hath been proved to be. 

For if at that time none of the children of Iſrael might 
execute the Prieſts office, being ſtrangers as touching it? 
then now may no Canaanite, no ſtranger, ſpecially by 
office, adminiſter before Ieſus Chriſt,nor be received in- 
to his Church: But all the veſſels brought before the 
Lord, muſt be holy vnto him: and therfore muſt be clen- 
{ed firſt, and purged from the filthynes of Antichriſt, be= 
fore they may be vied in the houſe of the Lord of hoſts. 
Numb, 16, 40, With loel. 3.17. Zach.14. 21; Eſa 35.8. $2. 
It, 4nd 66.20. With Heb. 3.7. 2.3. and 5. 4. | 

Ifany think, that yet notwithſtanding they may 
preſent their bodyes attheſe aſſemblies, ſo-as they do not 
L hearken 


feve vmo the Lord, The other,that tbe Lord Would be merct- 


W_. -.\ The ſixt Areument 

hearken nor coſent with the heart to that which is done 
among them, they both deceive themſelves and diſſem- 
ble with others, and (above all) ſinne againſt God, who 
inthe ſecond commandement hath ſtraitly forbidden vs 
to ſubmit eyther body or foule to any ſtraunge wor- 
ſhip or inventions of man in religion. Exod. 20. 4, 
5. Asaccordingly the Prophets in the defection of If 
raell taught the people, no? ro come to Gileal, nor to go wp 10 
Beth-aven, vnles they would multiply their tranſgreſſions, 
Hof. 4.15. Am? 4.4. anud5.15. And the Apoſtles like- 
wiſe have taught all Chriſtians what to do in ſuch caſes, 
Save your ſelves from this froward generation. Come out from 4- 
mong them,and ſeparate your ſelves, and touch no vncleane thing, 


' And,Goe out of Babylon,that ye be not partakers in ber ſumes. Act, 


2. 40. 2 Cor.6.17.Rev. 18.4. Even as in the hiſtory of Corah 
Datha & Aviram@# the reft hath ben ſeen, what heavie de- 
ftrucio came vpon ſuch as departed not from their tents 
but continued with them. Neyther wil it help ta fay,that 
they which were in that company of Corah and his complt- 
gs, conſented with them in their conſpiracy; which 
theſe pretend they do not : For it is playne notwithſta- 
ding , that when oncethey were warned to depart from 
their tents, ſuch as departed not, were deſtroyed in that 
deſtruction, all of them,even to the young children,who 
having not vnderſtanding , could not give conſent to 
that which was done. Num. 76. 26. 27. 32. Oc. 

Neyther can the example of Naaman (ſometymes al- 
edged ) warrant (auch practiſe. For firlt it is maniteſt, 
that Naaman ſpake of two things, wherevnto the Pro- 
phet giveth but one anſwer . The firſt, rhat there might be 


givenhim two mules load of the earth of Iſael, becauſe he would 


thenceforth offer no burnt ofring or ſacrifice vnto any other God, 


fall 


Againſt bearing the Minit, of nel. _ 
fell onto him, When bis Marfter Went into the houſe of Rimmon 
29 Worſhip there, & leaned on his hand, & he bowed aowne ins 
the houſe of Rimmon ; that When he bowed dewne in the honſe of” 
Rimmo,the Lord Would be merciful to kim in that matter, Which 
two things when Naaman had propounded,Eliſhaes an- 
ſwer vnto him was thus, Goe 14 peace. 2 King. 5.17.18. 
19, Now whatſoever men would think of the latter of 
theſe, yet the firſt is ſuch as all will graunt to be ſuper- 
ſtitious and vnlawtull: For there was no holynes in the 
carth it ſelf, and Ieruſalem onely was the place appoin- 
ted for ſacrifice at that tyme. So as by the Prophets an- 
ſwer(whether it were onely according to their woonted 
maner of bidding one another farewell, or to be fur 
ther & otherwile mynded, yet)there cannot be proved 
a conſent & approbation given to the things ſpoken of. 

Next , Jet vs ſuppoſe that Naamans bowing down in 
the houſe of Rimmon, may have a double conſtderation: 
one, as being a religious action; the other, as being civill, 
Religious , if Naaman himſelf worſhipped there, Civil, 
if the King onely worſhipped , and no other with him: 
ſo as Naaman now was with him but for to leane vpon 
there, as in other places at other tymes . Which - 
being admitted, yet then if it be conſidered as a religi- _ 
ous action in him, all know it to be vnlawful * to bow *: Kay. 159. 
the knee to Baal,& therefore alſo to bow down in the 77: 21 
houſe of Rimmon;and no more allowed by the Prophet, © 
then his other purpoſe of having the carth of theland of 
Iſrael with him to ſacrifice vpon . And if it be conſidered 
onely as a civill action , then neyther were it to the que- 
ſtion in hand ( which is concerning religious worſhip 
done or thought to be done by all preſent) nor for any 
perſons but ſuch as have like ſpeciall imployment about 


their Lords and Maiſters fyr vic of their ſervice, when 
L 2 - they 
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they goe to the place of their worſhip , But now it iscer- 
tayne and playne that Naaman al ked pardon of God 
for it, and doubled this his requeſt for mercy , as being 
very much affeted with it. Which for a good and law- 
ful thing he needed not have done . And howloever he 
purpoſed not hereafter to offer burnt offcing or ſacrifice 
to any God ſave onely to the Lord God of Iirael, yet he 
thought ſtill of bowing dowa w*®* his Maſter in the houle 
of Rimms;tor which he craved mercy,as acknowledging 
it to beevill. And thus might the Prophets anſwer fitly 


and needtully be given vnto him, not as ſaying, Goe axd | 
do a4 thou ha#t ſaid, but, Goc in peace , trouble not thy ſelf } 


with theſe things which would not further but hinder 
the peace of conſcience; & being now clenſed of thy le- 


profie be careful that thou finne not againſt the Lord, but | 


ſerve him, which forgiveth thyne iniquity & healeth thy 
infirmities : and peace from him be to thee. 2 Ke. 5. 1. 
I4+ 17. 18. 19, With [0hn. 5. 5--14. & 141.27. Pſal. 103. 3s 
C7122, 6, 7. #, 1 Chr09, 12.19, 

And otherwiſe, the approving of Naaman tocometo 
worlhip in the houſe of Rimmon,ſhoald both be againſt 


the whol courſe of the (criptures,8 againſt the practiſe of 


the Martyrs in all ages, & a ready meanes for corrupting 
of others, and defiling himſelf, and diſhonouring the 
Lord whom now hereafter he intended onely to make 
burntoffring and ſacrifice vato . 

And in this caſe we muſt alway remember, that as God 
hath madeand redeemed both bady and ſoule, and will 
glorify both inthe life tocome; fo he will of vs be glorifi- 
ed inthis life both in our bodyes and foules , in all our 
wayes, and ſpecially in the ſervice and worſhip of his 
Name. Therfore would not the ſeven thowſand in A- 
chabs tyme bow the knee vato Baall, nor kiſſe him with 


gheir mouth, 1922.19.17, Therefore would not Sha- 
drach, 


CO Aeainſihearing the Miniſt. of Engl. 87 
drach, Meſhach, and Abednego, fall dowrie'and bow 
themſelves tothe image that King Nebuchadnezar had 
ſet vp: And when he threatned them & layd, If ye bow 08 
down, ye ſhalbe cait immediatly into the mids of an hate frery for- 
mace: for Who that God, that can deliver you out of my hands? 
they anſwered and layd to the King,0 Nebuchadnezar, Wee 
are ot care full concerning thu matter 10 anſwer thee ; Whether 
it be that our God Whom Wee ſerve, who 6 able to deliver vs, ao fro 
the hote fiery fornace & from thyne hand, 0 King, deliver ws: Or 
Whether be do not, be it knowen to thee 0 Kiug, that Wye Woill 
not ſerve thy Gods, nor bow down to the golden image, Which thou 
haſt ſet Vp; Dani. 3. 12---18. 2 
cr The like work of faith ſhould be ſeen in all-the peo- 
e- | pleof God. For*Wwith the hart man beleeveth untp.righteouf- + 2, 14 16, 
at | 73, and With the mouth man confeſſeth to ſalvation. And our | 
y | bodies are not our owne any more then our ſoules, but 
1. | both ofthem arethe Lords, who hath bought them With a 
2, | price. Therefore ought we to glority God in both, and 
to yeeld the one no more then theother to any falſe wor- 

to | ſhipor vncleannes whatſoever.,'1 Cor.6. 19.20, 
iſt |  Finally,itſhould els be lawful to preſent our bodies at 
of | the Maſle, and at any idolatry old or new whereloever. 
ng | Andhowthen havether ben or canther ever be any Mar- 
he | tyrs of [eſus, which are on his {de, called and choſen and 
ket faithful? Rev. 27. 6, 14.494 19.11, 14, 414 20. 4. 

But to leave ſuch vaconſcionable difſeblers to the judg- 
ment of God, let not vs forget that the Lord our God 
hath forbidden vs to endow any other, to reccive or bow 
down to any inventions of Man in religion, ſpecially to. 
the conſtitutions and worſhip of Antichriſt. And letvs 
take heed we provoke not the Lord to anger, whois a je- 
lous God, not enduring that his people ſhould imbrace 
the boſome of a ſtranger and break his covenant,but pow- 
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ring forth his wrath for this cauſe vpon his people,8 viſi- 
ging this iniquity even vpon the third and fourrh genera- 
tion of them that hate him, and keep not his commande- 
ments bur go a whoring with their owne inventions, 

Ex0a, 20. 4.5. 6. Numb, 15. 39. Pſal, 16. 4. and 

106.3 5--40. Prov, 5. 20, Ezech. 44. 

7, I Cor. 10. 22. ReV. 14s 9.10, 
II,C7 18. 4.5. 41d 22. 


gt)0 4hafd LONLOLY NLWTNL! 
The ſeventh Reaſon. 
T* the preſent Miniſterie of the Church. aſſemblies of Engl. be 


not from heaven, but of men : then is it not lawfull in the Wwor- 
(bip of God to heare it or have any ſþirituall comunton thereWith, 

But the preſent Miniſterie of the Church.aſſemblies of Engl, #8 
not from heaven , but of men. 

Therefore it is not lanfull in the Worſhip of God to beare it of 
bave any ſpirituall communion thereWith, 


TY. 
L 
”  — 


The conſequence of ane is. manifeſt: 

r. Becauſe the Miniſterie with which we may lawful- 
ly communicate is from heaven, that is, appointed by 
God and warranted in his word. Ma?. 21. 25. 26, Ephe. 4- 
#, 11: 12: Heb. $. 4. 

2. Becauſe the worſhipping of God by a Miniſterie 
framed by Man, is a breach of the ſecond commaunde- 
ment: which the Lord hath threatned ſeverely to pu- 
niſh. Exod. 20. 5. Dewt, 12. 30.31. 32. Eſa. 29.13. With 
LMat., 15. 15:9. 

2. Becauſe ſuch a miniſtery is vncleane and lothſome 
in Gods fight, fo as the people of God can have no ſan- 


ified vie thereof, Nam. 15. 39. 40.2 Chron, 13.9. Eſa. 


30: 22. 41d 52.11, 4nd 66,320.70. 1.4. 


The truth ofthe Aſſumption is evident : becauſe God 
hath not appointed the Miniſtery of the Church-alem- 
blies of Engl. but Man hath framed and ſet it vp. Which 
may plainely be ſeen by comparing the Book of God, & 
their Books together : The Book of God, where their offi= 


ces callings and adminiſtration cannot be tound to be 
- from 


27. 
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d.1.4 = The ſeventh Reaſon 
trom heaven, ordeyned by the Lord: Their owne Books 
of making and conſecrating Biſhops Prieſts and Deacons, of Co- 
90m prayer and adminiitration of the ſacraments; of Canons and 
conſtitutions, &c. where they are readily found to be of 
Men, creed and authoriſed by themſelves . 

If any wil yet ſay,their callings & functions are fr6 hea- | 
ve,letthem ſhew it out of the word of God. Let the ſhery 
(I fay) that Chriſt the Lord hath ordeyned their offices, | 
entrance, and adminiſtration: Their Of es of Archbi- 
(hops , Lordbiſhops, Suftraganes, Cathedrall and Ru- 
rall Deanes, Prebendaries, Archdeacons, Subdeacons, | z 
Parſons, Vicars, Curates, &c. Their Entrance by the Pre= | 5 
lates, by whom they are made Deacons and Prieſts and | o 
conſecrated Biſhops,according to their book of ordering | 7 
and conſecration; as alſo, their preſentation to beneftices | 7 
by the Patrones,& inſtitution by the Prelates, &c. Their | « 
adminiſtration of the word, prayer, Sacraments, and cen- | 5; 
ſures, according to their Conſtitutions, book of Com- | c 
mon prayer, Injun&tions, Canons, &c. Forthis is the | « 
way, & this only, to warrant their eſtate, & ſtabliſh the co- | 2/ 
ſcience of ſuch as are troubled about it. Yet this they doe þ| zo 
not , but partly by cavils and exceptions againſt the | 
truth and witneſles of it, partly by vaine pretences of an- 
tiquity and humane authority, partly by abule and falſe 
oloſes of Scripture, partly by reproches and perſecutions 
of all ſorts, ſet henabives to obſcure thelight of the truth 
now manifeſted, and toturneaway the people from the 
knowledge and obedience thereof . 

Which is the more lamentable, conſidering what dt- 
is ax of them have judged and written of thele things 
9/4, themſelves. Onethus , "The Miniſterie of the Gopell, and 
| the funitzons there of ought to be from heaven & of Goa, cx not 


emvented by the brayne of men . From heaven (1 ſay ) and. on 
venly, 
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sefty of Teſus Chriſt, yet is there none in the Whole Vorld fo far out 


3 mm © WH 1, 


makes no mention of any ſuch B , as #4 now amoneſt vi, 


Aeaink hrarire the Mimi, of Fuel. 89 
venty, becauſe although it be executed by earthly men, andthe 
Miniiters alſo are choſen by men like vnto themſelves, yer becauſe 
gr 5 done by the Word ard inſiitution of Ced that hath | not one- + ye tha, 
ly ordeyned that the Word [ hould be preached, but hath ordeyned 
alſo in "what order and by Whom it [huuld be preached, it may 
well be accounted to come from heaven and from Gerd, © Seing 
therefore that theſe ſunttions of the Archbiſ hop and Archdeacon 
are not in the Word of God, it followeth that they are of the earth, 
and ſo can do no good, but much harme in the Church. | 
Another thus, * A1beit many nations that have renounced Demon. 


that Whore of Rome, are heynouſly ſuful agatn#t the elorious Ma- A ip tr bog 

Mc} he Reader , 
of mw as England in reteyning that popiſh hierarchie, firt c0y- Wo 
ned inthe midſt of the myi#terie of iniquity, and that filthy ſink of 


the Canon Law , Which Was mwvented & patched together, for the 


| confirming and increaſing of the kinedome of Antichrift: Where. 


in as great indienity is offered vnto leſia Chrift tn committing his 
Church vnto the government of the ſame, as can be, by meane 
onderlings unto a King; in committing hu beloved ſpouſe 1nto 


| the direction of the miſtreſſe of the Stewes , and intorcing ber 


zo live after the orders of a brothelhouſe., _ | 
A third thus, * It #5 a matter Which by all the fraynings of *Remevall of 


men therein employed, could never yet be cleared, that Provin: 72 *4mons 


ciall and Dioceſan Biſhops are by Divine Right, rather $1615. «+ I 


then by Humane Pollicie . We for our parts hold theſe things Devon: and 
firme : Firſt, that that Church-calling tor Which the ſcripture ge. ©ormwall. 
veth no expreſſe Vearrant, 6s meerly jumped and viterly un. "5 
lawfull, The office of Tohn (though it Were extraordinary)yet 

We ſee the care of the holy Ghoſf, toprove it by the Scripture, 

This is he of whom it is ſpoken by the Prophet Efaias. #4 3-4? 
Let any drvine tell me What dotirine be Would collef, if be 

Were 70 preach wpon that place, Secondly, that the Holy Yoritt 

Shew 


me 
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90 The ſeventh Reaſons 
me(Who can) the title Epiſcopus or Biſhop g7ven theye t9 4ny 
mortall men inveſbeft of other Paſtors , and not Wholy and one; 
ly in reſpect of the flock . 


And divers others of them thus, T Not onely the office of 


Elders but their name alſo is out of this Engliſh Church vtterly 
removed, and in fead of them in every Church the Pope hath 
brought tn and they ia Enzland yet mainteynethe Lordſ hip of one 
man over many Churches, Which Lordbiſhops bety7 not able (as 
the Elders ) to execute 79eiy offices in therr owne perſons Without 
ſabſtirmtes , have therefore their vader officers, as Suffraganes, 
Chancelours , _Archdeacons, Officials, Commiſſaries, and ſuch 
like . Alſo, They With their Canons and Courts are drawen out 
of the Popes { hop, & take pan them(Which is mo#t horrible )the 
rule of Gods Church, thru/ting away moſt ſacrileztonſly that order 
Which Chrift hath left in his Charch and Which the Primitive 
Church bath wed, yea robbinz the Church of lawful Paffors, Elders, 
and Deacons, And, Ina few Words to ſpeak What We meape, 
Eyther mult We have 4 1ieht miniftery of God, a right govern- 
went of his Church, according to the Scriptures ſet up(both Which 
we lack) or elsthere can be no 1ieht Religion, nor yet for contempt 
thereof can Gods plagues be from v1 any Wile deferred, Thus 
& much more have ſundry of themſelves written in for- 
mer tymes , how ever it be that now they would ſeem 
to plead otherwile. 

Bur to let themalone, by this may appeare how need- 
full itis forall, both Miniſters and people, to take heed 
to their wayes, and to lay them to heart, Towching the 
Miniſters, it ſhould herein be with them, as it was with 
Tohn Baptif#, who proved his calling by the word to be 
from heaven, 10h. 1. 22. 23. Wh Mat. 21. 25. And they 
thatare in deed true Miniſters, will have ſpeciall care 
and alway be able to ſhew their offices and callings to be 
of the Lord, from heaven, approved by his word. So 
| Were 


Againſ! hearing the Minift, of Engl. 
were the Prieſts and Prophets in the tyme of the Law: 
So were allothe Apoſtles and Miniſters of the Primitive 
Churches vnder the Goſpell: Yea & Chriſt himlelf like- 


wiſe. Andif we may certainely affirme,that the Chriſt 


who cannot approve his calling by the Scripture is not 
the truce Chriſt, but a falſe Chriſt, and therefore to-be 
avoyded, notwithſtanding any truth he profeſſeth and 
publiſheth : then may weas ſurely conclude, that the 
Miniſters which cannot prove their callings by the word 


of God are falſe Miniſters,and therefore not to be joyned 


withall , whatſoever truth they teach or bring withthem 
otherwiſe. And if the Prophets, Apoſtles,lohn Bapriſtz 
& Chriſt himſelf would not take this honour vnto them, 


to be priviledged from having and ſhewing warrant of 
their callings out ofthe word of God: who and whatare 


the Miniſters of the Church of England,that they ſhould 
be exempt from this ſo equall, ſo needfull, fo generall a 
condition ? And ifthey be not exempt, why are they 
not ready and carcfull to ſhew it,tor the ſatiſftying of 6— 
thers, and defence of themſelves? FIN, 


And for the people (howſoever the Miniſters do) it 
ſhould be with them,as it was with the children of Reu-. 
ben and the children of Gad and half tribe of Manaſfles, 


who ſayd, God forbid,that we ſhould rebell againſt the Lord, 
turne away this day from the Lord to build- an altar for barnt-of- 


frine, for meat offring , or for ſacrifice,ſave the altar of the Lord 


our God, that is before his tabernacle. ſh. 22,29, So ſhould 


all Chriſtians be likewiſe mynded and ſay, Far be it from | 


vs, that we ſhould rebell againſt che Lord Teſus Chriſt,8: 
_ turnethis day from him, in appointing for our ſelves (or 
ſubmitcing our ſelves vnto).any office or calling, for the 
adminiſtration of the word, prayer, or Sacraments, ſave 
onely that Miniſtery which Chriſt onr Saviour hath ap- 
pointed in his word. Of which fort becauſe theſe Mini- 
| M24 
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ſters ofthe Church of England arenot, far be it that we 
ſhould rebell againſt the Lord our God, and turne away 
fro him in receiving of them, in mainteyning or ſubmit- 
ting ourſelves vnto them, by hearing of them or com- 
municating with them in their Miniſtery any other 
Wayes. 

If itbe ſayd, that all that theſe Miniſters do, is to the 
Lord; and that the things which they do are ſuch as he 
hach commaunded, as reading the Scriptures, reaching 
the truth, praying, baptizing, &c. yetthis doth not help 
them, nor covereth their ſinne. For belides that which 
hath ben ſpoken before concerning this poyat, we may 
ſee here by this example, how the Reubenites and the 
reſt confeſſed, that although they had built their Altar 
for the true Gad, and to ſerve him by no other ſacrifices 
then he required, yet their attempt therein ſhould not- 
withſtanding be rebellion againſt the Lord, and apoſtafie 
from their God . The fame likewiſe is to be mynded 
for all falſe Miniſteries 8 deviſes of menin the worſhip 
of God vader the Goſpel, For whatſoever things ar writ- 
een aforetyme,they are afore-written for our learning and 
intcuRion . Roms. t5. 4. And hitherto of theſe Reaſons. 

Now the Gad of all grace give vs to agree and be 
like myaded in the truth and ſyncerity of the Goſpell of 
Telus Chriſt: that wee may ſet our hearts to receive 8 
keep whatſoever the Lord hath commanded, and in one 

accord with one mouth may praiſe Godeven 
the Father ofour Lord Iefus Chriſt: 
To whom be glory and domt- 
nipn forever & eyer- 
Amev, 


. IELERTY. 
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OTHER ARGVMENTS 


and Reaſons, taken our of divers Books, 

old and new, written by the forward Preachers concer- 

ning the Ceremonies, Miniſtery , and govern- 
ment of the Church of England: 


RER$ 
2 


Tending to the ſame end and proving the 
ſame thing with the Reaſons 


here beforealledged, 
Uiaz, 

That it is notlawfull to heare or comp 
municate with the preſent Mini- 
ſtery of the Church-aſſem- 
blies of England, 


The firft Argnment,taken our of Mr W. Br. Twelve Argu- 
ments, made by him againſt their Ceremonies; and 
thus applyed vato their Miniftery. 


A LI Wil.wor ſhip is ſmne: 

To heare or communicate With the preſent Miniſterie 
of the Church-aſſemblies of England, in Church Service in mancr 
«nd forme preſcribed, ® aWil-worſhip. Ergo 
To heare or communicate With that Minifterie is fume, 


The Propoſition cannot be denied, for the Apoſtle 
Paul plainely condemneth Wil-worſhip. 
The Aſſumption may thus be proved : 
Al pars of Divine Service and Worſhip, impoſed onely by the 
will and pleaſure of Man, wpon the communicamts in Divine 
M 3 dere 
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Service,and that of neceſſity to be done , «Wil-war(hip. 

But to heare or communicate With the preſent Miniſtery of 
the Church-aſſemblies of Enzland, in Church Service in maner & 
forme preſcribed, is 1, a part of Divine Service and Warſhip, 
2.impoſed onely by the pleaſure > Willof Men, vpon the Cimmuni. 
cants in Divine Service, 3,0t nece/ity to be done therin.Ergo, 

To heare or communicate With the preſent Miniſterie of the 
Church. aſſemblies of England in maner and forme preſcribed, is 4 
Wil-worſ bip, 

The Propoſition is as cleare as the Sunne at noone day, 
. The Aſſumption haththree parts: 
I. The firſt is, That to heare or communicate With the pre- 
fent Miniterie of the Church of England, &*c. is a part of Divine 
Worſhip and Service. Which cannot, be denyed. 

2. The ſecond part of the Aſſumption is: Tha? 2? #8 #m- 
poſed onety pon the pleaſure and Will of man. , Which is evi- | , 
dent, ſeing Man impoſeth it vpon man, & God hath not 
in his word appointed their Offices callings and admint- 
ſtration, 'y Lara required any to comunicate with them f | 
in Church ſervice, in maner and forme preſcribed. Tow- I : 
ching which, beſides that we have ſpoken in the former 
Reaſons, ſee in their owne books what themſelves have | ; 
publiſhed: a proof whereof in ſundry particulars we have | , 
given both heretofore, and in this preſent Treatiſe. " 

3. The third part of the Aſſumption is: That it is of xe - 
ceſiity to be done in Divine Service. Which is alſo out of all 
doubt : For the people ſtand bound to heare 8& comuni- 
cate with them, vpon payne of ſuſpenſion, excomunica- | 
tion, paying twenty pound amoneth,&c. and God muſt 
have no ſolemne Worſhip in England , except it bein 
communion with theſame. 

Vpon all this it followes, That to heare and communixate 
With the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-aſſemblies of England 

#7 maner & forme preſeribed,ts to do that Which is a part of Di- 
Vine Worſhip impoſed onely by the Will of Man, &'c. 


chrift and bis Offucerss 


95 


Thc ſecond Argument, taken out of 
the ſame Trearnſe. 


] T it 4 ſrune againſt God for Chriftians to partake With the 
Miniſterie of juch, as accounting themſelves to be ſervants of. 
leſus Chrtit, yet do inthe execution 0 f their Mzniſtery,orve ſpects 
all Hononr to _Antichrift and bis Offecers. 

But the Miniterte of the Church of Enzland is ſuch,as the Mz- 
nifters account themſelves to be ſervants of leſus Chriſt, and yes 
in the execution of their Miniiterte , give ſpectall Honour to An- 
tichrift and his Officers, Ergo, 

It is a ſinne again? God for Chriitians to partake With the Mi- 
mſferie f the Courd, of. Eneland. 


The Propoſition is manifeſt and cleare to any that. 
have an eyeof Reaſonand any light of Divinity ſhining 
init . Forwhich ſee; 2 Cr. 6:14--77. Rev. 18. 4. * * 

The Aſſumption hath two parts; Firſt, hat the Mini- 
ers of the Church of England, account themſelves to be ſervants 
of 1eſus Chrift, Which themſelves will freely graunt, - For 
here they ſay, that by Way of Excellency they are fo. 

The ſecond is, that zbey do in the execution of their Mini- 


ſterie,give ſpeciall hononr to Antichriit & his Officers, Which 


is proved(If ouradverfarieswill graunt, that the Pope is 
Antichriſt, and the Prelates Aatichriſtian officers) by 
this reaſon, 


Such a conformity to Antichriſt and his Officers tn the Mint- 


ſterie, as ts not onely beſides the Word of God, but in 4 ſpecial ma- 


ner derogatorie to all reformed Churches that have depar- 


red from the Synagogue of Rome, 8 a ſpeciall honour 10 Antt- 
| Bal 


—— 
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94. The 2, Arenment, 
But the execution of the Miniſtery of the Church of England, is 
ſuch a conformity io Antichriit and his Officers... Frgo, 
The execution of that (Miniſfterie, in the manner pas. it 
fo give ſpecial honour to Antichrift and bis Officers , 


The Propofition is without exception . 
The Aſſumption is thus proved: 

To execute a Minifterie under Antichriſts Hierarchie, and 
that alſo by vertme of a calling recetved according to the popiſh or- 
dering of Miniſters , Which is not onely ſtraunge from the Word 
of God and the wſe of all well reformed Churches in the World, 
but is alſo drawen out of the Popes pontificall, Whercin he ſhew- 
eth himfelt to be Antichriſt mo# lively , that is ro have confors 
wity With Antichriſt and his Officers as is aforeſaia. 

But ſuch 1s the execution of the Miniſterie oh Church of Exe 
gland. Ergo, 

It i520 have contormity With Antichri# and his Officers asis 
aforeſud. | 


The Propofition they will not gaineſay. 

The Affumption they have graunted and publiſhed, 
viaz, That they have an Antichritian Hierarchic and popiſh or- 
dering of ' Minifters, raunge fr om the Word of God and the wſe 
of all well reformed Churches in the World, And, that their Pox- 
zicftall Whereby they confecrate Biſhops and make Miniſters and 
Deacont,is nothing els but a thing word for Word drawen out of 
the Popes pontificall, wherein be ſheweth himſelf ro be Antichriſt 
m7 lively, Admon, t0 Parliam, treatiſe 2.. ſection 14. 


—_ 


ESSE SES RIEST, 


— FI — 


The third Argument, taken out of the ſame book of Mr Bradſh. 
Twelve Arguments, and out of the London Mipiſters Ex- 
ceptions,and Lincolgthire Miniſters Abridgement &e, 


F ſuch be the eſtate of the Miniitery of the Church. aſſemblies 
of England, as they are bound in their Miniitrationvno ſuch 
thimes, as the wſing of them in Church Service in manner and 
forme preſcribed, ts a Wil-worſhip , a giving of ſpeciall Honour to 
Antichriſt and his members, a pertorming of Honour more then 
civill (even a Religious)onely to an bumane Power and Anthority; 
a Warranting of rhe like vſe of Iewiſh, Turkiſh, Paganiſh, or 
Popiſ h obſervations; a doing of ſchiſmaticall Actions; an having of 
irHtuall Comunio with the Idolatrous Papiſts 1m the mySteries of” 
their Idolatrie and Superſtition,a mineling of Profane things With 
Divine; an wing of unlawfull things in Divine Worſhip, an ad- 
miniſtring of Sacraments that are not of divine inititution; a jo- 
lemne acknowledging of ſpirituall Homage , to the ſpirituall vſur- 
ped authority of Lord Archbiſ hops & Biſhops, an vſing of humane 
Traditions and Rites enioyned to be pertormed in Gods Worſhip, 
as neceſſarie to ſalvation; an apparant meanes of the Damnation 
of the ſowles of infinite numbers of men , confirming them in Su- 
per/tition and 1aulatry, a diferacing of the bly Scripture; a pro- 
faning of the Sacraments; an approving 'of Pepiſh errours, 
and manifeit vnruths ; an obſerving of a Leiturgie Which in 
the Wohole matter and forme thereof, 15 too like untothe Maſſes 
book, and hath in it ſundry things contrary to the Word of God, 
8c. If fuch( I ſay) be the eate of the Miniſterie of the Church. 
aſſemblies of Enziand, then is it not lawtull to communicate with 
them therein, 
But ſuch is the eſtate of the Miniſterie of the Church-aſſemblies 
of Freland, Ergo, 


lt is not lawfall to communicate With them therein, 7 
N 4 ad 


The third Areument 
The conſequence of the Propoſition is proved by ſun- 
* Hridge- Qty reaſons, alledged * by the Lincolneſhire Miniſters, 


ry + , though vrged by them bur againſt the vſe of their Cere. 


wvedto his Ma- : - : bp p he's: | , 
ve/y , bythe Cating with their Miniſterte and miniſtration aforeſaid. 
Limcolneſhire 

Minifters, p, 1. By the ſecond commandement, which forbids all provocations 
17. Gf *. ynto ſpiritual fornicatio,as the ſeventh doth vato that which is carnall. 


2. By the commandement and direQtion God hath given vsin his 
word, t to (eparate our ielves from Idolaters and Antichritiens, and to 
be as vnlike vnto them as may be, (pecially in their religious obſervart- 
ons; | to abolith not onely all Idols bur all the 1n{trumenrs of Idolatrie, 
and that ſo as we may beit thew our + vemoſt deteftation to them and 
*root out the verie memory of them, &c. ftLevir. 18.3. 4 and1y.1 9. 
27,28, Exod. 23. 24. Deut. 14. 1. andi2.4, 30, 32, 2 Cor, 6. 14---18. 
Apoca. 14. 4. | Gen. 35.2, 4. xum. 33.52. Deut, 12.2.3. 2 King.23. 
#, 5- Eſa. 27. 9. and3o.22.23, Zeph,1,4, Apoca.2, 14. 20, YDeut, 
7.25.20, and 9,21, 1 Chron. 14.1. 2 King. 18. 4. and2z.06.4, Eſa. 
v9.22. Inde,z;z, *© Exod. 23.13. Dewut.12.3. Toſh 23.7. Zach. 13.1, 
3. By the equity & realons of theſe commandements which we find 
fer down in holy Scripture. v-4z,, r. The dereſtation which the Lord 
our God (being a.jelous God ) bearech vato Idolatry and all che inſtru- 
meats and tokens thereof , as vnto ſpirituallwhoredome. Exod. 28. x, 
EC. Deut. 7.25.26, * 2. Thatwecannot be ſaid fincerely to have 
repented of the 4ntichri/tian;/me Idolatrie or ſuperſtition whereby we 
orour forefathers have provoked the Lord, vales we be aſhamed of 
and caft away with deteſtation all the inſtruments and monuments of 
It. 2 Chron, p;. 15. Eſa.r. 28.29. andr,6. 8. 9.20. andzo. 9.10, 11, 
. 22, 2 Cer. 7.17, 3. That we {halbe in danger to be corrupred in 

Religion and doQrine, and ro be brought to ruine and deſtrudtion, if 
we conforme our ſelves to Idolaters & 4n7:chrifticniin their Miniſterie, 
miniſtration, ceremonies, & reteyne orpartake with the monuments 
of their ſuperſtition, yea if we ſhew notal deteſtation vnto them. Exod. 
34.12.15. Dewt. 7. 4+ 25+ 26.  Indp. 2.13. Gal.z. 5. Rev, 
18. 4. #- That our keeping of communion With the Miniſters 
io ſuch Miniſtration , will be a ſpeciall meane to harden them 1n that 
vngodlynes. Ezech. 10. 54. 1Cor. 8.10, 5. That ſcing the Prelates 
are reveiled to be great Antichriſts, and their Miniſterie and conftitutt- 
[; ©ns to be great troublers of the Church at this day,it cannot bur be ve- 
\' zy ſinfull and hurtfull co reteyne or communicate with them. 2 The/.3. 
3+ 4.8. 9g,10,11,12. Apoc, 17. and 18. chap. Lev. I#. 3+ 


4 By the judgment of the godly learacd of all Churches & ages © v6-k 
| Y | 


monies : which we will now apply vnto the communi- - 


The third Ayeument 9 9 
to 


have conſtantly taught and given teſtimony to this truth, that Chr1 
205 are bound to forſake and caſt of the Miniftration ceremonies & re- 


1; zious cuſtomes of Pagans Iewes 4nrichr/ians Idolaters & Rereticks, + 


2nd carefully ro ſhun all conformity with them therein, 


And hitherto of ſuch reafons as are alledged by the 


Lincolneſhire Miniſters, as is aforeſaid. Now for further 
confirmation of the Propoſition, I will alſo annex theſe 
following ; being of like nature with the former. 

1. The conſideration of the many finnes, and thoſe al- 
ſo greatand grievous, which cn{ue vpon ſuch practiſe: 
as may appeare by the particulars noted here im the Pro» 
poſition ,& proſecuted in their Books. 

2. Becauſe the ſecond commandement forbiddeth 
not onely the malrne, but alſo the bowing downe to any in- 
ventions & conſtitutions of 'men in the worſhip of God: 
And this prohibition of bowrng downe, includeth not one- 
ly thoſe that vie them,but ſuch alſoas communicate with 
them' therein . Exod. 20. 5. 

3. Becauſethe Lord requireth of vs to ſhew all vtter- 
moſt deteſtation and forlaking of them, both by word 8 
deed, even caſting them away as menſtruous cloths, and 
ſaying vatothem, Get you hence, Eſa. 30. 22. 


4- Becauſe the impoſition & obſervation of the things - 


aforelayd, is not onely vpon the Miniſters, but vpon the 
people alſo, & that both in their own perſons and in their 
children. And why ſhould not the people aſwel as the 
Miniſters ſtand faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath 
made them free, and not be intangled agayne with the 
Yoke of bondage? Gal. 5.1. 

5.Becauſc the Lord hath not required this at our hands; 


that we ſhould ſerve him by fuch a Miniſterie and Mini- . 


tration. Fa. 1. 12. 
6. And finally,becauſethe Lord hath ſtrairly enjoyned 
\s to fortake all humane deviſes in his worſhip, and not 
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no The 4. Argument 
at all to partake with * of the finnes of Babylon. Dexr. 


g.chap. Rev. 18,4. and 22.18.19, Of which fort, both 
they and we have proved that theſe are: as may be ſeen 
in their books and ours written hereabout . And thus 
much of the Propoſition. 


The Aſſumption is proved by Mr Bradſh, in his Twelve 
Arguments, by the London Miniſters in their Exceptions 
and by the Lincolnethire Miniſters in their Abrideement 
of the Book delivered to his ' Mateſty: pag. 2-70. &c. compa- 
red with the Canons of Anno 1603, &c. The Arguments & 
other Treatifes of the Miniſters, ſhew the nature and vſe 
of the things enioyned to be of ſuch conſequence . The 
Canons of the Convocation and other Lawes and con- 
- ſtitutions of their Church, ſhew that the Miniſters are 
bound to ſuch a Miniſtration : And that vpon payne of 
ſuſpenſion, deprivation, degradation, excommunucati- 
PRemoval of ON: &C. 
Impur.of D*= Wherevpon ſomeof them have written, that * zo! 
ig "prong Paul himſelf, if be Were living, ſhould be permitted to con. 
p.z59, * Hinue his funition, it he Would not contorme: And, * the Whole 
Ms Bradſh. Solemne Worſhip and Miniiterie of Iefus mui? (foupe and yeeld 
gum. Il. to theſe; And theſe mnit not forpe or yeeld to them, Which 
howloeyer they apply moſt vnto their Ceremonies, yet 
the grounds of their Arguments imply it alſo vpon 
their Miniſtery, and vpon the partakers there- 
with: as may appeare by that which 
hath ben ſayd betfore;& which 
hereafter followeth. 


rot 
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The fourth Argument, taken out ofthe Admonitions 
to the Parliament, written by the Preachers 
ſeeking reformation, 


F the Offices of the Archbiſhops , © Archdeacons, Lordbiſhopt, 
Suffraganes, Par ſors, Vicars, Pariſ b prie#ts, Stipendaries, and 
the reſt of that fort in the Church of Enzland, be Antichriitian & 
contrarie to the Scriptures: thenthe people of God may not heare 
or otherwiſe partake With their Minterie in the Worſhip of God, 
But the Offtces of the Archbiſhops, _Archdeacons, Lord.- 
biſ hops, Sufraganes, Parſons, Vicars, Pariſh prietts, Stipendaries, 
and the reſt of that ſort in the Church of England, are Antichri« 
#ian and contrarie to the Scriptures, 
Therefore the people of God may not heare or otherwiſe par. 
take With their Miniſtery in the Worſhip of God , 


The Propoſition needs no proof. For what communi- 
on hath light with darknes *? And what concord hath 
Chriſt with Belial? 2 Coy, 6. 14-17. Rev. 14+. 9-12. 41d 
If. 4. 4nd 22.18. 19, 

The Aſſumption is their owne ſaying, and their plea 

for reformation many yeares ſince. i Admonition to 

the Parljam, treatiſe, 1. and 2. ſettion, 14. 18, 


20. (Fe 
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The fift Argument , taken out of the Offer of Conference 
or diſputation, tendered by ſome of the ſilenced & de- 
prived Miniſters,to the Archbiſhops and Biſhops, &c. 


T/ theſe Propoſi tons be true , 1. That all matters meerly Fc. 
clefraſticali, Which are laWully impoſed pon any Church, are 


Rs 


God; 2, That all humane Ordinances vſed onely or ſpecially in 
Coas Worſhip, Wherevnto they are not neceſſarie / themſelves, 
are ſimply vnlawtull; 3. That every true viſible Church of 
Chriſt ts ſuch a ſpirituall Body politick, as is ſpectally inſtituted by 
Chriit or hus Apoſtles inthe NewTefHament: 4. That eve- 
ry true viſible Church of Chriſt or ordinary Aſſemb!y of rhe 
faithfull, hath by Chrifts ordinance power init ſelf, immeadtate- 
ly vnder Chriit, to elect and ordeyne, deprive and aepoſe their 
Miniſters, to execute all other Eccleſjafticall Cenſures: 5 .That 
the Paſtor of a particular Congreeation is the higheſt ordinary ec- 
Cleſiaſtrcall Officer in any true conftitured viſible Church of 
Chriſ/i: 6, That it is the Office of every true Paitor toteach 
ana to governe ſpiritually onely one Church or Congregation im- 
meatately under Chrit: 57, That the Office & Calling of 
Provinciall and Dioceſan Prelates is contrary to the Word of God: 
If (Tſay ) theſe Propoſitions be true, then it ts n0t lawſull to hear 
or have any ſpirituall communion With the preſent Mniftery of the 
Church- aſſemblies of Eneland. 
But the Propoſitions aforeſaid are true. 
Thexejore it is not laninlto heare or have any ſtirituall com- 
union With the preſent Miniiterie of the Church-aſſemblies of 
Enzland, 


The Majoris of neceſſary conſequence, and notto be 


genyed: x. Becauſe their Ecclefiaſticall matters Conltt- 
| tutions 


ſuch as may be concluded neceſſarily from the Written Word of 


Aeainlt the Minif?. of Engl. T1993 
tutions Offices & Miniſtration, called intoqueſtion,can- 
not be concluded from the written word of God ;butare 
Humane Ordinances, never inſtituted by Chriſt or his 
Apoſtles : Andtherefore are vnlawtull to be received or 
bowed vnto in Gods worſhip . Exod. 20. 4. 5, 4nd 23. 13. 
24. Dent, 12. 28---32, 2 Cor. 6. 14---17. 1 Timm 5.22. and 
6. 13.14, Iude, Ver. 3. & 23. Rev.22.18, 19. 

2. Becaule by the conſequence of theſe Propofitions, 
they have notin their eſtate eythertrue Churches or true 
Miniſters. And with falſe Churches and talſe Miniſters, 
we may not have any ſpirituall communion. Hof. 4. 15. 
Ams. 4.4.5. Toh. 10. 5. Reve. 14. 9--12. 4nd 18. 4.5. 

3. Neyther can it be but that ſuch practiſe muſt needs 
imply in them which do it,that eyther they hold the Pro- 
poſitions aforeſayd to be falſe ( which they averr to be 
true) orat leaſt that they walk corruptly & halt between 
two opinions. I Kine. 18.21, 


The Minor is profeſſed and publiſhed by themſelves, 
and offered to be wainteyned againſt the Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops and all their adherents, by the late filenced 
and deprived Miniſters in England. - Offer of Conference, 


Pas. Io Zo 
Wherealſo note, how themſelves hold it lawfull,vpon 


the Prelates proceedings,that * both the Miniſters and peo- «997+ of c, nl 
ple of the Church-aſſemblies of England may leave their ordinarie ference, pag, 


anding in thoſe Churches, Which ifit prove not © 54 
a lawfull ſeparation like ours, 
it wilbe found to be a 
very ſchilme among 
themſclyes. 


(*/ 


Vo 
The fixt Argumenc, taken out of divers Treatiſes written in 
behalt of the Miniſters of Devonſhire, Cornwall, Lin- 


colathire 8c. alſo out of the Admonitions to the Par= 
lamec,& out of Mr Cartwrizhts,Mr Vdals, Mr Iacobs, 


& other of their books, written of like argument. 


Frbeſe Aſſertions be true, 1, That that Church-calling for 

which the Scripture giveth no expreſſe warrant, is meerly v- 
ſurped & witerly unlanfull: 2, That as it is not lawful to bring in 
any ſiraunge aottrine, ſo t5it wot laWfull to teach the true 
aoetrine , vnder the name of any other funition then 1 inſtituted 
by Ged; And, that God hathnot onely ordeyned that the Word 
j hould be preached, but hath ordeyned alſo in What order and by 
Whom it ſhould be preached: 3. That the Wordof God contey- 
med in the Writings of the Prophets and Apoitles, ts of abſolute 
pertection , given by Chriſt the head of the Church, to be vnto 
the ſame, the ſole Canon and rule of all matters of Religion, and 
the Worſ hip and ſervice of God Whatſoever : And that Whatſo- 
ever done in the ſame ſervice and Worſhip cannot be initityed by 
the faid Word, is vnlanfull: 4, That 4 true viſible Church ts 
a company of men, ordinarily ioynine together inthe true Worſhip 
of God: And, that all ſuch Charches and Congregations, commu- 
micating after that maner together , in divine Worſhip, are in 
all eccleſia/icall matterzequall,and of the ſame po Wer ana autho- 
rity, and that by the Word and Will of God they ought to have the 
ſame ſpiritual priviledees, prerocatives, officers adminiitrations, 
orders, and Formes of divine Worſhip: x5. That every 6ita- 
bliſhed Church or Congregation ought to have thoſe ſpiritual of- 
tiers and Miniſters WT are entoyned by Chrift in the new 
Teſtament und noother: 6, That the ground of Church-20- 


vernment, i the Kinzly tunttion of Chrift, Who « the Head of the 
J Chnrch, 
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Azain/t the Miniſt, of Engl. 
Charch, and Whom it properly concernes to make lawes by Which 
to governe the Church, 7. That the Scripture hath delive- 
red anexatt plattorme of Pollicie for the Houſe of God Which ts the 
Church: And, The Word of God deſcribeth perfitly unto vs, that 
form of governing the Church 5 lawful;& the off tcers that are 
zo execute the ſame ; ffom the Which no Chriſtian Charch ought 
zo ſwarve, 
eland is an Humane ordinice; yea & the very ſame,by Which An- 
tichriit roſe vnto bis intolerable Tyranny in Gods Church, g.That 
it robbeth the Church of laWwtull Paſlors, Elders, and Deacons, 
109, That Dioceſan Biſ hops have net any place nor part at all in 
any true aud proper viſible Church of Chri#. Il. That it is 
the natura!l and immutable office of a Paitor bothzo Teach and to 
Governe (With the aſd{fance of other Elders )his owne flock, 12. 
That the right & true Diſcipline EccleſiaFticall in each proper Viſe. 
ble Church, ts one mayne part of the ordinarie meanes of ſalvati. 
on appointed by God for every ſoule : and that this inthe Church 
of * 97 is viterly Wanting, 13. That Dioceſan Biſhops, 
&c. ao ( by neceſſarie conſequence) deny Chriſt the Saviour to 
be our intire and perteet Prophet and ſpirituall King (, by taking 
away from him ſome proper parts ot his Propheticall and Kingiy 
Offices ) , impugne the Foundation of ſaving faith, and are contra- 

rie ro Gods Word, 274. That Chrift is the onely teacher of his 

Church, and appointer of all meanes Whereby We | honld be taught 
and admoniſhed of any holy dutie, 5 Whatſoever he hath thought 

2004 toteach hs Church, and the meanes Whereby, he hath 


perfirly ſet downe i the holy Scriptures, ſo that to acknowledge 4- 


ay 0: her meanes of teaching and admoniſ hing vsof our dutythen 


fach as he hath appointed, ts toreceive another teacher into the 


the Church beſides him, and to confcſſe ſome imper fettion inthoſe 
meanes he hath ordeyned to teach vs by: If theſe Aſſertions 
(I (iy) be truethen is it vnlamfull to have communion With the 
preſent Miniitery of the Conerafartn of Eneland., 


Euf 
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8. That the forme of Church. governement in En- 
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x06 The fret  Avawnent 
Bat the forefaid Aſſertions are true : | 
Therefore it 1 vn/awfiull to have communion With the preſent 


Climi/terie of the Church-aſſemblies of England. 


The Propoſition agreeth with that of the former Ar. 
ment, and addeth weight vnto it . For, beſides that 
whichrhere is ſayd,it cannot ſtand with the Homagedue 
ynto Chriſt the King and Head of the Church; with the 

- ſound acknowledgement of the ſufficiency of the Scrip- 
ture & word of Gd; with the carefull viing of the means 
of {alvation appointed by God for every ſoule, with the 
faithfall renouncing of all humane ordinances in Gods 
worſhip , and vtter deteſtation of Antichriſt, &c.to have 
comunion with th? Miniſterie of the Church-afſemblies 
of England: ſeing they are not lawtull Paſtors or Mini- 
ſters , having the naturall and immutable Offices appoin- 
red by Chriſt, nor performing the worſhip of God accor- 
ding to the Canon of his word; but ſtand in ſubicion 
to Provinciall and Diocelan Biſhops, receiving their Mi- 
niſtery from them, and executing it vnder them , who 
are contrary to Gods word, and againſt the Prophecy 8 
Kingdome of Teſus Chriſt: &c. So as to heare and com- 
_ municare with their Miniſtery, were to worthip God at 
ter an valawfull maner, and to acknowledge other offices 
and meanes of teaching and governing the Church,then 
ſuch as Chriſt harh appointed: and conſequently to re- 
ceive an other Teacher & King into the Church belftdes 
him, and to confeſſe ſome imperfeRion in thoſe offices 
and meanes which he hath ordeyacd to teach & governc 


vs by. &c 


The Aſſumption is their owne, acknowledged & con- 


ficmed by themſelves in divers of theur books : Nam fly, 
Tye 
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et Azainjt the Miniſt. of nel. Top 
The Removall of certaine Imputations layd 4/pon the Mintfersof 
Devon: and CornWall,pag. 22. 39. T.C. reply, 1, Pag, 83. 
Eneliſ h Puritanifme, p. 1.5.6.12.13. 24+ The Demonſtrat.of 
Diſcipl. pag 1. Admonit, 10 the Parliam. treatiſe, 1. and2., Sers 
7200 09 Rom. 12. pag. 36. 37. Mr 1acobs Reaſons proving nee 
ceſſity of reforming the Churches in England, pag. 33. 35+ SI. $2» 
53. The Abridgement of the Book delivered to his Mateſly bythe 
Lincolnſhire Miniſt: pag. 31, 32-7778. &c 


And let it here be obſerved, that although the caſe be 
thus cleare, by their owne writings,againſttheir Church ,, 
and Miniſtery: yet * they ceaſe not to impute ſchiſe vn- Dern: F 
to vs for ſeparating from them in ſuch eſtate; they pre- Londen Minis 
tend that the mayne cauſe of our ſeparation,ts becauſe of their Ce- ar n _ ' 
remonies; they hold and plead that the Churches of England, \,, Hilder: 
as they be eftabliſhed by publik Amuthority , are true viſible Chur- Mr Srenas 
ches of Chriſt; and that their Minitters, are faithtull Paffors, 99ers wri- 
and true Miniters of Chrii#, &c. Accuſations, pretences, *"*** &* 
opinions and pleas, that ſort very ill with their Propoſi- 
tions and Aﬀſertions: andare ſo much the moreſtraunge 
in them, as they have, beſides all the former Poſitions & 
many other the like, aftirmed expreflely, that they lack 
both aright Minii#terie of God, & a rieht governm?t of hu Church 
according to the Scriptures, that they have an Amtichriftian hie- 
rarchie; & a Leiturgy culled & picked out of the Popiſh dunghil 
the Maſſeboot fullof all abominations, and that the comroverſre 
betwixt the Prelates & them,ts. not for 4 cap a tippet or a ſurplus, 
but for greater matters concering 4 true Minijterie and Regte/ 
ment of the Church according to the Word, Which being once e- 
ftabliſhed, the other melt aWay of themſelves, Admon.te 
the Parliam, treatiſe, 1. & 2. 
Thus havethey written and iudged themſelves here- 
tofore. Now iftheir Church an - Miniſtery were altered, 
s \ 
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109 The {i ” Argument. 
it would be knowen. But ſeing it is not, how is it that 
they keep not more to the greater matters in controver. 
fie; but inſiſt ſo much vpon the leſſer, which would mes 
away of themſelves, if the other Were once eftabli hed? And 
why blame they vs, for ſeparating from their falſe Mini- 

ſerie, vnlawfull worſhip, and Babylonith conſtitution 
| of their Church? Or why conlider they not, that the 
WE extentof their Propoſitions and Afſertions reacheth, not 
onely to their Ceremonies, but alſo to their Miniſtery, 
Leiturgie,and Church it ſelf? 

Now therefore if they can make to accord together, 
their judgement with their practiſe, their writings with 
their walking: it is more thentyme & needfull chat they 
did it, & thatthey did it ſoundly from the word of God, 

For: as yet what do they els, but with one mouth both 
bleſſeand curſe; and with the one hand build 
vp that which with the other they. 
deſtroy, and ſo make them- 

| ſelves treſpaſlers? 
| Gal.2.18. 
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The ſeventh Argument, taken out of Mr Bradſh. 
book aforeſaid: $rdz,, out of the tenth 
Argument of that Treatiſe, 


Jos a ſinne againit Chriſt the ſole Head of the Church, to have 

irituall communion With thoſe CMinifters, Which in the 
adminiitration of Divine things , do eyther by Word or deed, ſ0- 
lemnely proteſſe & yeeld a ſpirituall Homage, t0 an 1 ſurpedſiri- 
tnall amthority in the Church. 

But the Miniſters of the Church-aſſemblies of Fnaland, do 
even in the admini#tration of Divine things, by ſolemne deed, 
proteſſe and yeeld a ſpirituall Homage, to the ſpirituall authority 
of Lord Archbiſ hops and Biſhops , Which s vſurped. Ergo, 

It us a ſunne again} Chriſt the fole head of the Church to 
have ſpirituall communion With the Miniſters of the Church 


aſſembizes of England. 


The Propoſition may not be gaineſaid: For all fpiritu- 
all power vſ{urped over the Churches of God, is an An- 
tichriſtian authority, and to communicate with thoſe 
Miniſters which profeſſe ſpirituall homage therevnto, is 
to communicate with ſuch as profeſſe ſpiritual homage 
vnto Antichrift, which muſt needs beafin againſt Chriſt 
the ſole head of the Church, 

The Aſſumprion hath two parts: 

I. That the Minifters of the Church of Fneland ao even in 
the adminiſtration of Divine things, by ſolemne deed, profeſſe and 
qeeldaſpivitaall Homage to the ſpirituall authoritie of Archbiſhops 
and Lord Biſhops. 

Which is moſt evident , becauſe they preach the word 
and adminiſter the Sacraments by vertue of their calling 
received from the Archbiſhops and Biſhops, who 


give them authority herevato at .their oxdination, 
O 3 faying 


Wo. The ſeventh Aroument 
be goat of onde ſaying to every one of them, * Take thow authority 70 

ring Priefts preach the Word of God , and to Minifter the holy Sacra- 
. Job. 1.4, ments 1n ihe Congreeation , Where thou ſhalt be ri appotn- 
zed : Which things themſelves cannot deny to be 
meerEcclefiaſticall, Religious and ſpirituall Actions, in- 
joyned among them to be done by offices & callings re- 
ceived from the Prelates Ecclefiaſticall and ſpirituall au- 
thority: Soas the doing of them by vertue thereof,muſt 
needs be aſolemne declaration of ſpirituall homage yeel- 
dedrothe lame authority. 


2. The ſecond part of the Aſſumption is: That the aus 
thority of their Lord © Archbiſhops and Biſhops ts an vſurped au- 
rhority. The confirmation whereof, Mr Bradfh. ſetteth 
downe in theſe wordy following: 


This is ſufficiently proved of late by Mr Zaceb, inhis 1. Afſertion by 
many realons. - Onely becauſe the weight of the Argument leagech 
vpon it, I will vic one Reaſon. 


Thoſe Officers & Rulers in the Church that make claime to be of 
Divine inſ/itution, chalenge to themſelves ApoFtolicall authority 
S and iuriſdittion as the onely Succeſſours of the Apoſtles; to ſit 
onely tn Moſes chaire; To have ſole power of the Keyes, To cut 
from the viſible Church, and receive againe : To have power of 
creating & diſplacing all other eccleſyatticall officers ; To be the 
Vniverſall Pators of oubole Dukedomes and Kinedomes , vnaecr 
Whom all other Paitors are as Curates, &rc. And yet for all this, 
are ſuch as /tand and are ſupported onely by bumane T raditions 
Ceremonies, ch as 4 ctuill Magiſtrate rr W1thout ſane, put out 
of the Church, and ſuch as the true Churches 0 God may renounce 
(and yet continue the true Church) as Amtichriitian F furpers & 
ſpirttuall Tyrants: (Tſay) all fach Officers apa Relers exerciſe an 
<ſurped amthoritic in the Church: 


But 


Arann? hearing the cMinifh. of Fnel. Ws 5 
But our Archbiſhops & Biſhops are ſuch Rulers and Officers as 
are eforeſaid. Ergo, 
They execute an Vjurped power over the Church, 


The Propoſition may eaſily be iuſtified. For if inferiour officers, 
v/dz,, Paſtors of particular Congregations, have had & may have firme 
continuahce in the Church, without theſe humane deviles and inventt> 
ons; If the Magiſtrate cannot without ſinn put them our of the Church; 
And if thoſe can be no true Churches that renounce to have particular 
Paſtours and Miniſters over them, it muft much more hold in ſuch 
Church-officers and Rulers as thele are, if their authority be lawful] & 
good: For whileſt the Apoſtles lived, they needed not. avy humane 
Traditions and deviſes to ſupport their authority : The Magiſtrates that 
ſought to put them downe finned with a high hand: And that was no 
Church , that renounced and diſclajmed'their Office, Authoritie and 
Juriſdiction. 


The Aſſumption is as eaſily juſtified, For r. they make claime & 
Title to all thoſe Prerogatives before rehearſed 1n the firſt part of the 
Propoſition,and vnto more then that,as {Mibe proved ifir be denied. 

2. Iris an Embleme of their owne, NO CEREMONIE, NO B/SHOP, 
Ergo, No humane Tradition and Invention, no Biſhop, Ergo, The office of 
a Biſhop is ſupported by them eyther onely or ſpecially. 

3- Their Ecclefiaſticall luriſdiftion is derived from the King, els it 
iS a flat deniall of his Supremacie. Alſo themſelves graunr in their laſt 
Tables of Diſcipline, That the King hath powerto increaſe or diminiſh 
the Circuit of a Biſhoprick: That he may make two or more Biſhop- 
ricks of one, & one Biſhoprick to be two or more : Yea what ſhould 
hinder but that he may divide the Biſhoprick of London into 800. For 
where God hath not defined the number bf Pariſhes that a Biſhop is 
to retgn over, it muſt needs be a thing indifferent: In which by their 
owne Doctrines the King hath authority without finne, to diſpoſe. If 
therefore the King may as well (notwithſtanding any thing in the Law 
of God) give the Keyes ofthe Church to everie particular Paſtour of a 
Congregation, over his owne Congregation, as to a Biſhop overa Di- 
oceſſe, which taketh away the very Eflence ofan Engliſh Biſhop, He 
may Without finne rake away the yery Office of the Biſhop, which con- 
liſts in having juriſdiction over many Congregations, Wc. 

#. There is no true & ſober Chriſtians but will ſay that the Chur» 
ches of Scerlend, Frawnce, the low Countries, and other places (that re- 
nounce ſuch Archbiſhops and Biſhops (as ours are) as Antichriftian & 
v{urping Prelates) are true Churches of God: Which they could not 


dc, it the authoritic and prerogatives they claime to themſelyes, vo 
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112 The ſeventh Argument, 

of Chriſt, and not vſurped,' Forifit were the ordinance of Chrift Te- 

ſus, that in every Kingdome , that receiveth the Goſpel, there ſhould 

be one Archbiſhop over the whole Kingdome: One Biſhop over ma- 
ny hundred Paſtors in a Kingdome, anyall they inveſted with that au- 
thority andjurildition Apoſtolicall which they claime re Divine, to 
be due vnto them, and ro :refidein them, by the ordinance of Chriſt, 

. certainely that Church that ſhould renounce and diſclaime ſuch an au- 
thoricy, ordeyned in the Church, cannot be a true Church but a Syna- 
gogue of Sathan. For they that ſhould-renounce and deny ſuch, muſt 
needs therein renounce 2ad deny Chriſt himſelf. Thus the Aſlump* 
tion 15 cleared. | 


6 b 


And thus the cauſcis yeelded, by themſelves: who 
in their owne writings ſpeak and reaton in ſuch ſort, as 
hath ben ſhewed. Which I thought good thus to ap- 
ply to their preſent eſtate, & further manifeſtation of the 
truth, And thus much c6cerning theſe ArgumeGts & Rea- 
ſons. Which now T leave to the confideration of all that 
are of car oaſicnce: exhorting them as they 

iThef. 5.27, lovethe truth and their owne good, to try all things by 
7/al, 119,59 the word of God, to conſider their wayes, and to turn 
their feet into his teſtimonies, 

AndlI pray the Lord Godof all gloric and goodnes, 
to diſcover and conſume the apoſtafte of Antichriſt dat- 
ly moreand more ; to make the light and power of the 
Goſpell of Chriſt ſhine forth and prevaile againſt all enc- 
mics and hinderances; 8 to give his people of all eſtares 
and nations to walk in the light and comfort thereof, to 
the praiſe of his Name, and eternall life, by Telus Chriſt: 
whois God overall blefled for ever, Amen. 
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Ter. 50, 29. 

Call together*many againſt Babel, all that bend the bow, befiege her round 
about , let there be ne eſcaping for her : recompenſe her according to her work, 
according to all that ſhe hath done, do wnto her : for ſhe hath ben proude a- 
£41nſt the Lord, agarmfi the ho ly one of Iſrael. 
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A Table of ſome principall things 
conteyned in this Treatiſe, 


Palit 77 35 101 lanfull to heare or have any ſpiritual communt- 
* & on Withorher Miniferie then that Which Chritt hath azven 
ento by Churth, =——— ag. 1,17. $I. 63. 70. 78+ 
#7. 93. Oc, . 

That the Miniery given by Chriſt , rs of Apoſtles, Prophets, 
Evaneelifts , Paſtors and Teachers , ſpoken of Ephel. 4. 
Þ. 2. 4+ Se 7+ 22. Off, 

That the Miniſters of the Church of England are none of 


Jbeſe. ——— — {_—— — Jo oF 
Of the obieftion made about bearing the Scribes and Pha- 
Fees , noooommes — —— —, I4s 


That the Miniſtery of the Church of Enel, is the Mimite- 
Py of Antichriſts Apoſtaſie = —— P. 18. © 
Of the Prelates being ſpirituall Lords , Dioceſan and Pro- 
vinciall Biſ hops , Antichriſtian vſurpers, 8&C,—þ.19.&c. and 
P. TO» 71. 191, 102, ITO, | | 
Of the examples. of Timathee and Titus alledged foy 
them, — — 
Two Dueſtions , about the ordinance of Chriſt, and the 
apoſtaſie of Amtichriit , tonching the Miniftery and governe- 
ent of the Chitrch,oo——_ ——_— m——nmmnmnÞ. 26. 
How the Minifters of the Church of England are made 
Deacons, Priefts, Biſhops aud Archbiſhops: And Wherevnto 
they ſubſcribe, — —  —. 30. fs 
That the Mmiitery of that Church obeyeth not Chri#t in his 
#143name 44 their Prophet Prieft and King , - P- $9- 105» 
That it & ſet againſt and exalted above the holy ing 
P PL 


> S_——_— oc —— 


- ATable. 
itutions of Chriſt, —— © oo. 


— 7... 


La 
x 
. . * 
Þ * 
4 & 
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"fafticall,but onely ro the body and religion of Amichriſt p.42,43. 
» Thatthe King may " ought to ſuppreſſe it chedns #2 
. Dominion. Pp. 44. 
That the Lord Will aboliſh it, by the light and power 
of his Goppell, With the ſpirit of hi mouth and brightnes of 
by coming, « 46. 
That the Miniſters With the people in that eſtate work the 
Beafts am" and recerve his mark in the forehead or land 
SI. OF. | 
R That they derive not their power and tunitiom of Miniſles 
rie from Chrift the head of the Church. þ. 63. ce 
That though they be of good gifts aud teach many true doce 
#rines, yet it is 0 Warrant to communicate With their Miniſtts 
{12 ad : . / 4 66, 75-93. 
at they Work pon the conferences of men by vertueor 4 
falſe Piriruall calling, F 4 P. 70. IO9.110s 
Of the Apoitles not ceaſing to preach is the Name of leſia, 
at the commandement of the Rulers of Iſrael. Pe 73+ TH 
That the Miniſterie of the Church of Engl. ts & firaunge Mi- 
p/tery. | Þe 78. Ofc 
Ofthe conſpiracy of Corah Dathan Abiram Fc. p.79. 
. 2 it s vnlawtull to preſent our bodies at falſe Worſhip. 
p.31, Oc. 
Of Naamans example alledgedfor that 6 245 v.31, 
That the Miniferie of the Church of England ts not trons 
heaven, but of men. þ- 7s 
That it giveth honour to Antichriſt, 484 ts derogatory t6 
the reformed Churches, ; | Þ95e 
Divers teftimonies of their owne, and of the Martyrs 
8thert, again? their Minifterie and Ghurch eftate , p,6,13.15» 
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Pag. 63. lin. 6.8 7.read thus: of Engl. i (ch as deriverh aots 

Pag. 78. lin. 22. Nw. 15+ 39. 

Pag. 8s. lin. 8, will fromthe hote . 

Pag. 94- line 29. (annex this in ſuch ofthe books where 
itis wanting) and God mut have no (olemne Wor (bip i# 
England, except it be tn communion With the ſame, 

Pag. 95. lin. 29. put inthe margent, Mr Brad{h. Arewm.2, 

Pag. 110, lin. 10. annex this, And their onne reaſons alleds 
ged againſt thewſe of the Ceremonies dp alſo prove it. 
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